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comment 


The on-off-on saga of the RAC British Sports Car Championship 
which has been taking place over the past couple of weeks may, in 
itself, appear to be insignificant except to the handful of com- 
petitors directly involved. However, it does pinpoint one factor 
which makes racing, race organising and promoting so difficult in 
this country — non-communication. 

Sports car racing in Britain, as in Europe, has had little support 
in recent Do even though the variety it provides is very much 
needed. To try to remedy this situation an independent body 
known as Sportscars International was set up last December to 
promote sports cars in this country. Their only real outlet was the 
proposed RAC series and they were probably the only people who 
were really aware of it. 

A programme of events was published in the Blue Book, the 
opening round scheduled for Kaster Sunday. Although the 
majority knew little of what was going on behind the scenes, 
potential competitors were selling a programme to sponsors for 
this national series. Sportscars International, we are told, were in 
touch with the RAC and the organising club, the BRSCC, about the 
state of the entries and an agreement was reached whereby Club- 
man’s sports cars would be eligible to race and thus fill the grids. 
Everything, it appeared, was in order. 

Then suddenly two weeks before entries closed and just four 
weeks before the first race the RAC Race Committee decided to call 
off the championship without apparently consulting anyone. 

- Naturally enough the potential competitors, on the verge of an- 
nouncing sponsored cars, were incensed. Rapid and strong repre- 
sentation by these competitors have persuaded the Race Com- 
mittee to about turn and immediately reinstate the series with a 
50% reduction in prize money. So now everybody is happy; 
however there are a number of points to be drawn from this 
unnecessary business. 

First of all the reason for cancellation was “due to lack of 
entries”. At that point in time admittedly there were only nine 
entries but there were still two weeks to go to closing date; if the 
Race Committee was in doubt could not one quick ‘phone call to 
Sportscars International, with whom they’d had previous contact, 
have cleared the problem? The Race Committee has done a good job 
since its inception at the beginning of last year but this action, un- |, 
fortunately, is more in keeping with the old-style, bumbling RAC 
administration. 

On the other hand we must appreciate their predicament . . . a six 
race championship carrying their title with all races topping the bill 
at the respective meetings, appearing to attract little attention 
from any direction. Obviously no promoter can work on such a 
basis; the fault here lies with the self-styled saviour of sports car 
racing, Sportscars International, run by respected experts in that 
field, who should have been creating more noise about themselves 
and making everyone aware that sports car racing is still alive and 
well. It boils down to total lack of communication on both sides. 

It has been suggested that the Race Committee were trying to 
teach competitors a lesson by their action — shock treatment to 
stir them up a bit. We know competitors do need a from time 
to time but does the Race Committee, the democratic body repre- 
senting all factions of the abe really have the mandate to be. 
dictatorial in such a manner? Their action was detrimental to them- 
selves as much as anything else. Would it not have been better to 
admit they’d got their sums wrong last year and that there never 
really was the support for such a championship at the money they 
had available? 

The mess is cleared up now, but let us hope such a performance 
will never be repeated. 


next week... 


A full preview to Silverstone’s F1 Graham Hill International 
Trophy Meeting with two souvenir colour pictures of the 
former twice world champion — The inside story on the 
mid-engined AC3000 sports car—Sports car racing at the 
Nurburgring — plus all the usual race and rally reports, 
personality, news and gossip columns. 

®These tems were correct at the time of going to press. 


cover picture 


Top: ‘I wonder what it’s like to drive?’ is a question most people ask when 
they see a Formula 1 car. Britain’s leading all rounder Derek Bell tested the 
RAM Brabham BT44C on our behalf recently and tells how it really is 
Photo: David Winter 
Bottom: A rally supercar from British Leyland? The Triumph TR7 was 
shown to the press last week and is described in full on page 30. 
Photo: Hugh Bishop 
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Guy Edwards (left) and John Lepp stand alongside the Ultramar-sponsored 
March-Ford DFV. The pair will debut at the Nurburgring this weekend. 


Ultramarch sports cars 
for Edwards and Lepp 


Ultramar Golden Eagle Limited, the 
UK marketing subsidairy of the 
Ultramar Group, announced on 
Tuesday of this week that they will 
sponsor a pair of works blessed 

arches for Britain’s Guy Edwards 
and John Lepp in the World and 
— Sports Ear (ie G6) Champion-. 
ships. 

Ultramar, who were closely associ- 
ated with Edwards’ Formula 5000 
and 2-litre Lola sports car pro- 
gramme in 1975, are to use their 
involvement in international motor 
sport to emphasise the British Oil 

roup’s world-wide activity in 
exploration, refining and marketing. 
They will also be stressing the 
British theme and the performance 
of Ultramar products. 

John Greenwood, sales manager of 
Ultramar Golden Eagle, said: ‘‘The 
company are looking to the team to 
on up a good performance in the 
orld Championship and are 


Following the announcement of the 
RAC Race Committee’s decision to 
cancel the 2 Litre Sports Car 
Championship due to lack of entries, 
representation has been made to the 
RAC Motor Sport Division by pro- 
spective 2 Litre Sports Car entrants, 
in particular Sports Cars Inter- 
national who are responsible for 
entering many of these cars. With 
the assistance of the Race Com- 
mittee Chairman Jack Sears, it has 
been arranged that a Championship 
will be maintained in the following 
fashion. 

The same races will count for the 
Championship but they will be open 
to Class A Clubman’s Cars which 
will also be able to score points in the 
Championship and win prize money. 
The overall prize fund for each race 
will be £1,000 distributed among the 
first twelve finishers. 

Events will be of either 50 miles or 
of over 50 miles with a maximum of 
75 miles. To be classified as a 
finisher, a arn ie ted must complete 
90 per cent of the distance. 

A prize fund of £1,000 will be 
established for each race and will be 
distributed as follows to the best 12 
finishers: 1st £250; 2nd £170; 3rd 
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RAC sports cars reprieved 


pleased to be associated with this 
determined effort to secure top 
honours in the series.” 

Edwards and Lepp will debut their 
cars at the Nurburgring this week- 
end. Edwards will be driving his 3- 
litre Cosworth Ford DFV powered 
76S series chassis, which is basically 
of a 1975 design concept with all the 
latest ’76 F1 suspension grafted 
onto it; Lepp will again handle the 
goalie 2-litre Hart 420R-engined 
75S. 

The team will be managed by Tony 
Gale, formerly with Jo Bonnier and 
who ran Lepp’s March last season. 
season with Peter Jamie and Fred 
Crook handling the spanner work. 

Edwards wasn’t daunted at the 
prospect of racing against the turbo 
Alpines, Alfas and Porsches. Did he 
require a turbocharged DFX engine 
to stay on terms in these shorter 
races? ‘‘No, I don’t think so. It’ll be 
alright, you wait and see.” 


£100; £th £90; 5th £80; 6th £70; 7th 

£60; 8th £50; 9th £40; 10th £35; 11th 

£30; 12th £25. . 

Where an event is run in two parts, 
rize money will be split equall 
etween each part. All events wi 

count to the Championship Results. 


The Championship races are: A 
April 18 Snetterton; April 19 
Silverstone; May 3 Oulton Park; 
June 20 Brands hatch; June 27 
Mallory Park; July 11 Knockhill; 
August 29 Thruxton. 


@ Keith Prowse, the world’s largest 
ticket agency who are backing the 
RAC Touring Car Championshi 
this year, are to sponsor the whole 
Thruxton meeting on May 9 wherea 
round of their championship is the 
feature event. Supporting events on 
the Keith Prowse Raceday will 
include a round of the BP F3 
championship. Tickets can be 
booked in advance. 


@ The Concours d’Elegance for the 
— round of the Indylantic 
c —— will be held outside 
the Thames T'V studios in London’s 
Marylebone Road at 5.30pm today 
(Thursday). 
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Renault Fl test 


Last week the still highly secret 
turbocharged 1.5-litre  Alpine- 
Renault Formula 1 car undertook 
preliminary tests at the Michelin 
test track situated near Clermont- 
Ferrand in central France. The car, 
based on an Alpine F2 design drawn 
up by André de Cortanze, was tested 
st Jean-Pierre Jabouille and natur- 
ally ran on Michelin radial tyres. 

We spoke to de Cortanze earlier 
this week at Alpine’s Dieppe factory. 
Laughing into the telephone, he was 


reluctant to say anything specific 
about the project. “I can’t tell you 
anything about the car” he chuckled, 
“except that we tested it with a 
Formula 1 engine. I’m sorry but it’s 
really a secret. Jabouille did drive 
the car which was one of our new F2 
chassis, not an old one.” 

We were unable to ascertain when 
the car would appear in public, or 
whether the engine would end up in 
another Grand Prix design, such as a 
Tyrrell. 


Modus unveil new F2 — 
pe M7 for lan Grob 


At a press reception held last week 
at their Watton racing premises, 
Modus Cars unveiled their brand 
new Jo Marquart-designed Formula 
2 car which will be driven this season 
by 23 year old Ian Grob, the son of a 
Swiss insurance broker. 

This striking looking machine, 
visually quite different from any- 
thing Modus have produced before, 
is designated the M7 and is powered 
by one of Brian Hart’s all-alloy 420R 
series 2-litre engines to full F2 
specification. The reception also 
confirmed .a_ joint arrangement 
between KVG Racing and Team 
Modus to run the car for Grob as a 
works effort in all of the European 
Formula 2 Championship races. 

The Formula 2 car is a completely 
new design but incorporates a sub- 
stantial number of details and 
lessons learnt from the development 
of their successful 1975 models, 
particularly the Formula Atlantic 
car driven the late Tony Brise. 

The M7 is deceptive in appearence 
for although it looks big in photo- 
graphs with the faired in side pods 
(for aerodynamic advantages), 
Marquart told us that the car is, in 


fact, 3in narrower than the previous | 


Atlantic car. Ahough a Hart engine 
is installed, a BMW unit can be 
easily fitted if required by a potential 
customer. 

Initially the plans are to build a 
second spare chassis for Grob with a 
third car perhaps becoming available. 
at a later date, although names of 
likely candidates aren’t being dis- 
closed at this early stage. 


Ian Grob — big step. 


Sphere and Drake, two of the 
leading names in the insurance field, 
will again continue their association 
with the KVG Racing equipe for 
another year and they name will 
appear on the car. 

‘ormula 2 will be a big move for 


Grob who, until now, has only 
Formula Ford _ single seater 
experience dating back to 1971. 


Recently he has gained valuable ex- 
perience and a name for himself 
racing a 2-litre sports car for his 
father’s KVG Racing team. 


Looking remarkably similar to the German ToJ F2 car, the new Modus is 
surprisingly small and visually unlike anything seen previously from the 


Norfolk-based company. 
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American Tony Rouff gave th 
Snetterton last weekend. 
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Lewis finds sponsor — 
Rouff gets the drive 


Things have been happening for 
Formula 2 stalwart Ban Lows 
during the past week or so. Firstly 
he has changed his company’s name 
to Boxer Cars, after his new John 
Clarke-designed racing car; 
secondly, he has been able to secure 
sponsorship which will enable him to 
contest both F2 and the British 
Atlantic series; thirdly, he has 
recruited 28 year old’ American Tony 
Rouff as his team driver and finally, 
on their race debut (at Snetterton 


last Sunday), the combination 
finished an encouraging third in the 
Shellsport 5000 race. 


Sponsorship for Lewis’ Boxer 
roject comes from Netherton and 

orth Limited, a .Truro-based litho- 
graphic and letterpress colour 
process printers who are entering 
the marl of motor racing as they 
feel this to be an ideal way to bring 
the company name to a wider field of 
potential customers, 

The company is already associated 
with the automotive industry in that 
a sister company, H. E. Warne, print 
among other periodicals, motor 
trade magazines. 

Netherton and Worth themselves 
specialise in the production of trade 

ectories and monthly technical 
journals utilising the most up-to- 
date printing processes. 

Although Lewis’ Boxer has been 
tested during the past few months in 
both F2 and Atlantic trim by several 
potential drivers, the choice of Rouff 
was, forbs 8, alittle surprising. 

Although born in Los Angeles, 
Rouff resides in Pasadena but has 
raced in Britain since 1973 when, in 


his first season of F3, he won the 
supporting race in a GRD at the 
British Grand Prix. That has been 
his only claim to fame so far. 

Trying the Boxer, in full F2 trim 
with its Swindon Ford BDX engine 


at Snetterton last weekend, was - 


Rouff’s first taste of a real pukka 


he 
Tony Rouff — surprise choice. 


Lewis 
confirmed after the event that Rouff 
would drive the car in all the British 
Atlantic races starting at Brands 
Hatch this weekend and that the 
team would undertake “six selected 


powerful single-seater. 


European F2_ races”, including 


‘Thruxton at Easter. Once again 


Rouff will be the driver. 


Cheever’s F2 


It has been an open secret, ever since 
he gave him a trial run in one of his 
Formula 2 Marches towards the end 
of last year, that Ron Dennis wanted 
to run 19 year old Eddie Cheever in 
F2 this season. The problem, up until 
now, had been in acquiring the neces- 
sary finance. 

However, it looks as if the Italian- 
domiciled American has been able to 
arrange a suitable deal over the 
winter months and Dennis has 
entered him in both the opening 
rounds of the European F2 
Championship at Hockenheim and 
Thruxton. 

Cheever, who made his mark late 
last season driving an F3 Modus, will 

artner Vittorio Brambilla (at 

ruxton) and Jochen Mass (at 
Hockenheim) in one of the Dennis 
Project 4 Lancia-powered Marches. 
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Bay Racing 
back Brown 


Warwick Brown, last year’s Austra- 
lian Tasman champion, will be 
staying in the United States this 
season to embark on his second full 
season of F5000 racing. 

Following the tragic and untimely 
death of Bernie Swanson last year, 
Bay Racing have decided to carry on 
-in the sport and they will be running 
Brown in all the qualifying races, 
probably using a new Lola T332C. 

Brown, who drove for the Jack 
‘McCormack Talon F5000 team last 
season, has also been tipped to drive 
the revised Japanese Maki in Euro- 
pean Grands Prix this year, 
although we are unable to confirm 
Brown's actual intentions at this 
present time. 


a4 Ms a ede oS 
Boxer F2 car its first race at 


Choice for 
Easter F2s 


There has been some doubt recently, 
considering the large number of 
entries received by the BARC, as to 
how many cars will start the DJM 
Records Formula 2 European 


. Championship race at Thruxton this 


coming Easter. 

We have heard that the organising 
BARC have agreed to accept 36 
entries in all, each one individually 
picked. Out of those 36 entries, 26 
cars will be paid travelling expenses 
in accordance with the FIA 
approved European F2 pay scale. 

is has been approved by the 
Formula 2 Association who, we 
gather, raised no objections. A 
further 10 entries will be invited to 
practice, although receiving no 
travelling money. 

The BARC’s John Wickham was 
reluctant to say, at this stage, just 
who had been turned away. How- 
ever, we gather that the majority are 
doubtful qualifiers anyway and it is 
unlikely they will be missed. 

Thirty cars will be allowed to start 
the race while an agreement has been 
reached with the BRSCC and Brands 
Hatch so that the six unlucky non- 
qualifiers can, if they wish, take part 
in the Shellsport 5000 race taking 
place at the Kent circuit on the same 
day. With good prize money offered, 
it could well be worth some people’s 
while going to Brands anyway. 


Tom refused? 


We hear that Tom Wheatcroft tried 
to pu in an entry for this Sunday’s 
Indylantic championship race but 
was turned away because he 
wouldn’t join the compulsory 
insurance scheme. ‘The only way we 
can get a reasonable premium is if we 
guarantee the underwriters that all 
the cars will be insured’ said Indy- 
lantic director Steve Prior, ‘we don’t 
mind if they don’t want to join the 
Association but we cannot let 
anyone run if they are not insured’. 


American F1 
developments 


There were fierce rumours at Long 
Beach during last weekend that 
separate projects are under way in 
America developing an F1 engine 
and an F1 automatic gearbox. 

The engine said to be under devel- 
opment is a V8 designed by Hans 

errman (not the ex-racing driver) at 
the Offenhauser Drake workshops. 
Few details were available, but no- 
body was denying the existence of 
such an engine and the American 
teams, it appears: are all quite 
excited about the prospect. 

The other development, the auto- 
matic gearbox, is the work of Pete 
Wiseman who, of course, is alread 
well-known for his differentia 
(which were tried by a number of F1 
teams last eaakendh This gearbox is 
said to be well under development 
and to be interesting a number of 
teams. 

Gearboxes, it seems, are the 
fashion for designers’ whims these 
days. McLaren already have a six- 
speed box in use, Lotus are develop- 
ing a semi-automatic box centred 
around a torque converter, and 
Cosworth are working on a Hobbs- 
type automatic. 


Hystrionics 
from Hunt 


.. Evening Standard 


High speed crash in big U.S. race 


‘GRAND PRIX 
STUPIDITY '—4 


HUNT ACCUSES 


give us 
£15m lift |. 


The midday editions of the London 
Evening Standard really got to grips 
with the James Hunt/Patrick 
Depailler fracas at the beginning of 
this week. While it was superb 
publicity for all concerned, we hear 
the actual incident was exaggerated 
beyond proportion by the McLaren 
team-leader, whose mechanic drove 
the car back to the pits afterwards. 


Shock win 


Motor racing is a funny sport. 
Having been struggling to find form 
in the first two rounds of the South 
African Formula Atlantic so far this 
year, Roy Klomfass was the hero of 
the latest race which took place at 
the Aldo Scribante circuit at Port . 
Elizabeth last Saturday. 

Klomfass was driving his “sub- 
stantially mcdified’’ Team Gunston 
Swindon-powered Ralt RT1 and 
quite simply, Ian Scheckter, winner 
of the first two races in his Lexing- 
ton March 76B, had to be content 
with the runner-up spot in an event 
that was a complete reversal of 
previous fortunes. 

Scheckter had put his car on pole 
for the 50 lap event in this Philips- 
sponsored Atlantic championship. 

upporting him and just 0.23s 
slower was Tony Martin’s Chevron 
B34, both these driver’s the only 
men under the minute mark. Martin 
sadly didn’t start after encountering 
an electrical fault on the warm-up 


FAlthough Scheckter had damaged 
his car slightly in an off-course 
practise excursion, it had been 
rebuilt overnight and didn’t seem 
any worse for wear. From the start 
the March leapt into the lead but 
Klomfass (from row 2) was soon on 
his heels and pressing hard. 

Scheckter eventually spun while 
under pressure and Klomfass was 
through. The March tried to stay on 
terms but had yet another moment 
and settled for a finish. Meanwhile 
Klomfass charged on in spectacular 
and devastating fashion, setting a 
new class record on the way to a 23s 
win. 

Third eventually went to Nols 
Niemen’s Wheatcroft (also going 
better now) after a spirited dice 
throughout with Basil van Rooyen’s 
Chevron B34. Fifth, although a lap 
down, was John Gibb’s ex-Nilsson 
Chevron B29 with Mike Domingo’s 
Modus M1 next up. 

The expected challenge of Dave 
Charlton’s Modus came to nothing 
when the engine blew up during the 
race following a troubled practice. 


Tetsu Ikuzawa’s GRD leads eventual winner Noritake Takahara (March- 
BMW 74S) and the rest at Mount Fuji last week. 


Takahara takes Fuji 


The first round of the Fuji Grand 
Champion series of Japanese sports 
car races took place at the Mount 
Fuji circuit (venue of this year's 
proposed Japan GP) on March 21. It 
rovided a win for Noritake 

akahara in his 2-litre March-BMW 
74S, completing the 300 kilometre 
race at an average speed of 
184.323kph. 

Fastest in practice had been works 
Datsun driver Kazuyoshi Hoshino 
and he comfortably led the race until 
the red flag appeared on lap 18 after 
a slower car had a serious accident at 
the slowest corner on the circuit. 

When the injured driver was 
rescued, the race restarted but 
Hoshino’s engine soon blew up 
thereby putting Tetsu Ikuzawa into 
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New single-seaters test 


Chevron designer Derek Bennett fabove) gave his new F5000 car an airing at 


the lead with his substantially modi- 
fied GRD S74. 

It looked like Tetsu’s race until he 
picked up a puncture which cost him 


two laps. into the lead went 
Takahara ased Kunimitsu 
Takahashi (March-BMW _ 73S), 


Naohiro Fujita (Chevron-BMW B23) 
and Masami Kuwashima (March- 
BMW 74S), the latter retiring at half 
distance also with a blown engine. 

Takahara therefore came home the 
winner after 55 laps of racing 3s to 
the good, followed by Takahashi, 
Fujita, Naoshi Sugizaki (Chevron- 
BMW _ B23) and Kenji Tohire 
(Lola-BMW 1T292), these being the 
only runners to complete the full 
race distance. 


Silverstone last week, as did Peter Gethin. Brian Henton (centre) also 


appeared in the new prototype and the extremely small Abarth engined F2 


eatcroft. Further afield, reigning European FSV champion Mikko 


Kozarowitzk 
Marlboro ATS F2 Lola T450. 
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(below) had to splash around in the rain at Zolder with his 


win for 
Luigi BMW 


The first round of the European 


Touring Car Championship took 
place at Monza on Sunday, a fairly 
uncompetitive field assembling for 
the four-hour event. Main protagon- 
ists were the Luigi BMW 3.0 CSi of 
Jean Xhanesualliarre Dieudonne, 
the Zakspeed Escort of Hans 
Heyer/Martino Finotto, Derek 
McMahon’s’ Escort for Alec 
Poole/Juan  Cochesa and_ the 
Camaros of Stuart Graham/Reine 
Wisell (G2) and Rune Tobiasson/ 
“MacIntosh” (G1). Another BMW 
appeared durin 
home early with engine problems, 
but the Escorts were in big trouble 
too, for by the end of the weekend 
the Zakspeed car had devoured four 
engines, and McMahon’s Escort had 
seized three gearboxes. 

In the first hour, the BMW went 
out to lead, closely followed by the 
Zip-Up G2 Camaro and then the two 


_ Escorts. But just into the second 


hour, both Escorts went out at vir- 
tually the same time. First Poole 
pitted with a bad gearbox vibration 
which had shaken off two coolin 
pains: but once this was fixed 

ochesa went out after seven 
minutes. However, after less than 
three laps, the gearbox seized. The 
gerne Escort went out with 
another blown engine, which left the 
BMW leading. from the two 
Camaros, 

The G2 Camaro started devouring 
its brakes, which meant a complete 
change of units and dropped it well 
out of the running, so the race 
belonged to the BMW. The 
Xhenceval/Dieudonne_ car had 
problems with a split fuel tank, but 
in the end it had six laps over the G1 
Camaro, which ran _ trouble-free 
throughout. A rather slow Alfetta 
GT was third, and fourth was a very 
elderly Mustang fastback. 

The Mazda of John Markey/David 
Palmer was running well for a time 
until swarf from a new fuel tank 
clogged up the Holley petrol pump; 
once that was changed it went well, 
but didn’t qualify over the distance. 
Twelve out of the 26 starters 
finished. 


G8 ban for 
Atlantics? 


There were mumblings at Snetterton 
last Sunday that there had been a 
directive from Indylantic to its regis- 
tered competitors not to take part in 
any G8 races. “Not so’, said 
Indylantic director Steve Prior, “our 
contract seve that we expect drivers 
to give Indylantic preference when 
races clash. It’s not a commitment, 
but we do hope that people will give 
us the support. Indylantic only 
clashes with &8 at Whitsun and I for 
one certainly hope to do some G8 
races”, 

The rumours came about when 
only one Atlantic car, admittedly not 
a member of Indylantic, turned up at 
Snetterton last Sunday, which was 
rather surprising considering the 
good showing by such cars the 
previous week. 


practice and went’ 


qualifying 


With regard to the 107% qualifyin 
rule which many people feel shoul 
be applied after practice in the Shell- 
sport European 5000 races, the RAC 
have made it clear that it is not one 
of their delightfully vague rulings. It 
is, in fact, a rule applying to, and 
created by the Shellsport 5000 
European Championship. 

It is understood that at Mallory 


‘Park (the opening round of the 


series), the race promoter got the 
entrants to agree that it could be 
waived to keep the grid well filled 
and to make sure that certain well 
publicised cars should run. 

If, by any chance, the faster com- 
petitors feel the slower cars are 
causing a danger to themselves while 
on the track, they are entitled to ask 
for the 107% qualifying rule to be 
applied after practice. 


Lec’s Fl... 


Is it true that the Lec Refrigeration 
Racing team are going ahead to build 
their own Formula 1 car after all? A 
broad smile came across team 
manager Mike Harle’s face. ‘‘Hmm. 
It would be expensive.” 

The signs that David Purley’s 
Bognor-based team were contem- 
plating a move into Grand Prix 
racing first come to light over the 
winter months when former BRM 
and Wheatcroft designer Mike 
Pilbeam drew up plans for a 
F1/F5000 chassis. This was dropped 
when F5000 was dissolved into the 
current G8 series and the team set 
about modifying their existing Ford 
V6-powered Chevron B30. 

“We've even thought of putting a 
DFV in the hack of the Chevron’’ 
added Earle, ‘which the lads (Greg 
Field and Ian Hilton) reckoned the 
could convert in two and a half 
weeks. But whether we could get the 
car to handle as well as the V6 before 
the next G8 race is another matter. 
As for our own car. .. well, it would 
be very expensive. Very expensive.” 


Amott stays 
in Formula 3 


Having lost his sponsorship 
arrangement with Swansong 
Records for this year, Bob Arnott’s 
Formula 3 season looked pretty 
bleak, especially after blowing yet 
another of his troublesome engines 
at Thruxton several weeks back. 

However, just when it looked as if 
he would be unable to continue in the 
formula, he’s informed us that a new 
chassis and an engine have. been 
forthcoming but he desperately 
needs to find a backer to cover his 
running costs which, for one .of 
Britain’s faster F3 drivers, could be 
a good investment. _ 


| 
©The results of the Mallory Park G8 
race were altered last week, movin 
Chris Featherstone to 13th instea 
of tenth. Richard Robarts, Brian 
Robinson and John Cannon all move 
up a place. 


® Frenchman Jean-Louis Schlesser 
was testing the new F3 GRD Van 
Diemen at Snetterton on Monday 
and, according to Ralph Firman, was 
“most impressive”, getting down to 
65.9s on a generally slow day. 


HERR “Ui Be ae pit & paddock 


G6 opener 


The first round of the World Sports 
Jar Championship takes place at the 
Nurburgring this weekend. Pukka 3- 
itre prototypes are entered for Rolf 
3tommelen (Porsche 936), Patrick 
Depailler and Jean-Pierre Jabouille 
Alpine-Renaults), Guy Edwards 
Ultramar March), Reinhold Joest 
ind Jurgen Barth (Porsche 908s), 
Martin Teageond (Chevron), “Pam’’ 
Lola T390), Francois Migault and 
Curt Hild (Tojs) an Heinz 
ichultess (Lola). 

In 2-litre cars will be John Lepp 
March), Herbert Muller (Swiss-made 
jauber), Jorg Obermoser (Toj), 
tobin Smith, Tony Charnell and 
ete Smith (Chevrons), and Ian 
3racey/Tony Birchenhough and Ian 
{arrower/Richard Down (Lolas). 

Tim Schenken, Toine Hezemans, 
Yemens Schickentanz and Helmut 
Celleners head the GT entry, all in 
’orsche Carreras. 

Also on the bill is the first round of 
he European F3 Championship, 
thich has a total of 65 entries. 
‘upert Keegan heads the entry in 
is so far all-conquering BAF March 
ut strong foreign opposition comes 
1 the form of Gianfranco Brancatelli 
vorks March), Conny Anderson 
March), Gunnar Nordstrom (Van 
liemen), Ulf Svensson (Ralt), Eje 
lgh (Rotel), Giorgio Francia (Osella) 
nd Willi Siller (Modus), as well as 
lick Parsons (Ralt). 


Vioét winner 


he winner of our Moet and Chandon 
rand Prix competition for Lon 

each comes from COs Ul 
chindler from Marburg was the onl 

arson from the sackful of postcards 
e received to predict that Clay 
egazzoni would be the winner. His 
redicted average speed was 91.48 
ph whereas the actual was 85.572 
ph. James Hunt topped the 
ypularity poll this time but ten 
ferent drivers received your votes 
together. 

Entries are now open for the 
ganish Grand Prix at Jarama which 
il take place on May 2. All you 


ive to do is put your predicted 
inner and average winning speed 
1 a postcard to Autosport 
jitorial, Regent Street, 54-62 
egent Street, London W1A 2YJ to 
ach us no later than Friday April 
) 


As a guide the previous (1974) 
sult was Niki Lauda at 88.48mph 
clue it was damp for part of the 
Ce). 


Follmer’s M25| BBC Radio at British GP 


Do you remember the F5000 
McLaren M25? It was built ori- 

inally by McLaren cars for use in 

ormula 5000 and was based, natu- 
rally on their existing M23 Formula 
1 design. The car was tested on a 
couple of occasions, once by John 
Nicholson, before being sold to David 
Hepworth, a former RAC British 
hillclimb champion. The car then 
became part of a legal action 
between Hepworth and Brazilian 
Carlos Avalone which, after months 
of waiting, was only resolved fairly 
recently. 

The legal problems have prevented 
it racing so far but American sources 
indicate that the car has been 
bought by former Shadow driver 
George Follmer. The American ace 
hopes to run it in the American 
F5000 series this year providing he 
can obtain a suitable sponsor. 


Bad US news 


Prospects for this year’s American 
F5000 series are not looking good: 
“Perhaps no better than CanAm at 
its worst’, reports our American 
correspondent. 

Both Shadow and Parnelli have in- 
dicated that they almost certainly 
will not be taking part, while even 
worse is the fact that not one race 
organiser has applied for SCCA 
sanctioning yet, as sponsorship 
appears to be impossible to find. 


New schedule 


The Canadian Player’s Formula 
Atlantic series schedule has been 
changed slightly. The opening round 
will now be at Edmonton on May 
16, while the second round will be 
at Westwood on May 30, not Calvary 
on May 28 as originally announced. 

Entries for the series is looking 
good. Bill Brack will have 19-year- 
old Californian Kevin Cougan (a dis- 
covery of Parnelli’s Jim Dilamater) 
as his STP Chevron team-mate, 
while Fred Opert will run Bobby 
Dennett and Tom Bagley in similar 
cars. Bill Scott is also running two 
Chevrons for Howdy Holmes and 
Jim Crawley. Hector Rebaque will 
drive Carl Haas’ Lola while Tom 
Klausler, Bertil Roos and Craig Hill 
are likely to have similar mounts. 
Dave Walker, who originally was to 
have had a Van Diemen, will now 
drive the ex-Vern Schuppan March 
73B updated to 75B spec. 


Although neither BBC nor ITV will 
be televising the British Grand Prix, 
Bob Burrows of BBC Radio Sport 
disclosed last week that the powers- 
that-be in Broadcasting House have 
agreed to replace a full hour of Radio 
2’s Sunday afternoon Charlie 
Chester programme on July 18 with 
a special programme from Brands 
Hatch. Possibly the most ambitious 
concentrated motor racing coverage 
ever on radio, it will feature live com- 
mentary, recorded highlights and 
interviews. Dick Scales is delaying 
his departure to the Montreal 
Olympics to produce the pro- 
gramme. 

Throughout the season there will 
be coverage of the Grands Prix on 
Sunday Sport at 7pm on Sunday, as 
last year, except that this pro- 


gramme has now moved from Radio 
1 to Radio 2. And there’ll also be a 
new earlier spot, at 5 pm on Radio 2, 
giving the results. 

Practice times will again feature 
on Friday’s Sportsdesk at 6.45 pm 
and at 5.30 pm on Saturday Sport on 
Radio 2. 

@ Bob Tullius gave the “works” 
Triumph TR7 its first competition 
success at the Charlotte Motor 
Speedway in America last Sunday 
when he won the class D production 
car race beating a host of 2-litre 
Datsuns. 

@ American-domiciled Swede Bertil 
Roos has opened his own racing 
drivers’ school at Pocono in the 
United States. The school will use 
Lola 1342s with 2-litre Ford 
(FF 2000) Pinto engines. 


Lloyds back the 


PY 


to ies 2 


ot 

Lloyds and Il Palio di Siena are continuing 
Harrower, Ian Bracey, Tony Birchenough, Richard 
Brian Joscelyne in the 2-litre Chandler Ibec Lolas (above) this season. 


m again 


fa oe 

to BRON (l to r) Messrs Ian 
own, Simon Phillips and 
eremy 


Rossiter (below) prepares for the opening Indylantic round this weekend test- 
ing his ex-Derek Cook Chevron B29 at Goodwood recently. 
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By Barry Foley 


CATCHPOLE | NEED A NEW SPONSOR, 
WHO CAN |ASK 7? 
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ou NO! 
| DONT THINK 
\ COULD HANDLE IT. 


YOU DONT HAVE TO. 
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US GRAND PRIX WEST 


Clay carries California 


By PETE LYONS Photos by PHIPPS PHOTOGRAPHIC 


As the last racing noises faded away, leaving only a tingle in the ears, and as tens of 
thousands of spectators flooded through the barriers into the circuit, and as the GP Circus 
packed up its voluminous belongings and made its lengthy way back to the indoor paddock, 
there was only one thing everyone was interested in. ‘Well, what did you think of that, 
then?” The response seemed to be universal: it had been a worthwhile, even pleasant race 
meeting. If there had been certain problems, there had been compensating successes, and the 
overall tone was that racing in the city streets of Long Beach, California, USA had turned 
out to be a Good Thing. Not only did it seem to be a race worth doing again next year, the way 
in which it was done could very well be taken up by other communities around the world and 
used as a model for a new generation of F1 circuits. The USA GP West was that good. 

Oh, yes, the results. Clay Regazzoni won from pole position, driving straight away from 
flag to flag without any opposition or problem beyond keeping up his concentration. Ferrari 
team mate Niki Lauda, starting from the second row after several mechanical problems in 
practice, soon filtered through to second place in the race but was nursing still more problems 
and never made any challenge; in fact he slacked right off to a worried cruise at the end and 
was second by 42.4 seconds. The Formula Ford dice was a little more entertaining; there were 
several shunts and spins and desperate overtaking manoeuvres but by the end it was all a 
weary procession. Patrick Depailler, who had been best Ford driver in practice, wound up 
best again in the race, but only after adventures which included (allegedly) shunting James 
Hunt off the road and later spinning his Elf Tyrrell back to seventh place; he was within eight 
seconds of Lauda by the end. Jacques Laffite had a very encouraging run with the Gitanes 
Higier Matra, the car running quickly and reliably and hampered only by insoluble gearing 
difficulties into fourth. Jochen Mass brought the surviving Marlboro McLaren home fifth 
after a strong drive, while Emerson Fittipaldi, a lap behind the winner, scored the first 


championship point ever earned by his brother’s Copersucar car. 


There were 


2 cars running at the finish, a better ratio from the 20 starters than had been 


anticipated on this extremely tight, bumpy circuit. That this would be a race of attrition had 
been uppermost in every competitor’s mind, and the cars were prepared and driven 
pecordingly. That it was the Ferraris that came out best, despite excellent practice showing 


of Depai 


ler, Hunt, and Tom Pryce with his Shadow, really 


didn’t surprise anybody. That it 


was a pretty dull race really didn’t spoil the meeting. The atmosphere was good enough to 


make it all worthwhile. A successful experiment. 


ENTRY 


The strongest entry so far this year was made for 
the race the farthest afield (eight times zones 
removed from Europe). There were a total of 27 
drivers entered, with 32 cars available. None of 
them, however, were new designs nor were there 
any major new ideas being tried. The entry was 
very much as one magne expect of an “Exhibition 
Race” on foreign shores a month before new 
regulations come into force. 

EEFAC Ferrari: Three cars, all type 312T, all 
configured and suspended as in the Southern 
Hemisphere. 

Elf Team Tyrrell: two cars, one newly built up 
with a previously unraced tub to replace the one 
shunted at Brands, making this the fourth 007 to 
carry the chassis number “6”. 

John Player Team Lotus: two cars, both ex- 
haustively rebuilt and strengthened in detail par- 
ticularly in the rear radius rod pickups, both out- 
wardly as seen at Kyalami and Brands although 
JPS 12 had a new front suspension with different 
Reomet , rocker-arm sprmging and outboard 

rakes. This car did not qualify to start the race. 

Martini Brabham rat completed a third Alfa 
Romeo-engined BT45, which had a chassis some 
10 kgs lighter and with yet more weight saved in 
the engine. : 

This car was finally kept as the beain separ 
and not raced as well. All three cars were back on 
Lucas fuel injection. ‘: 

There were four March 761s, one being brand 
new for a “new” driver, Arturo Merzario joining 
the Circus for his first F1 drive since Monza last 
year in an Ovoro-sponsored car. He failed to 

ualify.Teddy Yip had covered two other cars in 

hinese lettering — Ronnie Peterson’s car being 
all white this time, rather than blue and yellow — 
so that only the Beta March looked familiar. 

Marlboro McLaren: a trio of cars, the spare 
M23/9 with its “‘dash hoop” over the instrument 
panel and its rear-mounted guages as at Brands, 
and the other two cars wearing once again the 


Clay Regazzoni dominated both practice and the 
race in confident style with the Ferrari. 
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“skirts” that had been removed before Kyalami 
— apparantly measurements had proved them to 
be legal after all. The pneumatic starter did not 
appear in California, simply because it wasn’t 
worth carrying the necessary bits all that way for 
further practice-testing. 

Shadow Racing: a pair of all-black DNé5s, 
actually chassis numbers -5 and -4 although for 
carnet purposes they were labelled 2A and 1A 
respectively. Mechanically they were familiar, 


even to being fitted with their long wheelbase’ 


option; if this seemed a surprise on such a slow 
circuit, the answer was that it was thought better 
not to spend time in possibly confusing experi- 
ments. The one new tweak, seen briefly in 
practice, was a low-line airbox for the new regs 


g the form of a pair of wide “ears” stuck - 


out either side of the engine cover. 

There were two Surtees TS19s, the Chesterfield 
car for Brett Lunger and the Durex chassis for 
last-minute entrant Alan Jones. Neither were 
fundamentally changed from their debut runs. 
The former, after a string of difficulties, was the 
last on the time time sheets and did not race. 

Frank Williams Racing Cars: The familiar two 
FW05s, in Brands trim and well-enough turned 
out to win a prize in a Concours d’Elegance before 
practice, both suspended by rubber once again; 
after various vicissitudes neither were in the top 
20 qualifiers. 

Ensign: the old-model car once again, painted 
red however and carrying Norris Industries 
sponsorship along with John Day Model Cars. 

The private Hesketh 308, still in B con- 
figuration and unchanged from Brands trim. Here 
too enough speed to qualify was not achieved. 


The lone Gitanes Ligier-Matra, likewise in 


familiar form pending completion of new body- 
york and possible new suspension geometry for 

pain. : 

A pair of Vel Miletich’s Parnellis, one an unused 
spare and the Kyalami car refitted now with 1975- 
style rear and tall airbox, a slightly shortened 
nose cone, blue paint now added to the white and 
sign-written with the team’s USAC sponsor, All 
American Racing Wheels, as a —-, 

The pair- of identical First National City Bank 
Travellers Check Specials, both used in practice 


Race data by ALAN PHILLIPS 


ep champi 


and the older chassis once again chosen to race. 


A pair of FD-04 Copersucar Fittipaldis, the 
second one newly completed for Ingo Hoffmann 
to rejoin the team. This was one of the unlucky 
seven not torace. 

For all these cars Goodyear were supplying just 
one tyre choice, a single type of front called “14” 
and a rear numbered “57”. It was a construction 
which became familiar in the Southern hemis- 
phere, clad with a ‘medium compound.” It 
appeared to be a perfectly acceptable choice, for 

ere were no complaints to speak of nor were 
there any punctures. 


PRACTICE 


The whole tone and mood of the Le was 
already apparent on Tuesday afternoon. Under 
delightfully mild southern California skies the 
mechanics, with fresh shirts and clean fingernails, 
pues. or drove representative samples of their 

1 cars out into Pme Avenue where they were 
parked in a long echelon formation. It was a com- 
petition for best turn-out, for a prize which 
totalled a thousand dollars. Drivers, some with 
uniforms actually pressed into neat creases, 
joined in, and for a couple of hours the rapport 

etween racers come to Long Beach and locals 
come to see what it was about was extraordinary, 
and everyone seemed to feel that this was one of 
the best afternoon parties they could remember. 

“A lot of them want to know what she’ll do in 
the Quarter!” reported one team member, and 
there were more than a few other inane comments 
and queries overheard, but nobody could possibly 
take offence because the whole atmosphere was so 
feendly and interested. It was only the first of the 
several good ideas po into practice by Chris Pook 
and the Long Beach organisers. 

Another set of good ideas could be seen in the 
way the city streets were efficiently turned into a 
race circuit. The short lengths of stout concrete 
‘blocks that formed the basic barrier system was 
one. Lifted into place by truck-mounted cranes, 
joined by lengths of debris fencing. they were 
something that seemed safer and at the same time 
more practical than the standard Armco-in-a- 
socket in use at European street circuits. Armco 
there was, at certain points, but mounted not on 
posts but on 50-gallon oil drums weighted with 
sand and connected with brackets hooked over 
the rims. Instead of catch fencing, walls exposed 
to head-on attack by cars were protected by nests 
of interlaced discarded tyres. The very layout of 
city streets meant that almost every sharp corner 
was easily provided with an escape road. ee 


A | \) 
me om 1 
‘ —_ 
Se + 
= 4 y 
F I" Pa I mi 
in, — 
a 
: “\ 


am? 
Py 


se 
os 


aa: 


* <oinad “9 YR. = 


TAS " : ‘ 8 a ee a ate ie Pts 
from Depailler, diving inside Hunt, Lauda, Pryce, 
Peterson, Jarier, Watson, Scheckter and the rest on lap 1 (above). Jochen Mass again put in a work- 
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Round-the-houses, California style: Regazzoni leads 


manlike performance to finish fifth (below). . 
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gather, it was a barrier system that could be 
easily put into use in any town in the world. 

The circuit had been slowed somewhat since the 
September F5000 race by sets of radial ribs at the 
apexes of several corners, which sent the cars 
around in tighter paths and cost, according to a 
concensus of estimates, about one or two seconds. 
Furthermore, the fact that the best Formula 1 
time (Regazzoni, 1m 23.099s) was more than 3s 
slower than Tony Brise’s F5000 record lap (1m 
19.9s) was obviously due to more than circuit 
changes; perhaps the conservative F1 tyres were 
one cause, and perhaps too — as both Chris Amon 
and Mario Andretti felt — the 5-litre cars had so 
much more “grunt” out of the slow corners that 
the 3-litre nimbleness was for once outmatched. 

A brutally rough circuit is Long Beach for any 
kind of car, with almost every corner tight and 
slow and many with severe bumps or surface 
changes that toss wheels inches into the air. 
There was an absolute plague of broken drive 
shafts in practice, together with several bent or 
broken suspension links and brackets. More than 
a few drivers spun more than a few times, and the 
escape roads were put to frequent use. The Fl 
cars, usually so light, nimble, even twitchy to 
watch on more open circuits, confined within 
these narrow walls appeared heavy and cumber- 
some — truly, they looked like blunt instruments 
and it was very, very rare to see even one driver 
on one lap at one corner execute a smooth, 
graceful passage. It was all lunges and jerks. 

It was tempting to wonder just what we were 
doing here, from a purist point of view anyway. It 
was simply to stage an Exhibition for the wide- 
eyed Californians, wasn’t it? Surely such an 
artifically constrained little street circuit was so 
outside the mainstream of modern F1 circuits 
that anything learnt this weekend would not 
advance the State of the Art at all? Brabham de- 
signer Gordon Murray had an interesting opinion 
about that. 

“Actually, I’d like to see a few more circuits like 
this. We’ve become just a little complacent, I 
think, we’ve had such a generally good reliability 
record over the past couple of years and we've 
gotten the cars to perform so well on our regular 
circuits. I think we’d be better for a little stirring 
up with this sort of challenge...” 

First practice, scheduled at 10am Friday, was 
delayed finally 1hr 25m because of little hitches in 
the overnight task of barrier placement. It was in 
the full warmth of noontime therefore that the 
first lap times began coming in, and they were 
surprisingly slow. Oaly the fastest few men got 
into the 25’s, during the first 1} hrs. Some of it 
was because of dust on the surface, which despite 
laborious sweeping came up in great thick plumes 
for the first little while. Gearing was seldom spot- 
on the first time either, as F5000 experience 
didn’t seem to be of much use. Besides that, 
almost everyone had to learn this convoluted, 12- 
corner circuit from scratch. That created the odd 
laugh, too! 


Ronnie Peterson led the eager field around the 
first lap and with Regazzoni hard behind came 
shooting by the pile at a good speed, into the 
braking zone for the tight, 90deg first turn — and 
straight on down the escape road, with Regga hot 
on his heels. Several others followed their example 
in the first few minutes (Hoffmann, Laffite, 
Andretti, Leclere) and on the obscured visored 
face of each man you could imagine the same 
startled expression that the front straight ended 
so soon! 

Knowledge, surface, gearing and temperature 
were all more favorable during the afternoon 
hour, and average times dropped by over a 
second, Whereas Lauda had been fastest, just, in 
the morning and that was no surprise — the 
smooth, torquey Ferraris ought to go extremely 
well on this sort of stop-go track — the hero of the 
final reckoning of the day was Dena The 
Tyrrell obviously handling just nimbly enough 
without being too nimble, and Patrick’s com- 
paratively delicate Predeion complimenting it 
periectly, he finished up at 1m 23.884s. James 

unt was half a tenth behind, followed by 
Regazzoni. Only these three were close enough to 
be considered really quick, although it was en- 
couraging to see Andretti fourth fastest half a 
second back, leading Lauda, Watson and Mass. 

Of spins, excursions, close-shaves and broken 
machines there was plenty. The World Champion, 
having sorted ratios and handling to his satisfac- 
tion and experiencing no problems, suddenly lost 
an engine. “It’s broken a liner,” his mechanic 
Guoghi reported, ‘‘because there’s water in one 
cylinder.” Niki swapped over to the T-car, but 

idn’t do a significant time in it. Bob Evans in the 
experimentally-suspended J PS lost his engine toc 
before he could learn anything useful about the 
new front end, the oil pressure going away and the 
subsequent change taking so long he never did 
run again that day. Team mate Gunnar Nilsson 
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first lost a wheelbectin gf a rear hub — oddly 
enough after having bashed that rear hub into a 
barrier. Later on he bent the car again, shooting 
up the escape road of the final turn onto the pit 
straight and dinging the right rear corner hard 
enough to kink the top link, The Marches were 
breaking drive shafts “every ten laps”; it wasn’t 
as regular as all that but Brambilla lost one and 
Peterson two and Merzario yet another. 

Both Shadows were overheating initially due to 
the team not having anticipated the warmth of 
the weather. Bigger radiators cured that nicely, 
but then both cars started peeling away their win 
end plates — so effective was the downforce 
generated by the particular aerofoil! A less 
extreme profile was adopted instead. Besides 
that, Tom Hie was ill late in the afternoon from 
acan of cold fruit juice. 

In the Surtees camp, without the benefit this 
weekend of John’s guidance, both Lunger and 
Jones were spending quite a lot of time getting 
their handling and gearing and mixture right; 
Lunger touched a wall and bent his rear sus- 
pension. At Williams, Jacky Ickx managed only 
two laps before his gearbox destroyed itself and 
the change took so long he never ran again on 
Friday. Teammate Michel Leclere shunted his 
wing. Harald Ertl went into.a wall when he moved 
over to let someone elsé “by, while Emerson 
Fittipaldi lost his nosepiece when he tagged the 
apex barrier with it ‘‘while I was trying to throw 
it around the corner like a go-kart.” 

Saturday morning’s session began on time. As 
usual this season, the 90 minutes were not 
officially timed, and most teams took the oppor- 
tunity of putting the cars on race settings with 
full tanks. Unofficial pits timing had Regazzoni 
au ckest at 23.88, with Lauda next at 24.2s. 

affite an suc esine third to that Ey three 
tenths and Watson and Hunt likewise in the 24’s. 
By the afternoon’s final session, held a bit later 
than usual at 2pm so that the air was growing dis- 
tinctly cool in a stiff sea breeze off the Pacific, 
everyone seemed to be pretty well established 
with the correct ratios and springs and cambers 
and angles. It was a good quick, sharp hour that 
demonstrated to the Long Beach populace what 
F1 is all about. The noise of Ferraris and Matras 
and Alfas and Cosworths echoed from the 
buildings and rubber was laid rich and black on 
the streets. Good watching. 

It was Regazzoni emerging quickest, nearly in 
the 22’s, with Depailler second and Hunt (James 
trying hard enough to spin once) and Lauda 
forming the second row. The World Champion 
only just made it there, for he spent the day 
recovering from not one but two stoppages from 
broken half shafts. It was ce who came to 
“7 three hundredths of the Ferrari’s best 

ime. 

Ronnie Peterson wound up sixth overall, just a 
hair ahead of a closely packed bunch consisting 
of Jarier, Brambilla, Watson, Reutemann, 
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Patrick Depailler’s Tyrrell leads James Hunt's McLaren a few seconds before the controversial incident which saw the British driver eliminated. 


Scheckter, Laffite, Pace, Mass, Andretti, 
Fittipaldi and Amon — twelve drivers within 
three quarters of a second. Rounding out the top 
20 were Stuck, Jones and Nilsson. 

Seven drivers were going to be spectators no 
matter what happened. The unhappy ones were: 
Lunger, who lost his clutch in the final session; 
Ertl, who found the handling hard work on 
springs he thought were too soft and who had a 
misfire as well; Ickx who had yet another delay 
with a failed CV joint so he had only the final hour 
to try to set the car; Evans, who like Ickx had 
hardly any practice all weekend until the last hour 
because, after his Friday troubles, Saturday began 
with a “popped circlip in the front suspension”. 
Merzario had a clutch problem and then three 
sheared halfshafts. Hoffmann lost half an hour 
when the oil tank split and there was a further 
delay because his erigine refused to start up at one 
point; he was nevertheless fairly pleased with his 
own driving and not discouraged with his brief 
second F1 meeting. Leclere was put on the list as 
first reserve; he’d hit a wall and had to have both 
radius rods changed, and was driving with almost 


desperate fury (making Brambilla, whose car was’ 


Gunnar Nilsson giving his utmost during his brave qualifying drive in the fragile JPS. 
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sitting in the middle of one of the corners with a 
broken wheel, very anxious) toward the end when 
his engine blew. : 

Some of those happy souls who did make the 
grid were only relatively Happy. Stuck, for 
instance, who deposited “about forty gallons of 
petrol on the race track, ha ha!’’ when a fuel 
itting broke, and who also lost a halfshaft, (For 
the race, March received the services of trans- 
mission manufacturer Pete Wisemann, who made 
up new drive shafts out of Talon F5000 and 
Porsche bits. Certain cars tried out, and certain 
ones used in the race, Wisemann’s differential 
“locker”’ as well.) 

Andretti was another disappointed one, for- 
after having to change his engine after it dropped 
a valve in the morning he had to abandon the final 
session because a rear suspension pick-up broke. 
“T really wanted to be out there at the end, when 
there was a lot of rubber on the ground and you 
could really lean on it. This is really a front-two- 
rows car.” 

Carlos Pace had his engine blow up in the 
morning too — ‘‘There are bits of alloy in the 
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the following drivers refused to back off in 
response to the waving yellow flags and several of 
them came within a foot of wiping a wheel off 
against the wreckage. Vittorio, almost beside 
himself with anxiety, was almost protecting his 
car with his body. It was about the most scary 
incident of the weekend. Not much spare room on 
these street circuits. 

Sunday was yet another Chamber of Commerce 
California day, and the crowd was flooding into 
the circuit from an early hour. There were a host 
of static displays for their entertainment — a pair 
of homebuilt aircraft (one of three litres capacity 
for Formula One air-racing) as well as a huge, 
noble Hawker Sea Fury (which races in the 
Unlimited class), a drag-racing boat, an enclosure 
full of the historic F1 cars that had raced the day 
before, an exhibit of John Day’s models lined up 
in actual grid order — and several more live shows 
like an air fly-by and parachute jumping. Then 
there was a Toyota celebrity race, a Kawasaki 
motorcycle demonstration race, an actual bicycle 
race, so that by the time the actual race came 
around, and we’d had the 20mins of eventful 
untimed warmup, you could hardly credit that 
there was any possible way to absorb the excite- 

- ment of that as well. 
The warmup excitement included Nilsson 


Tom Pryce went very well in the early stages before a mechanical failure; Peterson, Scheckter and Jarier having an upright pin break, Pace coming to a 


follow. 


ports” — but finally in the afternoon, ‘‘for the 
first time since we have the car I have one hour 
without problems!” The engine wasn’t per- 
forming very well, but at least it was performing. 
Still not picking up well out of slow corners, the 
Alfas were, like the Matra, in trouble with their 
gearing, there being no ratios low enough for 
them to use. Carlos Reutemann was having 
chassis trouble — if you can call it that: he went 
into a barrier in the morning and bent a top link, 
and later when a CV joint failed the wheel backed 
off and nearly came loose. : cn 2 

Jody Scheckter wasn’t getting the results of his 
team-mate Depailler. “I’ve tried to drive it 
smoothly, but that isn’t working. So I’m trying it 
the other way now.” What that meant was that he 
spun off three times in the Saturday morning 
session, twice in the same corner, and once again 
in the afternoon. “I’ve tried all the different ways 
of driving there are and it still won’t go. I just 
can’t understand it. But they’ve found a cracked 
anti roll bar bracket, maybe that has something 
to do with it, I don’t know...” 

John Watson was not having any drive shaft 
trouble — ‘‘Which I guess proves the Penske is 
not a March! Right?” cracked Don Cox — but he 
did have a broken rear upright on the spare car 
and a clutch release bearing failure in the other, 
“Which stopped me doing a 21.0s.”’ 

Brambilla’s lost wheel has been mentioned; it 
happened not long before the end of the last 
session right in the middle of a left-hand corner. It 
was the left rear wheel that broke off cleanly 
through the spokes around the hub, and the 
orange car spun violently to a stop on the racin 
line at the exit but without being damage 
further. It was a near thing, though, as certain of 
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stop with dirt in the pressure relief valve, both 
Shadows turning up with cracks in their rear 
beams due to tyre vibration, Fittipaldi with a 
caliper seized, and Scheckter spinning once more 
but this time in front of the pits where everybody 
could see. “It was embarrassing,” he said. 

Fastest (unofficial) times were: Lauda, 25.0; 
Regazzoni, 25.4; Depaller and Jones 25.5; Hunt, 
25.6 and Andretti 25.7. 

Finally after a parade of vintage and other 
interesting Southern California cars, and Phil Hill 
doing a couple of laps in the spare Ferrari 312T, at 
about one o’clock the 20 drivers planning to race 
plus the first reserve driver came out of the pits 
and did a warmup to the dummy grid. It was a 
sunny, warm, breezy, bright and beautiful day. 
What with the people hanging from buildings 
overhead and helicopter rotor noises beating 
down from overhead, what with public address 
commentary echoing in the air and last-minute 
rushes of thousands of feet across footbridges, 
what with palm trees and flowers and blue 
seascape (the old Queen Mary looming proudly 
nearby) and a uniquely festive atmosphere, not to 
mention heavily armed eager policemen (and 
policewomen) everywhere, it really was very much 
ike Monte Carlo in Long Beach. 


RACE 


After all that, it was really a bit of a shame that 
the race turned out as dull as it did. The start was 
clean, Regazzoni making a fine getaway and 
Depailler ageing a bit alongside with wormy 
wheelspin but holding onto second place into the 
first corner from Hunt. In the middle of the pack, 
Brambilla alongside Reutemann, on the inside, 


‘The good news for Regazzoni (above). Emerson Fittipaldi brought the Copersucar Fittipaldi home to 
six th place to give the marque its first championship point, 
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Any thing you can do we can do better — the American version of Monaco. 


moved sideways at the last instant and with a dull 
‘clang’ punted the Brabham against the outside 
guardrail and retired the both of them. 

A mile later, in the middle of the surprisingly 
fast back “‘straight’”’ (which is bent but F1 cars 
take it flat-out) at something like 175mph, 
Nilsson’s JPS abruptly ‘‘sat down at the right 
rear corner” and spun viciously into the cement 
wall. Gunnar was quickly out, but distinctly 
dazed, and his neck was sore for a while after- 
ward. The car unfortunately hit the wall with the 
same corner that had ‘‘sat down”, so any evidence 
of what broke first was pretty well destroyed. 

Thus there were 17 cars competing the first lap, 
and it was Regga already quite comfortably from 
Depailler, Hunt, Lauda, Pryce, Peterson, 
Scheckter (great start, that), Jarier, Laffite and 
Watson. 

They rapidly formed into a string, overtaking 
being somewhat easier at Long Beach than at 
Monaco, but not much. Stuck rammed Fittipaldi, 
and Watson found Laffite going onto the brakes 
sooner than expected and the Penske nose 
deranged itself against the Ligier tail. Next time 
around Depailler clipped the Third Turn barrier 
with a front wheel and then at the Fourth Turn 
got into an oversteer slide. He said it than 
snapped back the other way which would have 
been alright, except that Hunt had seized the 
chance to slip by and was shunted. That put 
James “out” in both the racing and the emotional 
sense, and two hours or more later he was still so 
hot that he got into a shouting match with 
Patrick in the press room. Oh, well. . . . 

At this same point Lauda did make it by, and 
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took over second place. The two Ferraris simply 
drove away then, but if any Lauda fans antici- 
pated a needle match between the two, they had 
to go without. Niki had plenty of speed in reserve 
from any other car, and he might well have been 
cruising to a resigned six points. In reality, 
though, he’s already flat-spotted his front tyres 
and was now living with a strong front-end 
vibration. Clay had no problems at all, and simply 
drove neatly and smoothly around and around, 
building up a 10 secs, then an 11 secs, and a 12 
secs second cushion. 

The Formula Fords kept scrapping among 
themselves for quite a while, with the Matra 
spicing up the mixture, and despite it’s initial 
gearing handicap out of the slow corners, was still 
blowing them off on the long straight. At one 
point, Depailler spun in “the Esses”’ (call it Turn 
Eight) and dropped back to seventh, which let his 
remarkable team-mate, Jody, up to third. It was 
Pryce, Peterson and Jarier close behind, both 
Shadows turning out to be geared too ‘long’ after 
a late ratio change, and the March gradually 
began to boil its brake fluid. Ronnie eventually 
came into the pits to have that attended to. Pryce 
stopped on the course when a driveshaft failed, 
while Jarier struggled long and hard with Laffite 
and Mass before gradually losing his gears. 

Scheckter’s fine run in what would certainly 
have wound up as third (‘‘I’m not interested in 
this race anymore, I’m only here for the money,” 
Jody had lied an hour before the start!) place 
came to a tyre-smoking end at the first corner. 
Hard on the brakes, the car suddenly snapped its 
lower front right wishbone and with the wheel 


leaning crazily, it and the other three all locked up 

solid and with dull orange flames and sparks 
ouring from underneath, the Tyrrell slid to a 
ooping stop — not quite touching any barrier. 

With Andretti out by now from a leakage of 
water where a pump casting had broken down at 
the bottom of the engine, and with several other 
cars delayed in the pits, the race turned into a pro- 
cession. The 80 laps, reduced from the originally 
scheduled 99, seemed nevertheless too long still. 

Watson, after pitting to refurbish his damaged 
nosepiece, came in a second time. He'd actually 
stopped out on the circuit when he heard a loud 
bang from the rear, but after climbing out and 
walking around he saw it was merely that an 
exhaust pipe had broken loose, so he started up 

ain eral ove to the pits for a new one. Jones, 
who had been off to a pretty fair start, lost power 
and stopped in the pits to see about a cure. The 
cure was simply to replace the ball of the metering 
unit link-rod eae into its socket, and he was soon 
racing again. But three times more he had to 
break off the the same reason. ... It was good to 
see him lapping at a good speed when he was 
lapping, however, and he had a long run with 
Fittipaldi despite being by now several laps down. 
Emerson, as a legacy of Stuck’s punting him up 
the back, had a bent and vibrating rear wheel and 
a nearly loose battery. 

Chris Amon too had engine trouble, the exhaust 
note going all terrible and the Ensign coming into 
the pits, where the reason was seen to be a broken 
exhaust primary pipe. Carlos Pace was also in the 

its, when an oversteer turned into a spin as the 

ack brakes locked on. “It was a seizure of the 
brake balance beam,” it was explained. A curious 
fault, not recently recorded in F1 annals. It is 
posrible that the extraction of a bunch of Allen 

eys from behind the brake pedal during the pit 
stop was not unrelated to the curing of the 
seizure. 

When Jean-Piere Jarier lost all his gears 
between bottom and top three laps from the end, 
what racing there was was all over. It was then 
that he lost sixth place to the onrushing 
Fittipaldi. Nor was there, as sometimes happens 
in F1, any kind of last-minute closure of the gap at 
the front of the race. Not only did Regga not have 
the courtesy to slow down to let his team-mate 
catch him wp for a nice photogenic finish — in 
fact, he set fastest race lap at just over three- 

uarters distance — at just about that stage, with 
the gap something between 11 and 25secs de- 
porate upon circumstances, Lauda began to fall 
ack massively. 

Here again appearances were deceiving. It was 
not that he was simply being sure of his points: 
with some 15 laps to go Niki had a new, very noisy 
whine in the transmission, as though the CWP 
was failing. Backing off to a cruise just calculated 
to keep Depailler behind, he lost another half- 
minute to the other Ferrari. 

Definitely one of the least lustruous GPs, but 
one often has these at new circuits. It was 
adequate proof, were any needed, that Ferrari is 
stil] on top in F1, and that where one link falters 
the other can pick up the lead. That was all the 
USA GP West did prove, but for all that it was 
still a worthwhile race to hold. It deserves to be an 
annual event, and in another year or two it might 
well pnceuce as good a race as Monaco. Long 
Beach already has about everything else. O 


America’s legendary GP driver Dan Gurney (left) 
NOLAN I ONO) BOREL 
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Lancia versus Peugeot 


Leading runners for the Safari Rally 
over Easter weekend (the fourt 

round of the WCR series) are as 
follows: 1, Waldegaard (Lancia. 
Stratos); 2, Jean Pierre Nicolas 
(Peugeot 504); 8, Timo Makinen 
(Peugeot 504 Coupé); 4, Hannu 
Mikkola (Peugeot 504 Coupé); 5, 
Shekhar Mehta (Datsun 710); 6, 
Sandro Munari (Lancia Stratos); 7, 
Ove Andersson (Peugeot 504); 8, 
Joginder Singh (Colt Lancer); 9, 
Walter Rohrl (Opel Kadett GTE); 
10, Harry Kallstrom (Datsun 710); 
11, Andrew Cowan (Colt Lancer) — 
Andrew accompanied by _co-driver 


Johnstone Syer; 12, Rhemtulla 
(Datsun 710); 14, Rauno Aaltonen 
(Kadett); 16, Bert Shankland 


(Peugeot 504); 17, Vic Preston 
(Lancia Stratos); 20, Hermann (Opel 


“My side of the story” by Colin Malkin 


Colin Malkin, recently fired from his 
works Chrysler drive by Des O'Dell, 
allegedly because of his reluctance to 
go testing and because of his 

usiness commitments, spoke out at 
the weekend in order to give his side 
of the story. . 

“T’d stop selling cars tomorrow if I 
could go rallying every day,” he said" 
in response to the O’Dell allegations 
in reference to testing. “It was me 
who was wanting to put in the 
testing miles, but I certainly 
admit that I’m not the world’s best 
test driver. ... I don’t think Des is, 
satisfied with my performance 
coming in fourth, fifth, and sixth 
behind the top Escorts; he thinks I’m 
not quick enough, and that may be 
true; but for over a year now I’ve 
been suggesting modifications to the 
car which simply haven't even been 
given a fair hearing; so I suggested 
that Chris (Sclater) should drive the 
car so as Des could compare his re- 
commendations with mine. i 

“Chris produced a long list of 
items after the Granite City, and 
every one of them was identical to 
mine! Perhaps Chris will succeed 
where I have failed — maybe Des will 
listen when he says what I’ve been 
saying; I certainly wish them well be- 
cause the car is potentially brilliant 
and the mechanics are second to 
none. I’m sorry now that I didn’t 
chuck the drive in a year ago, it’s 
been a wasted year and I’ve been 
beating my head against a brick wall 
—I _ they get the results but no 
one will ever try harder than I did 
with that car — no one.” 

We hear that Chris has been 
offered and accepted the car for 
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_dry spell. Nevertheless, Waldegaard 


Kadett); 30, Robin Hillyar (RS1800). 


There are approximately 67 entries 
and rain is apparently now beginnin: 
to fall heavily after a long hot an 


still starts favourite. 


The new Peugeot 504 which makes 
its debut on the Safari certainly pro- 
mises to be an exciting contender. 
The 2664cc 90deg V6 has reprofiled 
cams, its compression ratio raised 
from 8.6 to 9.7 to 1, and maximum 
power goes from 135bhp at 5750rpm 
to 225bhp at 7000rpm. Three twin 
choke Webers provide the induction. 
Suspension is fargel similar to that 
of the 504 saloon. All-up weight is on 
the heavy side at 1350kgs, but the 
standard equipment is as usual 
totally comprehensive. 


drives on the Circuit of Ireland, the 
Welsh and the Scottish. Should 
things go well here, then one pre- 
sumes he will be offered the post on a: 
more secure basis. In the meantime 
he is hoping to extend the Boreham 
loan on his RS1800 as it seems that 
he may be m a position to compete 
on the Total Rally in South Africa 
and remaining Spanish rallies (pre- 
sumably the Spanish itself and the 
Sherry) with this car. Apparently the 
deal on which he had been pinning 
his hopes in relation to the RS1800, 
turned out to be of less magnitude 
than original discussions had 
suggested; however it should enable 
Colin Malkin settlin 
weekend. It seems likely that he will mak 


‘ 


‘crews, 


edited by Peter Newton: 


Stratos accident: further 


blow to Circuit of Ireland 


With the demise of the Stratos from 
operational service, leading entries 
for the Circuit of Ireland have taken 
another knock, much to the dismay 
of the UAC who are becoming just a 
little paranoid about the apparent 
lack of interest which their tre- 


mendous event has generated. The 


top ten shows a pancity of British 

and with Ford showing 
apparent disinterest, the event may 
be somewhat devalued. 

The Ford dilemma seems to be 
that they have only one tarmac car 
available (Roger’s Monte car which 
he used in Monte Carlo and on the 
Firestone, and in which Coleman 
won the Circuit of Galway). The 
second car now resides in Finland 
where it will stay to be used as ice 
racer and 1000 Lakes contender. 
This same car was also recently used 
by Vatanen on the Hankkiralli. 
When Ford were planning to go to 
the Safari, a tarmac car was pro- 
mised to Coleman for the Circuits of 
Galway and Ireland. Ford can 
scarcely go back on their word now, 
and even if they did, there is still 
cal one car available which both Ari 
and Roger are very keen to drive in 
Ireland. There are simply not enough 
tarmac cars to go around, and with 
the prospect of building a new car for 
Vatanen looming, possibly in time 
for.the Welsh, the Circuit seems as 
remote as ever. Ford have made 
something of a policy of not going to 
the Circuit while the politically un- 
stable situation persists, and their 
participation last year could be seen 


him to use the car in selected events 


should Boreham agree to extend the 
loan. 


Malkin’s own rally plans _ are 


developing in healthy fashion; he is , 


expected to be seen again behind the 
wheel of Del Lines’ Carrera on the 
Welsh at least, and has been offered 
the use of an ex-Ralph Broad 
Dolomite Sprint racer turned rally 
car for the Tour of Britain. In the 
meantime he is competing on the 
Caravan Rally with a 
Withers/Banning Avenger 1600, 
’van supplied by Frank Panter of 
Reading, with whom he was asso- 
ciated last year. 


in well with Del Lines’s Berni Inns Porsche Carrera last 
eits re-acquaintance on the Welsh. 
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Russell Brookes 
tunity. 


great oppor 


in the light of the fact that there was 
a so-called ‘cease fire’ and also be- 
cause they were desperate for 
tarmac testing. 

On the latter*point, it seems that 
more testing would be most useful. 
Works participation in the rally 
seems to have been officially 
frowned upon but the importance of 
unofficial representation seems to 
have been effectively solved py he 

resence of Coleman in k’s 

scort. There are many drivers in 
this country who would dearly love 
to go to the Circuit of Ireland and 
Roger Clark and Ari Vatanen are 
among them. Boreham are certainly 

oing through, what to them at 
east, is something of a lean period 
They have not won a single event 
from among the last four in which 

they have entered. 
e Circuit of Ireland seeded top 


12 is as follows: 

1, Coleman/TBA (RS1800) sponsored by 
Motorcraft and entered by Thomas Motors; 2, 
(formerly the Stratos entry for Walfridsson); 3, 
Dessie McCartney/Terry Harryman (Porsche 
Carrera); 4, Cahal Curley/Austin Frazer (Porsche 
Carrera); 5, Russell Brookes/John Brown (RS1800); 
6, Brian Nelson/Malcolm Neill (Porsche Carrera); 7, 
— ; 8, Brian Evans/Roger Roderick Jones (Porsche 
Carrera); 9, Will Sparrow/Rodney Spokes (Vauxhall 
Magnum); 10, — ; 11, Chris Sclater/Paul White 
(Chrysler Avenger GT); 12, David Agnew/Robert 
Harkness (Porsche Carrera). 


There is to be a BBC documentary 
film made of the event and the final 
test, a spectator stage at Antrim 
Castle, will be televised live. 


Crowded Lincs 
National 


Due to an overwhelming number 
of entrants received for the Bass 
Charrington National Rally, the 
organizers have increased the entry 
list to accommodate 160 cars, and 
the number of awards have also been 
accordingly increased. 

The rally, which starts from Hart- 
ford Motors in Grimsby on Saturday 
April 24, is a qualifying round of 
both the BTRDA Gold Star, and the 
Pirelli Triple C chempionstie: 

The entries close on Saturda 
April 3, and from the total received, 
50 will be selected, and the remain- 
ing 110, plus the reserves, will be 
drawn from the ballot. 

Response from clubs willing to 
marshal stages on the event has 
been good, but if there are any other 
clubs who wish to send marshals, 
they should contact Simon Grant, at 
2 St Marys Lane, Louth, Lincs, or 
phone Louth 3777. 
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special stage 


TR7 debut 
on Plains 


This Saturday the fourth round of 
the BTRDA Gold Star championship 
gets underway. The Knutsford and 

istrict MC’s Plains Rally will be 
familiar to past and present road 
rally aces. Last year the rally, then a 
road event for the last time, won the 
coveted “Ecurie Cod Fillet” award 
for the best organised rally of ’75. 


Saturday will show whether the: 


club can achieve the same sort of 
standard while running a stage 
event. 

Rally HQ will be the Marine Hotel, 
Barmouth, (a small seaside town 
about 20 miles northwest of 
Macynlleth, and the 150 mile total 
route will contain about 30 miles of 
stages in the Coed-y-Brenin, 
Dyfnant and Aberhyrnan forest 
areas. The Forestry Commission 
have requested that advance 
spectator information is not 
publicized, but programmes on sale 
at the Marine Hotel start will 
contain spectator information. The 
hotel’s map reference is 124/610158}. 

First car is away at 10.01. There 
will be no official lunch halt and 
leading cars should be back at the 
Marine Hotel finish by about 16.00. 
There are seven stages scheduled in 
the three main forests, the longest of 
which is apparently seven miles. The 
rally has a full entry of 120 cars and 


the top ten are as follows: 

1, David Stokes/Bill Andrews (RS1600); 2, Frank 
Pierson/ Arthur Brick (RS 1600); 3, Sampson brothers 
(RS1600); 4, Randolph Whittat Williams/Roger 
Hemmings (RS1600); 5, Colin Mack/John Braid 
(Avenger GT); 6, Terry Brown/Ed Morgan (RS1600); 
7, lan Hughes/TBA (Escort TC); 8, Mike 
Rawson/Clive Richardson (Opel Kadett); 9, Richard 
Rollett/Neil Turvey (RS1600); 10, John Eaton/John 
Watson (RS1600). 


Other interesting entries include 
Robin Farrington at 12, and at 31, 
Geoff Hankin is apparently going to 
make it this time for his personal 
rally debut. He will be bringing alon 
his self-prepared Triumph TR7 an 
thus the Plains will also mark the 
debut of this new Leyland car in 
competition. 

Another shock for peaceable rally 
folk is that lurking among the 
branches at number 57 comes a new 
rallying ‘force du frappe’ in the form 
of the ebullient Jeremy Walton who 
is also making his rally debut in a 
Norman Reeves Gl _  RS2000. 
Attempting to keep him from 
leaping into the thickets will be 
Roger Jones. In an exclusive inter- 
view with AUTOSPORT on Tuesday, 
Walton was confident of overall 
honours. Would the youthful tear- 
away tycoon from upmarket Henley- 
on-Thames really set the bubbling 
rally world aflame? “I think I can 
safely say at this point in time that 
Motoring News rules OK,” he 
screamed hysterically from his quiet 
‘pied-a-terre’ hideaway ‘somewhere 
in the scenic Thames Valley’. 


@ Guess who was excluded from the 
South West Stages two weeks ago 
for smoking a cigarette while nego- 
tiating a stage? None other than a 
bespectacled co-driver thought to be 
studying Finnish! : 


® The Shenstone & DCC are at 
eo promoting their Shenstone 
hree Counties Rally, which takes 
place on Sunday, May 30. The rally 
will start and finish as usual at the 
Post House, Great Barr and more 
stage mileage than last year is 
promised. Further information for 
competitors and marshals can be 
obtained from Vaughan Allcock, 61 
Wheel Lane, Lichfield (tel: 23702). 
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the Chequered Flag Lancia. 


An utterly dejected Ron Pellat (left background) stands behind the wreck of 


Lancia outlook bleak 


Tony Pond’s spectacular accident on 
the Cheltenham Festival with the 
Lancia Stratos looked to be a very 
serious affair and the latest in- 
vestigations into the accident 
damage have not altered the initial 
pessimism in any way. The car 
appeared to roll in the air before © 
hitting a tree some 14 feet from the 
ground with the right hand screen 
pillar. It then slithered down the tree 
and came to rest on its side. Thus the 
vitally important central monocoque 
section, the key to the car’s 
strength, has been severely mauled, 
and part of it will have to be re-fabri- 
cated from scratch. 

In addition the chassis is twisted 
at both ends and both wishbones and 
radius rods have been torn out of the 
chassis. In most people’s terms then, 
the car is a total ‘write-off’ but when 
a battle-weary Graham Warner 
opal to us late on Monday, it seems 
that the ‘Flag’ are going to make an 
attempt to re-build the car them- 
selves; having ruled out a visit to 
Italy as scarcely worth the trouble, 
for it appears that even the works do 


not deal with cases such as this — 
sending the bodies away to coach- 
builder Bertone rather than dealing 


with the problems internally. 

The situation is indeed a bist one, 
and could not have happened at a 
worse moment, with two inter- 
nationals now imminent. The project 
is clearly in danger of floundering 
altogether if the necessary parts are 
not forthcoming from Italy, and 


A distinc ay 
Project 34 


previous experience does nothing to 
suggest that they will be. With 
accident damage as serious as this, 
genuine replacement parts, rather 
than home-built fabrications, are a 
must, and the Italian connection 
with relation to parts supply has 
been erratic to say the least. 

It would be a tragedy indeed for 
British rallymg were the Stratos 
project to die, and we hope that the 
team find both the inspiration and 
the hardware to carry on. It seems 
very doubtful whether the car will be 
anywhere near ready for the Welsh, 
let alone the Circuit of Ireland, and 
as Graham Warner said on Monday, 
“we're fighting two battles im- 
mediately; one is to get the parts 
from Italy and the other to get the 
car rebuilt at all.” 


castrol-autosport 
rally championship 


Castol/AUTOSPORT points after the 
second round of the championship 
last weekend are are follows: 

Drivers overall: Graham Elsmore 32; Richard lliffe 
27; Colin Malkin 27; Paul Faulkner 25; Andy Dawson 
20; Russell Brookes 19; Jeff Churchill 18; Tony 
Drummond 17; George Hill 16; Dai Roderick 15. 

Co-drivers overall: Stuart Harold 32; Monty 
Peters 25; John Brown 19; Roger Evans 18; Roger 
Jones 17; Phil Short 17; Peter Valentine 16; Bill 
Andrews 15; John Foden 14; Rob Parrott 12. 

Group 1 drivers: Bemard Banning 25; David 
Hardcastle 21; Chris Field 19; Henry Inurrieta 19; 
Tony Pond 15. 

Group 1 co-drivers: Rob Parrott 25; Keith Read 
192 Martin Whale 19; Dave Richards 15; Neil Wilson 
14; Kathy Russek 14, 

CLASSES . 

A (G1 up to 1600): Bernard Banning 15; Chris Field 

10; Chris Daisy 6. 

B (G1 over 1600): Tony Pond and David Hard- 

castle 9; Robin Eyre Maunsell and Chris Lord 6. 

C (G25 up to 1300cc): John Midgeley 13; John 

Crosse 4; Phillip James 2. 

D (G2-6 1300-1600cc): Dave Robbins6. 

E (G2-5 over 1600cc): Andy Dawson and Graham 

Elsmore 9; Russell Brookes and Paul Faulkner 6. 

Huxfords Ladies (Drivers): Jill Robinson 18; 
Jayne Neale 12. Co-drivers — Pauline Gullick 15; 
Kathy Russek 9; Valerie Guest 6. 


Oddpack Tavern 


The Tavern and Weston Super Mare 
MCs are delighted to announce that 
they have acquired the support of 
Oddpack Ltd for the font loooction 

Tavern/Weston national rally (roun 

three of the Castol championship) 
which is being staged on Sunday 
April 35th. Oddpack, suppliers of 
pre-packed car fuses, nuts and bolts 
etc, hope that the Tavern will mark 
the start of a greater involvement in 
motor sport and have kindly donated 
the £150 first prize as well as 
trophies and support material. 
Regulations for the Tavern are 
available now from John Adams, 7 
Lodge Close, Yatton, Bristol BS19 
4DX. The entry list is apparently al- 
ready half full. 


What’s brewing in Cirencester 


Castrol and Arkells Brewery of 

windon are jointly to sponsor 
Cirencester Car Club’s 1976 Arkell 
Rally which, this year, will be called 
“The Arkell Rally 1976 with 
Castrol”. 

The rally, to be held on Sunday, 
July 25, will be the sixth round in the 
1976 Castrol/AUTOSPORT Champion- 
oR The 150 mile route, starting 
and finishing in Cirencester Park, 
-will contain 75 miles of special 


worried-looking Roger Clark, shoehorned into the six-wheel 
'yrrell, listens half-heartedly to Jackie Stewart’s advice at a recent 


Ford Forum at Cheltenham. It is planned that Roger will drive the car at 


Silverstone during the next five weeks. 


stages. To maximise the number of 
stages in the Park, the rally will be 
limited to 90 cars. This will enable 
spectators to see the competitors 
several times, and ensure a very high 
quality entry. 

A number of entertainments, in- 
cluding a vintage car parade, will 
also be staged in the Park during the 
rally, giving spectators a full day’s 
non-stop entertainment. 


Tour of Cumbria 


Leading entries for the Evening 
News/Shellsport Tour of Cumbria 
this Sunday include Gavin Waugh, 
Alan Arneil, Malcolm Wilson, 
Russell Close, and Pip Dale. The 
rally, thanks to a clash of sponsors, 
it not included in any championship 
in 1976, but this should not detract 
from what is, sure to be an excellent 
event. As Mike Stephens, Secretary 
of the BTRDA said in a letter after 
last year’s event — “I think without 
question the reports on your event 
were the best considered by this 
committee in the three years in 
which we have run our Gold Star 
Championship.” 

The rally starts at the Civic Hall, 
Whitehaven and there will be over 40 
stage miles in the Lake District and 
Southern Scotland. Total prize 
money is in excess of £500. The 
finish is at the White Heather Hotel, 
Kirkbride. The event is organised by 
the Cumbria Motorsport Group. 
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Cheltenham 
chattering 


Industrial action from scrutineers? 
It could happen, and nearly did on 
the Cheltenham Festival. Scruti- 
neering time started in the ver 
early evening and continued until 
22.00 on Friday night. Late scruti- 
neering was obviously on the cards 
for some; notably the Chequered 
Flag team who had been ex- 
sda their own dramas in 

ondon; and David Sutton who was 
busy changing Jill Robinson’s gear- 
box in Llandrindod that night. Un- 
fortunately neither of these pro- 
fessional teams bothered to inform 
the scrutineer that they would be 


late. Their intentions to get the 


pupeniv 6 cars checked over the 
following morning thus remained un- 
known. It was hardly surprising 
then that the hard working 
scrutineers who were on duty at 
07.00 the next morning were not as 
cordial as they might have been had 
they had prior warning from the 
teams concerned. ... 


t 

@ A competitor on the Cheltenham 
Festival was foolhardy enough to 
arrive at a control with a perfect set 
of pace notes clipped to his co- 
driver’s map board. The alert 
marshal who spotted these long- 
hand notes reported the matter, and 
the competitor was instantly ex- 
cluded, The RAC view this sort of 
situation in a very grave light and it 
is expected that further_ official 
action may be taken from Belgrave 
Square in the matter. . . . 


@ Dennis Cardell might well have 
emerged victorious from his day long 
struggle with Will Sparrow despite 
meres fo change a puncture on 
Brechfa West; however he checked in 
one minute early at the first stage 
after lunch and was in consequence 
docked a 30-minute penalty. ; 


@ The smooth runcing of the stages 
on the Cheltenham festival was a 
very good indicator of what can be 
done and was an excellent example 
of co-operation between local Welsh 
clubs and the Cheltenham MC. 


' | 
e Afternoon stages in Brechfa and 
on Esgair Dafydd were very rough 
indeed, and during the time that the 
cars were attempting their fourth 
run through Brechfa West, some 
parts of the terrain would have been 
more suitable for a Landrover than 
an Escort. As a matter of pure con- 
jecture, one wonders whether the 
road has been graded since the 
Welsh last year; and if not, then 
what is the policy of the Forestry 
Commission towards Brechfa? Has 
it been decided to abandon Brechfa 
to luckless rallymen? If this is so, 
then perhaps a suitable adjustment 
in forestry charges might not go 
amiss. Certainly, of the first seven 
cars which went through the stage 
for the third time, four of these seven 
finished the stage with punctures. 
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The Scottish: 100 so far 


Although there are still some six 
weeks to go before the Scottish Rally 
entry list closes, over 100 competi- 
tors are already entered. Sponsored 
by Lombard North Central and 
Esso, the Scottish, which starts on 
June 4 from the Racecourse in Ayr, 
is being observed by the CSI thi 

year for possible upgrading to ECR 
co-efficient 4 (it is the only British 


event with a coefficient 3 at present). 


Pro problems 
—SCCA writ 


The Sports Car Club of America Inc 
announced it has instituted a civil 
action against David Ash of Neck 
NY, for breach of his legal obliga- 
tions to the nation’s leading motor 
sports sanctioning organization con- 
cerning SCCA’s Pro Rally series. 
Ash has held man sitions of 
responsibility in SCCA. He was 
under contract to publish SCCA’s 
monthly magazine, Sports Car, and 
was SCCA’s sponsor liaison for the 
Pro Rally series. In the suit SCCA 
contends that Ash, while serving in 
these capacities, formed the North 


American Association 
(NARA), announcing a schedule for a 
1976 rally series. 


In its complaint, SCCA charges 
Ash with violating his contractual 
and fiduciary duties to SCCA, inter- 
fering with SCCA’s contractual and 
business activities, falsely describ- 
ing NARA’s rally series as the Pro 
Rally series, infringing on SCCA’s 
copyrights, and unfair competition. 

CCA has requested the court to 
grant immediate and permanent 
relief, including injunctions against 
Ash’s or NARA’s presentation of a 
rally series with SCCA’s Pro Rally 
sponsors, organizers, participants, 
trade names, service marks and/or 
copyrights or otherwise unfairly 
competing with the SCCA Pro Rally 
series. 


Total mileage is now 1273 and 
within this total there are 212 miles 
of stages, a ratio of one stage mile to 
every five road miles. There are one 
or two interesting new stages, in- 
cluding a spectacular short tarmac 
test around the edge of Loch 
Lomond, and the organisers are 
hoping to announce shortly an entry 
of one Saab 99 from Trollhattan. 


Kevin's Trident 


Last Sunday’s Croydon & DMC 
Trident Rally was won by Kevin 
Videan/Mick Mancey in the Old 
Woking Datsun 260Z from John 
Priestley/Dave Hanshaw in their 
RS1600. The margin was a scant six 
seconds. The event was run over six 
forestry and woodland stages in the 
Camberley area, each of which were 
tackled twice. In Spite of this, stages 
generally remained in good condition 
especially in view of the area. Early 
leader was local man Ricky Wall in 
his Escort TC; but he rolled it on the 
fourth stage, Warren Heath leaving 
the leaders: battle between Videan, 
Priestley and Stan Dukes. 

In general the event was very well 
received; the only criticisms being in 
relation to the very short length of 
the stages and the long delay in the 
posting of final results which even- 
tually appeared at about 19.30 even 
though e first car was back at the 
finish by 15.30. 


@ Henry Inurrieta is very keen to 
reach the Circuit of Ireland and his 
service crew are also keen to go 
across the water, so he is anxious to 
locate someone who would like to 
share servicing and help towards the 
costs of the service crew. A competi- 
tor with an Escort would be prefer- 
able in order to facilitate the 
spares situation. Henry can be con- 
tacted at 01-622 5182 during the 
day, or 01-736 7502 in the evenings. 


Carman 
pulls out 


On Monday we received sad notice of 
Derek Carman’s withdrawal from 
rallying. The statement goes as 
follows: 

“This withdrawal is due entirely to 
the current financial situation and 
should not be construed that we are 
in any way dissatisfied with the per- 
formances of, or our relationship 
with the rally team. Indeed we feel 
Tony has given us good value, with a 
number of good results and good 
press and television coverage, and 
we are porting on entirely amicable 
terms. However, we do feel that the 
professionalism of most rally organ- 
isers does not match that of the 
competitors, and this has detracted 
from the promotional impact of their 
events. 

Our joint sponsors in 1975, Wake- 
field Albany Inns, were not able to 
continue more than taken support 
for the rally team in 1976; this extra 
financial burden has therefore fallen 
on us, plus the additional expense of 
constructing a Mark 2 Escort to 
remain competitive for outright 
honours, and after due consideration 
it has forced us reluctantly to curtail 
our rally support for the time being. 
In order that Tony Drummond may 
continue his RAC Championship 
prostanime however, we are lendin, 

im our car for use on the Welsh an 
if necessary the Scottish until a 
buyer is found. 

n the meantime we understand 
Tony is continuing construction of 
his own Mark 2 Escort, which should 
be ready for the Scottish and he is 
offering the Derek Carman Mark 1 
for sale. He is carrying on the search 
for further sponsorship: in which we 
wish him well. 

Derek Carman Catering Butchers 
have been proud to be associated 
with the quickest driver in the North 
of England and wish him the best of 
luck for the remainder of the 
season.” 

We are also led to understand that 
Derek Carman will be backing Tony 
on the RAC in November. Phil Short 
will be co-driving as usual. 


@ On Thursday, April 8, the DTV/ 
Castrol Roadshow will be held at 
City Motors, Botley Road, Oxford, 
at 7.30 for 8.00pm. The familiar well- 
tried format remains unchanged and 
all your favourites, and compere 
Foden, will be there to entertain your 
wildest fantasies (well, almost). A 
cast of thousands stars Gerry 
Marshall, John Horton and Chris 
Coburn, with a guest appearance 
from Roger Willis who, we believe, 
works for an oil company. , 

There will also be a film and static 
Vauxhall display. All you have to do 
in order to get in is merely to walk 
through the door; refreshments are 
available on the inside. 


‘A determined drive from David Hardcastle on the Cheltenham event was not without its more fraught moments. From left: 1, “How am I doing, Kathy?’ 
2, “This is how they setit up in Finland, you know.. 


4, 
“8 
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.”, 8, “Trouble is, it’s so dashed easy to overcorrect..."; 4, “Sodit!”. 
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The road to Dusty Death? 


Is the BARC about to bite the dust? Certainly 
with a trading loss of £23,000 in the last year and 
assets of only £30,000, their future is far from 
secure. 

This traditional, and some think rather stuffy, 
club traces its origins back to the non-commercial 
days of Brooklands and Goodwood when the 
club’s motto was “The Right Crowd and no 
Crowding”. For which you may read, poor spec- 
tator attendances. . 

That same brand of expertise which managed to 
keep the thronging crowds away from its races at 
Brooklands and Guorwoed lives on at Thruxton. 
And it is for this reason that the Club could find 
itself accelerating harshly towards Carey Street, 
where the Scrutineer would be replaced by the 
Receiver. 

Sidney Offord, a former Essex restaurateur 
and doyen of the Italo-Essex ice cream dynasty, 
runs the club answering to the General Council, 
described rather harshly, I feel, by its detractors 
as a bunch of pontificating middle-class bores. 

And what does the man in the middle of this 
miasma of mediocrity think about it all? Can the 
club retrieve itself from this fiscal fiasco? Will it 
merge with the younger and more progressive 
BRSCC? Or will John Webb take it over? 

Alas, there is no way of me finding the answers 
to these questions for the jovial Mr Offord is not 
speaking to me since I wrote the piece about his 
Zep snarshals vouchers. 

en last I offered a verbal olive branch he 
spun, melodramatically, on his heel with the 
retort, “I’m not speaking to you”, and avoided b 
millimetres a collision with a passing waiter whic 
could have showered us all with a dish of chicken 
vol-au-vent for 12 persons. 

It would be sad to see the BARC go to the wall. 
The first motor race I ever saw was one of their 
events and the first race I took part in was one of 
theirs too. But they are the emotional reasons. On 
the harsh business front it would be bad for the 
BRSCC to be left with a monopoly situation. 
Monopolies seldom benefit anyone but 
themselves. 

But there seems little possibility of an alter- 
native. The programme of activities is little differ- 
ent to all the previous years in which they have 
lost money. Their grand gala is the F2 event at 
Thruxton. Predictably it will lose money because 
the club won’t pay money to F1 stars and the 
pauts in their turn won’t pay money to watch a 

unch of English no-hopers run against an 
unheard-of collection of continentals. 


Intrigue by instalments 


There is a sad sequel to the saga of the BAKU 
marshals voucher intrigue. You will recall that 
marshals were offered a 25p voucher for each 
meeting and the trick was that only marshals who 
were members of the club could cash them in. 
Others could use them only to purchase club 
membership. 

The BARC relies mainly on non-member 


The BARC’s Sidney Offord. 
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prenatal many of whom have no desire to join the 
club. 

Marshal Steve Garrett and a couple of his 
mates got together and looked at their bookin 
sheet and figured that between them they woul 
earn about £14 in vouchers this season. Steve con- 
tacted the good-natured Mr Offord and asked if 
their vouchers could be made over to the Roger 
Williamson Fund. 

The Fund provides valuable training for 
marshals and funds training days for clubs all 
over the country. It is recognised as being the 
only really valuable marshal/safety organisation. 

he good Mr Offord’s answer was simplicity in 
the extreme. “No way,” he said. And further dis- 
cussion extracted the apinion that his club could 
well survive without the services of such non- 
members as Mr Garrett and his mates. 

My advice to Mr Offord. Take a week off and 
read Montgomery’s memoirs. Learn from him 
that when the chips are down and when you're on 
the slippery slope you stuff your Colonels and 
Committees and look after the troops in the field. 
Without their support you’ll never win your 
battles. They are the majority and they are the 
opinion leaders. In civvie street, General Offord, 
your troops are your marshals. Lose their good- 
will and you'll find the daunting vision of Carey 
Street becomes a stark and unpleasant reality. 


Rule Britannia 


Amazing what a coat of red, white and blue paint 
does to people’s sense of perception and objec- 
tivity. It seems to throw off a patriotic aroma 
which intoxicates people and sends them off to 
their typewriters humming Rule Britannia and 
whistling God Save the Queen. What a wonderful 
thing patriotism is. But how much more wonder- 
fulis truth. 

I refer to the launch of the nationalised 
£100,000 racing J agus project. Fleet Street prac- 
tically wept as it dredged up pictures of D-types 
winning at Le Mans to decorate its pages. Motor- 
ing wubers could hardly get to their handbooks of 
eulogistic clichés fast enough. 

How come they all forgot to mention that at its 
race track debut it was hours late arriving, outing 
the few laps that it ran the driver spun into a fiel 
as the radiator poured water over a front wheel, a 
faulty wheel caused a puncture and shortly there- 
after the engine ceased to function. But you’ve 
got to admit that it does look handsome. And 
very red, white and blue. 

Let us hope that in addition to curing their 


problems they are a little more punctual in get-' 


ting their racer to the line than they have been 
with their much vaunted, much pubhaised and 
long-promised rallying TR7. 

Certainly there can be no excuse of lack of sup- 
port from the top. In the old Lord Stokes’s days 
motor sport was something of a dirty word. But 
today one of its biggest supporters is the new 
Chief Executive Alex Park. 

Well wrapped up and in wellies he was picking 
his way through the mud at the Race of Cham- 
pions. Where was he sitting to watch the race? 


“Oh, I don’t have a seat, I like to walk around and 
watch from as many of the corners as I can during 
the race.” 

The blunt-spoken, white-haired northerner 
freely admits to being a race fan. “I’m not just a 
number tumbler you know.” And with that he 
strode off towards what used to be Clearways. 


Beeb's wobblies 


Incident One: Eighteen stone Observer photo- 
grapher Ray Green on duty, lens at the ready, 
behind the goal covering a Nottingham Forest 
match. Two official messengers appear and 
request that he move his position. He’s standing 
in front of an advertising hoarding and obscuring 
it from the TV cameras. 

Incident Two: German TV creates an all-time 
first in transmitting coverage of the first spon- 
sored football match. Eintracht Frankfurt carry 
their Remington sponsorship on their shirts while 
opponents Bayern Munich bear the legend 

ampari. 

Incident Three: BBC cancel their TV coverage 
of the Race of Champions at Brands Hatch. Too 
much advertising visible on the cars is the reason 
they give. All this in the same week. 

Some say it is the Durex presence that has 
given the Beeb the wobblies and that rather than 
discriminate against them, and risk an ugly scene 
and possible legal retribution, they have covered 
themselves in saying that it’s not one sponsor, it’s 
the total escalating presence of all advertising. 

Barrie Gill insists that this is not the case. And 
he’s in a good position to know, since in addition 
to his regular commentating work for both BBC 
TV and radio he also runs the Durex motor racin 
Promolions operation so he sees it from both 
sides. 

“It’s not the Beeb’s idea. They are acting under 
pressure from the European Broadcasting Union.’ 
Advertising in all televised sports has got to be 
trimmed back,” says Gill. 

Incident Four: CHS Publicity offer for sale 
atlvervining banner sites at sporting events with 
guaranteed TV coverage. Example: at Lords with 
45 hours of TV time a 30 foot site for £2000. A 
little more expensive if you want to be at Man- 
chester United’s ground for 10 televised matches. 
That'll be £2500. Working on a smaller budget? 
Why not have a goal-line site on Match of the Day 
for only £1000. 

Will any of these offers be affected by the 
current BBC clamp-down? “Not at all,” says 
CHS’s Brian Beard. ‘“‘We have an understanding 
with both BBC and ITV.” 

Question. Why is it that football and cricket can 
have this ‘‘understanding” with the TV com- 
panies and motor racing can not? 


Quote of the Week 


In the Mallory paddock arguing heatedly over 
whose fault the FF2000 accident was: Syd Fox, 
“You ought to grow up”; Tiff Needell, “And you 
ought to give up.” 


Sticker of the Week: In the back of a Mazda, Buy 
Blitish. 


Racer Syd Fox—too old? 


23 


CHELTENHAM FESTIVAL RALLY 


After a brilliant drive, Graham Elsmore took overall honours by 42s —a fine demonstration of this young driver’s enormous potential. 


Evolution of a British superstar? 


By PETER NEWTON Photos by HUGH BISHOP 


Should anyone have remained sceptical or unconvinced of the rally driving talent of Mr 
Graham Elsmore, perhaps the events of last weekend will serve to dispel their doubts. Last 
October Graham finished a fine second to Nigel Rockey on this same event, and in the inter- 
vening six months he has posted a number of impressive results which more than justified 
last Saturday’s starting number of four. The intervening months have clearly been well 
spent, for in 1975 Graham had very little pressure on him and everything to gain. Last 
weekend it was a different story and, with a Stratos and several of the latest quick Escorts 
around him, the pressure was firmly on from the start. He responded by producing a totally 
professional and unflustered performance and was never overtaken all day while under 
constant pressure from the experienced Paul Faulkner, not to mention the Lancia Stratos in 
the early stages. Were someone to step in now and send Mr Elsmore to that northern Mecca, 
Scandinavia, while he is still on “only 23 years old” perhaps we too could have our very own 
young “superstar”... 

After the sad and final demise of the seemingly perennially ill-fated Lancia, owing to a 
remarkably uncharacteristic, very expensive and undoubtedly harrowing error from Tony 
Pond, the stage was left for Elsmore and Faulkner to dominate the rally. These two swopped 
stage times in commanding manner for the remainder of the day; Paul eventually had to give 
best to the ‘‘youngster” after himself producing a fine drive back to the top of his form. Had 
he ‘‘switched on” a fraction earlier in the opening stages, then the 42-second margin would 
have perhaps been narrowed; as it was, nothing the Southerners could produce brought the 
slightest mistake from.Elsmore who, equipped with his usual 1700cc AVJ motor and five- 
year-old car (formerly belonging to Laurie Richards, among others!), left all opposition 
floundering in his wake. Alan Blake became a happy man again... 


panache not normally associated with British 


ENTRY 


A six-month time span is not a long one in terms 
of rally organisation. In the case of the Chelten- 
ham Motor Club, who have been steadily building 
up this event so professionally over the years, it 
was enough to re-produce a rally which was 
virtually impossible to fault. But hove the rally 
fraternity stepped in to cover themselves with dis- 
credit: and on a night which should have boasted 
some well-deserved celebrations, there was merely 
acrimony and remorse awaiting most of the 
company present, who were both embarrassed 
and upset by some extraordinarily puerile and 
mindless vandalism which must serve only to 
further alienate hoteliers, townsfolk and the 
general public against the brutish behaviour of 
small-time “rally” hoodlums. 

Perhaps one felt most sadness for Tony 
McMahon and the Cheltenham MC, who pro- 
duced a rally of sparkle and character with the 
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nationals. Almost identical in format to last 
October’s event, the Cheltenham Festival made 
use of just four forests to produce 16 stages 
totalling over 80 miles of loose surface motoring. 
This 80 miles is the maximum possible which can 
be extracted from the immediate area, and this 
year the day’s action based itself on the little 
town of Llandovery, wherea day-long service area 
played host to the comings and goings of rally 
cars. The whole town took on an air of buzzing, 
vital activity, lending a pleasant foreign feel to 
the event, rather in the style of a Boucles or a 
Ronde. This atmosphere was not accidental, it 
was deliberately and successfully induced by the 
organisers who had worked diligently on the 
Public Relations side to keep food and drink flow- 
ing throughout the day. Not only was potentially 
contentious servicing kept totall off the public 
highway, it was all strictly controlled in one place, 
which served to put those competitors who might 
formerly have been more equal than others now 


castrol-autosport 
rally championship 


Round 2 


on level terms with the less fortunate majority. 

Nothing was left to chance: digital clocks, used 
exclusively, worked with total efficiency; target 
timing, pioneered on this event last year, again 
proved its worth; doctors were present in case of 
emergency on every stage; and marshals and 
organisers alike seemed to go out of their way to 
be pleasant yet firm and efficient. There were no 

rotests aad | an excellent day was in consequence 
be by all. There was great competition, drama, 
even tension — what a farcical, ironic situation, 
then, that the rally fraternity should themselves 
sully their own pitch in the aftermath. The results 
seem likely at the time of writing to have turned 
the nostalgic old rally town of Llandrindod Wells 
against its perennial nomadic visitors who have 
remembered it, and its inhabitants, with some- 
thing approaching affection over the years. There 
cannot be many places which have hosted rally 
festivities to the extent that the old Metropole 
Hotel has done; but the proprietors cannot have 
been prepared for the wilful self-destruction of the 
fraternity’s own enjoyment, not to mention the 
damage caused to the building. 

Forest roads in Halfway, Coyehen and Brechfa 
were built many years ago; the going is hard, 
largely smooth, very resistant to rally traffic 
(although Esgair Dafydd and Brechfa West 


Top 20 starters 

1, Colin Malkin/John Foden (Porsche Carrera) Berni Inns; 2, Tony 
Pond/Dave Richards (Lancia Stratos) Chequered Flag; 4, Graham Els- 
more/Stuart Harrold (Escort RS1600) Team Avon Tyres/AVT; 5, 
George Hill/Peter Valentine (Vauxhall Magnum) Martin Group; 6, Jan 
Churchill/Rupert Saunders (Porsche Carrera) Autofarm/Castrol; 7, 
Richard lliffe/Roger Jones (RS1600) Team Avon Tyres/ Castrol; 8, Paul 
Faulkner/Monty Peters (RS1800) Private; 9, Laurie Richards/John Tew 
(RS1800) Century Oils Ltd; 10, David Stokes/Bill Andrews (RS1600) 
Team Avon Tyres/Castrol; 11, Will Sparrow/Ron Crellin (Vauxhall 
Chevette) Private; 12, Robin Farrington/A. Fraser (RS1600) Private; 13; 
Graham Lepley/Maicolm Harvey (RS1800) Derby Road Garage; 14, 
Gordon Batchelor/Roger Jenkins (RS1600) Team Avon Tyres; 15, Reg 
Mullenger/Peter Roberts (RS1600) Private; 16, Jeff Churchill/Roger 
Evans (RS1800) J. C. Van and Car Hire/Shellsport; 17, Dai 
Roderick/Peter Southern (RS1800) Private; 18, Terry Brown/Ed 
Morgan (RS1600) ATS; 19, Chris Lord/John Horton (Vauxhall 
Magnum) Elgan Organs; 20, Robert James/Rob Davies (RS1800) 
Private. 
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became particularly rough in the afternoon) and 
when damp, very slippery, particularly in 
Brechfa. These are the surfaces which allow the 
Cheltenham MC to run so many repeated stages. 
The system, with cars often running at 30-second 
intervals, is proven, works well, pose, the action is 
open and finalized on the daunting slopes of 
sgair Dafydd hillclimb with its fearsome drops, 
breathtaking views, fresh air corners. 

The entry list suggested that there would be a 
number of men well worth the effort of watching. 
Although it is only just into April and still early in 
the season, one can now discern a distinct trend 
towards low numbers of entrants in good quality 
stage rallies. Indeed some would say that the 
sport, with its fetish for good and sizeable 
quantities of stage miles, is pricing itself out of 
existence. One hopes this will not be the case, for 
the standard set by the Cheltenham Festival is 
not replaceable overnight, and will certainly be 
sorely missed. At around 100 entries, the rally 
was clearly going to run at a loss this year; but 
last-minute programme sales at spectator ope 
venues, and in Llandovery itself, just hauled the 
rally out of the red. The immediate days prior to 
the rally were ones of strain for principal rally 
organisers who, by the weekend, were all but 
resigned to further underwriting of the cost of 
their rally. 


RALLY 
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Two years ago, Colin Malkin won the Cheltenham 
Festival in a Chrysler. This year he returned, 
larger than life, to drive Del Lines’s Berni Inns 
Porsche Carrera; something to which he had been 
looking forward with relish. Del had stiffened up 
the suspension with ‘Safari’ torsion bars in 
accordance with the driver’s suggestions; the 
latter was thus delighted with the handling, and 
Porsche reliability was very much in evidence. 
Not though for Jan Churchill, who brought his 
newly sprayed and very smart Carrera back to the 
forests, only to have a driveshaft flange give way 
in Crychan 1, this after having renewed the 
offen ing parts as preventative maintenance 
before the event. He scarcely had a chance to 
evaluate his or the car’s performance which had 
been the object of the exercise from the outset . . . 

With Piggy Thompson ‘under wraps”’ with ’flu 
in Yorkshire, the only other unusual vehicle in the 
top ten was the Chequered Flag Stratos, making 
an appearance with Tony Pond/Dave Richards in 
the cockpit. A week of the now familiar pre-rally 
dramas culminated this time in a most unfor- 
tunate tragedy when Tony Pond put the car off at 
the flying finish of Halfway forest. Testing the 
oe Thursday was short-lived to say the 
east when, after less than a mile, one of the rear 
brake calipers broke up, smashing an upright and 
locking a wheel solid at over 100mph while Tony 
was negotiating a long constant radius corner! 
With a totally new Chas Beattie designed front 
end geometry, plus a rebuilt rear suspension 
following the Dawson Granite City incident, 
testing was sorely needed and Tony was indeed 
very unhappy with the handling. 

It was not to be, but by dint of superb efforts 
from the team, the car made the start, albeit after 
Ron and the boys had spent most of Friday night 
trying to recover the brakes, which had again 
faded away to coping Sollee caliper replace- 
ment and brake bleedi nd rocedure. Tony was 
clearly still very wary wi the handling of the car 
from the outset and it was visibly an oversteering 
handful as he flung it round Esgair Dafydd. A 
comprehensive service investigation was planned 
after Halfway forest, but sadly the wildly 

rating car never made it. The flying finish of 

alfway forest was situated on an almost right- 
angle corner just after a brow, coinciding with a 
change of surface and preceded by a long downhill 
flat-out straight — a treacherous but neverthe- 
less known hazard which was accompanied by a 
caution board. Perhaps the brakes were again 
starting to play their tricks, or the car’s 
behaviour deteriorated further, but whatever the 
contributory factors, Tony failed to make the 
corner, sliding wide and putting a back wheel over 
the edge of a steep bank. He felt he would easily 
have retrieved the situation even then with a 
front-engined car, but the rearward weight bias of 
the Stratos dragged it remorselessly yet slowly 
down, and the car tumbled overa long precipitous 
slope before its fall was arrested by a stout tree. It 
came to rest upside down, wedged between tree 
and bank, its roof and aerial off the ground. With 
petrol seeping from the central tanks and no other 
way out, the crew were forced to punch out the 
front screen to escape from the wreck, both badl 
shaken. The car is a sad sight to’behold and it will 
be many weeks before it takes to the woods again. 
A white-faced Tony Pond added later, “When you 
go off, it doesn’t matter what the circumstances 
are, it’s simply the driver’s fault and that’s that.” 
He was clearly putting more than a little effort 
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Jeff Churchill has managed to sha 
with third place. 


into concealing the wretchedness he must have 
been feeling. 

Turning to less sad subjects, Laurie Richards 
was debuting his new Lloyds built RS1800 whose 
resplendent Century Oils colours were still 
“tacky” after completion of the job at 17.00 on 
Friday. Mk 2 parts are at a premium these days 
and Laurie was unhappy Seat the back axle 
which, though four link-located, seemed somehow 
“wrong”. After a morning spent in fourth place, 
unable to get in touch with the leaders, Laurie had 
Tony Fowkes peering under the car at the lunch 
halt in an effort to diagnose the bounce, wheelspin 
and lack of traction he was experiencing. A 
dropped valve and lack of fuel on a road section 
terminated his afternoon efforts prematurely, 
however. 

DTV’s withdrawal from the rally was nowhere 
near enough to deter Will Sparrow. He had been 
“evaluating” Barry Foley’s Tour of Britain, Thor 
Hammers sponsored Vauxhall Chevette which 
was on loan to him from Blydenstein. “Could he 
enter it in a rally?’’, he asked. ‘‘Yes,” came back 
the reply. So a beaming Will, accompanied by 
equally jovial Ron Crellin, bounced their way into 
the forest on “Foley’s Konis”. The little car, its 
engine tortured by the Sparrow right foot, 
screamed pitifully among the trees; its baleful cry, 
however, was lost on both spectators and crew- 
men alike, who grinned hugely throughout the 
day. The strut top mounts were welded up at 
lunch, and grinning continued in the afternoon. It 
was indeed a sight for soreeyes.. . 

Chris Lord, accompanied by the perennially 
bright-eyed John Horton, debuted his new G1 
Elgam Organs sponsored Vauxhall Magnum. 
This is the first time that Chris has driven the car 
(or G1) in competition, and he was rapidly dis- 
mayed and disillusioned by the handling of his 
new steed on the loose; eventually he lost count of 
the times he had been off. He was also un- 
impressed by the Vauxhall’s unpredictable 
straight-line stability. Earnest late-night 
discussions with previous Vauxhall tenants have 
hopefully given him a few ideas with which to 
experiment before the Tavern. He had certainly 
not expected to be beaten by at least two 
Avengers and a Ford Capri! 

It was certainly Bernard Banning’s day im 
Group 1, and he took the honours with his 1600 
engine after a polished performance in the 
Withers/Castrol car which lapsed for only a 
moment during the afternoon’s Brechfa visit, 
when the Avenger was off for about a minute. He 
still swept the board comfortably ahead of a hard- 
trying David Hardcastle, who took his sponsor’s 
wife along for the ride and was rewarded with a 
worthy 12th overall. The Capri is clearly not the 
easiest outdoor animal to tame, but David feels he 


-has learnt a great deal from his recent Hankkiralli 


~ os 


ke off the Gremlins with his new Mk 2 Escort and finished the day 


experience,’ Fiat 500 saga and all! Terry Kaby is 
sti struggling with his Dolomite Sprint and after 
bending the steering rack (deja vu?) in the early 
stages, lost count of the times he spun the car. 

Lunch was a leisurely and convivial affair taken 
in and around the Castle Hotel, Llandovery, 
where a plethora of dramatic tales awaited the 
ears of the information hunters. Taken downhill, 
Esgair Dafydd is a place for the brave or the fool- 
hardy. Several crews were in a brave mood that 
morning, and Gordon Batchelor remembered two- 
ee round the outside of the fresh air pened 
on the lofty heights! Second time round an HT 
lead burnt through, and he embarked on another 
morale-lowering non-finish, coming out for 
practice briefly during the afternoon. 

Gordon’s current run of back luck has been 
almost eclipsed by Jeff Churchill of late, and 
before the start he intimated that his next few 
rallies might well be his last if matters did not 
improve. He was certainly in a determined mood 
with the new Mk 2, frightening Roger Evans on 
Esgair Dafydd, and generally working very hard 
indeed. After lunch he had to work harder still for 
the brakes, with which he has had previous 
trouble, and began a disconcerting “balance” 
game, one moment transmitting all the retard- 
ation to the front, the next to the rear, a situation 
resulting in terminal understeer followed by an 
immediate and violent spin! To finish third overall 
after troubles of this nature with a still poorly 
handling car was a tribute to a gritty drive. 

The feeling among anumber of the new Escort 2 
owners seems to be at present, “‘Where can I get 
my hands on my wonderful old car?” Rovert 
James would certainly subscribe to these senti- 
ments. He had a ara miserable day, going off 
twice on the first stage, on the former occasion 
perm sier | the TCA and anti-roll bar; and almost 
going off again in Crychan before deciding to 
“OO” in the afternoon as further sorting was 
obviously a priority. The uncooperative beast was 
not finished with him, however, and while 
trickling slowly through an afternoon stage, the 
car, in James's inimitable words, ‘‘Suddenly omy 
up on some rocks!” At breakfast on Sunday he 
likened the handling to that of a ‘“‘pregnant frog” 
and was hoping that a rebuilt and heightened 
front suspension might cure the car’s evil and un- 
predictable ways. * 

Tony Fowkes was a highly popular an 
delighted Course Opener using his old car for 
perhaps the last time. Bryan Harris put them at 
third overall at the lunch halt, and a beaming 
Tony, resplendent in his flat “driving” hat, was 
trying “off and on!” It must have been during one 
of those “on” moments during the afternoon 
when he understeered off and broke the TCA in 
Halfway forest while allegedly doing ‘what oy 
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like a really good time!” Spectators ran back to 


flag down approachin 
Escort was pushed o 
was it clear than Terry Brown hit the same bank 
and rolled, finishing his rally upside down in the 
middle of the track. 


rally cars while Tony’s 


In truth the afternoon was witness to some ° 


amazingly dramatic motoring; and spectators 
were treated to some unforgettable and some- 
times unnerving sights in Halfway forest where, 
despite several strong challengers, Re 
Mullenger, who had already rolled on SS1, too. 
the prize for spectator-value outright (featuring 
as the climax of his act, a wall of death specta- 
cular!), while Faulkner and Elsmore won the 
wooden spoon for consistency and smoothness! 
Poor David Stokes had another of those unfor- 
tunate rallies which seem to have an unhappy 
tendency to re-occur. He broke a throttle cable on 
the first Brechfa stage of the morning, restarting 
behind Terry Brown after the passage of some 
four cars. Almost immediately the gearlever 
broke off in his hand and he finished the stage 
only able to engage second and third. Brechfa was 
immediately rerun by the cars, and second time 
around Stoke’s second throttle cable broke. This 
time David finished the stage in true rally style 
with Bill Andrews under the bonnet, operating 
the throttle! He was down with the early 30s at 
lunch, but was persuaded to continue despite a 
bad oil leak, and set some impressive times in the 
afternoon, eventually finishing 14th, netting 
some cash, some points, and a Man of the Meeting 
award. 

Stokes however was not alone with a gearbox 
malady, for so too was Colin Malkin who began 
aeeereecing a continually deteriorating situation 
after only four stages when the gearlever kept 
jumping out of second, with the result that co- 
drive Foden had no choice but to cling onto it to 
keep the gear engaged. The problem was an elon- 
ee hole in which an Allen key secured the gear 

inkage to the ’box. An attempt was made to im- 
prove the situation at lunch by blocking the hole 
with paper, but Colin even turilly had to tackle the 
last four stages with second gear only at his 
disposal. So frustrated was he by this incon- 
venience that on the long straights of Brechfa he 
tried to find another gear and lost the one he did 
have as a result! It was thus slow going to the 
finish, and on the way there had been the normal 
fire on the rear valence and some most spectacu- 
lar motoring. Del himself ventured out to watch 
just once. He was so shocked by what he saw that 

e scurried back to Llandovery and remained in 
situ for the remainder of the event! 


Perhaps it was the fact that he became the 


father of a daughter on Saturday night (or could it 
have been the presence of demon co-driver Roger 
Jones?), but Richard Iliffe found some of his old 
form last Saturday and only lost out slightly in 
the afternoon. He was lying an impressive third at 
lunch before a costly puncture on the fourth visit 
to Brechfa meant a minute’s loss. Then a brief 
indiscretion at the top of the last hill in‘Crychan 
had spectators pushing his Escort in an attempt 
to re-light the flooded engine. This in turn cost 
him almost another minute and almost certainly 
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the roadway. No sooner . 


third place to the struggling Jeff Churchill. 

During all this time, the Martins car had been 
sliding wildly about on very inappropriate rear 
springs. The team had changed them at the lunch 
halt, a job that takes some 30 minutes. Unfor- 
tunately the newly fitted variety were a positive 
detriment to the handling, and George, having his 
first proper drive in the car since last year’s RAC, 
spent many happy moments looking into ditches 
and banks from close quarters. He even managed 
to go off in Halfway forest at exactly the same 
spot as he did last October on the same rally. This 
pine however, the car visited the inside of the 

end! 

The final saga of the rally was left to Graham 
Lepley who (as the story goes), spurred on by the 
pe chological “encouragement” from a certain 

ewport car trader who was acting in his capacity 
as Course Car and Esgair Dafydd specialist, raced 
off at frenetic speed, only to collide with a 
mountain and put the footwells several inches 
further back than their designer had intended. A 
sad finale for the Derby Road car — but the real 
shock came later in the Metropole, when Graham 
was reliably reported to have smiled! 

Thus an almost perfect rally drew on towards 
what most people assumed would be an equally 

leasant evening. There had been nothing to 
ault, save a pete 30-minute delay at Brechfa on 
account of the marshals having gone to lunch, 
leaving just a skeleton team to re-arrow an eight- 
mile stage. With the help of a number of selfless 
outsiders (eg Tony Fowkes and Alan Cadogan, 
the latter happily acting as an essential course- 
closing car) and the committee direction of Tony 
McMahon, the day had been an unqualified 
success. He cannot have imagined that his rally 


would be sabotaged from among the ranks of 


those for whom the Club had worked so hard, but 
this regrettable state of affairs seems to be the 
case. 

The Metropole Hotel is a rambling, faded old 
building, tall and statuesque with around 300 
rooms. After a prompt prize-giving, a few drops of 
water and then a steady stream was noticed filter- 
ing through the ceiling of the bar. Initial mirth 
soon died away when it was realized that this was 
no accident or management-inspired mistake. A 
number of baths on the upper floors had been 
systematically blocked and left to overflow, taps 
running flat-out; the result was shorted electrics 
and minor pandemonium. The fire alarm was also 
smashed, leading to further irritation for resi- 
dents and management. If the immediate results 
of this amazingly thoughtless and troglodyte 
work were pernare Re eee for the execu- 
tors, one hopes that the long term implications 
will please them more. Immediate results were a 
summary closing of the bar, summoning of the 
law, and a souring of the evening for almost every- 
one. 

Long term implications are obvious. Rallies in 
Wales (or almost anywhere for that matter) 
depend on local public opinion and hoteliers for 
their continued survival. The Metropole is one of 
the most influential pressure groups in the 
Central Wales hotel trade, and the management 
was far from amused. At the time of writing it 


seems doubtful that rallying will return there for 
some time, and when hoteliers get around to com- 
paring notes, as they do frequently, the situation 
could go from bad to worse. Rallying cannot 
afford to alienate sections of public opinion, the 
sport is hopelessly vulnerable as it stands, and it 
depends on tacit public consent for its very 
survival. “Billy Bunter’’ pranks such as this can 
only be totally destructive to the sport and make 
one wonder whether it is really worth the effort of 
putting on rallies in the first place if the sporting 
clientele can only react in such a mindless way. 
Whatever happened to good old-fashioned 
drinking? 

Last words from a justifiably embittered Tony 
McMahon: ‘‘Maybe York MC really got on to 
something when they were forced to use the 
Cattle Market for their rally finish...” 

Perhaps we should hire a disused demolition 
site or camping ground for our next venue (we 
may well have to), and then the “funny” boys can 
pull out all the guy ropes. 


1976 Cheltenham festival Rally 
1, G, Elsmore/S. Harrold (RS 1600) 94.56 pens; 
2, P. Faulkner/M. Peters (RS1800) 95.38; 
3, J. Churchill/R. Evans (RS 1800) 99.42; 
4, R. lliffe/R. Jones (RS1600) 99.45; 
5, G. Hill/P. Valentine (Vauxhall Magnum) 99.52; 
6, D. Roderick/P. Southern (RS1800) 100.33; 7, C. Malkin/J. Foden, 
(Porsche Carrera) 100.40; 8, M. Wilson/J. Davies (RS1600) 101.49; 9,° 
B. Banning/R. Parrott (Avenger GT) 103.17; 10, J. Price/M. Sones 
(Alpine A110) 103.46. 
Group 1 
1, B. Banning/R. Parrott (Avenger GT) 103.17 
2, D. Hardcastle/K. Russek (Ford Capri 3000) 104.49. 
STAGE TIMES 
SS1 Esgair Dafydd 1 
1, Elsmore 3.29; 2, Pond 3.30; 3, Batchlor 3.31; 4, Faulkner 3.34; 
5, Malkin and Brown 3.35. 
SS2 Esgair Dafydd 2 
1, Pond 3.30; 2, Elsmore 3.31; 3, Faulkner 3.33; 4, Roderick 3.37; 
5, lliffe and Brown. 
$S3 Crychan 1 
1, Elsmore 9.25; 2, Faulkner9.37 3, Pondand Richards 9.44; 5, Hill 9.52. 
SS4 Halfway 1 
1, Elsmore 3.05; 2, Pond 3.09; 3, Richards 3.13; 4, lliffe and Faulkner 


S$S5 Brechfa West 1 
1, Elsmore 6.03; 2, Faulkner 6.11; 3, Malkin 6.21; 4, Hill 6.22; 5, lliffe 
26. 


SS6 Brechfa West 2 

1, Faulkner 6.15; 2, Elsmore 6.21; 3, Hill and lliffe 6.22; 5, Malkin 6.26. 
SS7 Brechfa East 1 

1, Faulkner 8.44; 2, Elsmore 8.50; 3, Iliffe 8.55; 4, Hill 9.03; 5, Richards 
9.12. 

SS8 Halfway 2 

1, Faulkner 3.14; 2, Elsmore 3.16; 3, lliffe and Richards 3.21; 5, Brown 
3.22 


SS9 Crychan 2 

1, Elsmore 9.32; 2, Faulkner 9.37; 3, Iliffe 9.45; 4, Hill 10.04; 5, Malkin 
10.06. 

$S10 Brechfa EAst2 

1, Elsmore 8.47; 2, Faulkner 8.51; 3, lliffe 9.07; 4, Brown9.17; 5, 
Churchill 9.20. 

$S11 Brechfa West3 ; 

1, Elsmore 6.16; 2, Malkin and Stokes 6.28; 4, Lepley 6.29; 5, Roderick 
and Banning 6.32. 

SS12 Brechfa West 4 

1, Faulkner 6.04; 2, Elsmore 6.13; 3, Brown 6.14; 4, Lepley 6.22; 5, lliffe 
and Stokes 6.23. 

SS 13 Halfway 3 | 

1, Faulkner 3.13; 2, Elsmore 3.17; 3, Iliffe 3.21; 4, Stokes 3.23; 5, 
Roderick 3.24. 

SS 14 Crychan3 

1, Faulkner 9.40; 2, Elsmore 9.41; 3, Palmby 10.10; 4, Stokes 10.17; 
Banning 10.19. 

SS 15 Esgair Dafydd3 

1, Elsmore 3.36; 2, Faulkner 3.37; 3, Iliffe 3.42; 4, Roderick 3.43; 5, 
Stokes 3.44. 

S16 Esgair Dafydd 4 3 

1, Elsmore and Faulkner 3,34; 3, Iliffe and Stokes 3.42; 5, Hill and 
Churchill 3.44. 
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Close action from Warwick and Kennedy in the Townsend Thoresen FF final, won by Warwick by less than a second. 


OULTON PARK 


One more for Keegan but FFs star 


Formula 3 man of the moment Rupert Keegan 
kept up his winning streak at the BARC NW 
Centre’s Oulton Park meeting last Saturday by 
winning the poorly supported “Race of the 
North”. F3 diehard Barrie Maskell put everyone 
.else in their places by finishing a fine and brakeless 
second in the rebuilt Dastle Mk 10C but, as a 
spectacle, it was one of the worst F3 races ever. 
The Formula Fords generated all the excitement 
with two very closely contested heats and a final 
from which pare Warwick emerged a worthy 
winner in his new Hawke DL15 from David 
Kennedy’s overheating Crosslé 30F. 

It was the FF 1600s which opened the eight-race 
programme with two heats. The first featured a 
scrap for the lead between John Bright’s Royale 
RP21, Derek Warwick, Rick Morris in a Hawke 
similar to Warwick’s, and Derek Daly’s works 
Van Diemen which is still not handling to the 
Irishman’s liking. The racing was intensely close, 
but clean, and the fact that no one spun off or lost 
his temper spoke volumes for the excellent per- 
formances by all four, who finished in that order 
‘covered by 0.4 s as they crossed the line. The 
second heat was Ireland’s all the way. David 
Kennedy took his Crosslé straight into the lead 
harried by fellow countryman Bernard Devaney 
in the third Hawke DL15 present. Kennedy never 
lost the lead, despite Devaney’s pressure, and it 
was the latter who had a wild spin from Cascades 
to Fosters on the penultimate lap. He gathered it 
all together and rejoined to finish fourth hot on 
the heels of the Matthew Argenti (Van 
Diemen)/Grahame Tilley (Crosslé 25F) battle for 
second which went to the former. 

Kennedy, Argenti and Tilley had the front row 
for the 10 lap final for Townsend Thoresen points 
but Kennedy got it sideways, allowing Argenti to 
lead into Old Hall with Warwick from the second 
row right behind. Mounegy slotted into a close 
third from Bright, Daly and Tilley but Morris was 
soon into the pits to retire with a broken pin in the 
gear linkage. Warwick was in fine form and 
grabbed the lead from Argenti in a neat 
manoeuvre entering Old Hall for the second time. 
Kennedy and the rest soon followed suit as 
Argenti’s engine threw off a plug lead and he 
retired to the pits on lap four. Kennedy, under 

ressure from Bright but at the same time 

eeping an eye on the water temperature, closed 
in on Warwick who was not about to leave any 
aps and lose his hard won lead. Daly sat in 
ourth, working hard to stay in touch and there- 
fore unable to challenge Bright. As the cars 
entered their last lap nose to tail they came upon 
Mike Thompson’s Rostron, a lap down. Warwick 
went past before Old Hall but Thompson held his 
line for the corner, not waving the other three by 
until the exit, by which time Warwick had made 
the break he needed to win. Kennedy secured 
second allright but Bright had -to ware hard on 
Daly to keep his Royale third. Kennedy, Bright 
and Daly shared a new FF 1600 record so everyone 
had something to show for their splendid efforts. 
South African Trevor van Rooyen moved his 
Royale RP21 up well to take fifth from Canadian 
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Rod Bremner (Crosslé 30F), Englishman Tilley 
and Irishman Devaney, 0.6s covering this inter- 
national quartet. 

Rod Birley looked like winning the poorly 
supported first round of the Britax production 
saloon car series in his Capri II but third and 
fourth gears abandoned the gearbox at half 
distance, leaving Derrick Brunt in charge with his 
BMW 3.0 Si. Brian Pepper was all set to overtake 
Brunt with his Opel Commodore when a front tyre 
ponctured, moving John Brindley up to second in 

is giant-killng Mazda RX3 until the last lap 
when John Cooper’s BMW finished making 
amends for a bad start. Best battle of the race was 
in the bargain basement where the Ford Popular 
(Escort-type) of Neil Hepburn and eoff 
Wooldridge’s Lada 1200 spent most of the time 
side by side with the verdict, and the class, finally 
going to the Russian car. 

A disappointing field of only nine cars lined up 
for the featured F3 race which was consequently 
cut to 15 from its scheduled 25 laps. Long before 
the end of the shortened race the cider had 
become established with Rupert Keegan out on 
his own in front in the BAF March 743. Barrie 
Maskell, after only four practice laps in the 
revised Dastle Mk 10C, passed Claude Cuicci’s 


neat Supernova SF3 on the third lap to take 


second and held it to the finish despite running 
out of brakes. John Stokes in his March 753 was 
only 0.4s behind the Corsican in the end but had 
never been in a position to challenge him. Mike 
Tyrrell brought Dr Ehrlich’s latest creation into 
fifth from John Lain’s Modus M1 which seemed 
to speed up once it had shed its engine cover. FV 
champion Ian Flux was a distant seventh in his 
new Ralt, following the retirement of Mike 
Wrigley’s March 743 with fuel pressure problems. 

Tony Sugden scored his fourth successive win 
of the year in his immaculate Brook Hire Ford 
Escort in the special saloon race. A full field failed 
to produce many battles, most drivers finding 
their own pace and sticking to it. Robin 
Farquhar’s 1300 Cooper S and Derek Walker’s 1- 
litre Fiat-Ford were easy class winners in second 
and third overall; George Hard’s 1.0 Cooper S had 
a close contest with the 1300s of Gerry Gough 
and Gordon Taylor until the latter lost a plug 
lead; and Robert Goodwin’s Imp was closing in on 
the similar car of Clifford Watts for the 850 class 
when an ignition lead came off. 

The FF-engined Clubman’s cars had a round of 
their Oceanair-sponsored championship which 
was won, as was the first, by Alex Ferrada’s re- 
splendent U2 Mk 16B. It became a little less 
resplendent towards the end when the catch tank 
filled up and blew oil out but the. trouble was 
never serious enough to jeopardise his win. Nick 
Scott and Don Farthing tussled for second with 
the former emerging ahead while there was con- 
siderable financial interest in the battle for fourth 
between Keith Money and Steve Farthing which 
became a little devalued in the closing stages 
when Farthing’s engine overkeston. Guy 
Woodward’s ex-Nick Adams U2 recovered from 
an early spin at Fosters to finish sixth and 


complete a clean sweep for the Mallock marque. 

Richard Bond made the 10-car historic event 
entertaining for five laps by toying with John 
Beasley’s_well-driven but outpaced Lister- 
Corvette. Then he gave the Lola T70 GT its head 
and cleared off to win by over 18s. Once Mike 
Wood’s ex-Richard Thwaites Elva-BMW Mk 7S 
had passed John Webb’s Lotus Elan for third on 
lap three, the order hardly altered again. 


IAN TITCHMARSH 


Formula Ford 1600, Heat 1 (6 laps): 1, John Bright (Royale-Smith 
RP21), 7m, 2.6s, 84.53mph; 2, Derek Warwick (Hawke-Minister DL15), 
7m, 2.6s; 3, Rick Morris (Hawke-Scholar DL15), 7m, 30.0s. Fastest 
lap: Moris and Derek Daly (Van Diemen-Minister RF76), 1m 8.8s, 
86.55mph. 

Formula Ford 1600, Heat 2 (6 laps): 1, David Kennedy (Crossié- 
Minister 30F), 6m 58.0s, 85.40mph; 2, Matthew Argenti (Van Diemen- 
Scholar RF76), 7m 2.4s; 3, Grahame Tilley (Crossié-Brown 25F), 7m,. 
2.4s. Fastest lap: Kennedy, 1m 8.2s, 87.31mph. 

Townsend Thoresen Formula Ford 1600 Championship round 
(10 laps): 1, Warwick, 11m, 26.8s, 86.69mph; 2, Kennedy, 11m 27.6s; 
3, Bright, 11m 28.6s; 4, Daly, 11m 28.6s; 5, Trevor van Rooyen (Royale- 
Minister RP21), 11m, 36.4s; 6, Rod Bremner (Crosslé-Rowland 30F), 
11m, 36.4s. Fastest lap: Kennedy, Bright and Daly, 1m, 70.0s, 
88.87mph (record). 

Britax Production Saloon Car Championship round (15 laps): 1, 
Derrick Brunt (3.0 BMW Si), 20m 19.2s, 73.25mph; 2, John Cooper (3.0 
BMW Si), 20m, 23.2s; 3, John Brindley (2.0 Mazda RX3 Coupé), 20m 
23.8s; 4, Jeff Allam (2.3 Vauxhall Magnum Coupé), 20m, 36.2s. Over 
£2400 class: 1, Brunt, 73.25mph; 2, Cooper; 3, Graham Miles (3.0 
BMW Si). Fastest lap: Brunt and Brian Pepper (2.8 Opel Commodore 
GS/E), 1m 19.8s, 74.62mph (record). £2001 to £2400 class: 1, Allam, 
72.25mph; 2, Martin Williams (1.6 Toyota Celica GT); only starters. 
Fastest lap: Allam, 1m, 21.0s, 73.51mph (record). £1601 to £2000 
class: 1, Brindley, 72.98mph; 2, David Taylor (1.6 Ford Escort Mexico); 
only starters. Fastest lap: Brindley, 1m 20.2s, 74.24mph (equals 
record). Up to £1600 class: 1, Geoff Wooldridge (1.2 Lada 1200), 
63.15mph; 2, Neil Hepburn (1.3 Ford Escort Popular); 3, Barry Kiddy 
(1.5 Moskvich 412). Fastest lap: Wooldridge, 1m, 32.0s, 64.72mph. 

Formula Three Race of the North (15 laps): 1, Rupert Keegan 
(March-Novamotor/Toyota 743), 15m 15.6s, 97.54mph; 2, Barrie 
Maskell (Dastle-Holt/Ford Mk 10C t/c), 15m, 32.6s; 3, Claude Cuicci 
(Supemova-Brown/Ford SF3 t/c), 15m 34.2s; 4, John Stokes (March- 
Novamotor/Toyota 763), 15m 34.6s; 5, Mike Tyrrell (Ehrlich-Nova- 
motor/Toyota ES5), 15m 44.2s; 6, John Lain (Modus-Holbay/Ford M1 
t/c), 15m 44.4s. Fastest lap: Keegan, 1m0.4s, 98.58mph. 

Special Saloon Cars (15 laps): 1, Tony Sugden (1.8 Ford Escort 
BDE), 17m 41.8s, 84.11mph; 2, Robin Farquhar (1.3 Mini-Cooper S), 
17m 55.4s; 3, Derek Walker (1.0 Fiat 850 Coupé-Ford), 18m 13.6s. Over 
1300cc class: 1, Sugden, 84.11mph; 2, Roy Yates (5.0 Ford Zodiac- 
Chevrolet Mk II! V8); 3, Douglas Emms (5.0 Chevrolet Camaro 228). 
Fastest lap: Sugden, 1m 8.2s, 87.31mph. 1001 to 1300cc class:1, 
Farquhar, 83.05mph;2. Gerry Gough (1.3 Mini-Cooper S); 3, Ken 
Tomlinson (1.3 Mini-Cooper S). Fastest lap: Farquhar, 1m 10.2s, 
84.82mph. 851 to 1000cc class: 1, Walker, 81.67mph; 2, Peter 
Cartlidge (1.0 Austin A40-Ford); 3, George Hard (1.0 Mini-Cooper S). 
Fastest lap: Walker, 1m 11.6s, 83.16mph. Up to 850cc class: Clifford 
Watts (848 Hillman Imp), 74.28mph; only finisher. Fastest lap: Robert 
Goodwin (850 Hillman Imp), 1m 18.0s, 76.34mph. 

Oceanair Clubman’s Sports Championship round (15 laps): 1, 
Alex Ferrada (Mallock U2-Davron Mk 16B), 17m 7.0s, 86.96mph; 2, 
Nick Scott (Mallock U2-ADA Mk 168), 17m, 8.4s; 3, Don Farthing 
(Mallock U2-Holbay Mk 16E), 17m 9.0s; 4, Keith Money (Mallock U2- 
Davron Mk 16), 17m 47.8s; 5, Steve Farthing (Mallock U2-Davron Mk 
11/14B), 17m 56.8s; 6, Guy Woodward (Mallock U2-Close/Holbay Mk 
14), 14 laps. Fastest lap: Ferrada and Scott, 1m 6.8s, 89.14mph. 

Historic Sports Cars (10 laps): 1, Richard Bond (5.0 Lola- 
Traco/Chevrolet Mk 3B GT V8), 11m, 58.5s, 82.88mph; 2, John Beasley 
(5.3 Lister-Chevrolet V8), 12m 16.8s; 3, Mike Wood (2.0 Elva-BMW Mk 
7S), 12m 54.2s; Historic Sports-Racing cars class: 1, Beasley, 
80.81mph; 2, Hugh Clifford (1.1 Tojeiro-Climax); only finishers. Fastest 
lap: Beasley, 1m 12.0s, 82.70mph (record). Post Historic Front- 
engined GT cars over 2000cc class: 1, Hon Amschel! Rothschild (4.7 
AC Cobra), 73.82mph; only starter. Fastest lap: Rothschild, 1m 17.6s, 
76.73mph. Post Historic Front-engined GT cars up to 2000xx class: 
1, John Webb (1.5 Lotus Elan 26R), 75.93mph; 2, Ricky Eady (1.6 Lotus 
Elan 26R); only starters. Fastest lap: Webb, 1m 15.6s, 78.76mph 
(record). Post Historic Sports-Racing cars up to 2000cc class: 1, 
Wood, 76.91mph; only starter. Fastest lap: Wood, 1m 14.4s, 
80.83mph. Group 4 cars class: 1, Bond, 82.88mph; 2, Mike Fisher (2.0 
Chevron-BMW B8); only starters. Fastest lap: Bond, 1m 8.6s, 
86.80mph. 
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Leyland supercar 


PETER NEWTON describes Leyland’s exciting new rally challenger 


Last week, under a warm springtime sun, Leyland 
officially showed off their new Triumph TR7 rally 
car to a small number of the motoring press, 
“somewhere in Surrey”. Over five months had 
passed since the project was announced with 
something of a flourish, and the factory’s 
reticence to discuss the car’s non-appearance had 
grown in direct proportion to the interminable 
weeks of waiting. However, with the official news 
that two of these exciting machines will make 
their debuts on the International Welsh Rally, 
(nearly) all has now been revealed. 
There is only one TR7 actually running at 
resent; until development work is finalised, there 
is little point in completing the second car to a 
specification which may have to be altered. It has 
been common knowledge that the car has been 
involved in extensive testing near Abingdon and 
in Surrey, on both loose and tarmac, but it still 
came as a surprise to learn that over 1000 miles of 
testing have now been completed. Initial driver 
reactions to the TR7 have bordered on the 
ecstatic: 

The TR7 looks every inch the part. While this 
writer was very unimpressed with the looks of the 
standard road car, the rally TR7, with its neatly 
flared arches and Minilite wheels, looks mean, 
hungry and superbly aggressive. It will 
undoubtedly create an unprecedented stir among 
rally fans — Stratos fans included (indeed it 
shares many of the same basic facets of the 
Italian car, and not just in the matter of appear- 
ance). The patriotic new Leyland livery, which 
looked rather less than totally effective on the old 
“Dollies”, looks perfect on the TR7, which is 
scarcely surprising as the paint job was designed 
to harmonise with the new, still unfamiliar shape. 


Development 

Elsewhere, we talk with Richard Seth-Smith 
and Abingdon works manager Bill Pryce about 
the political side effects which have contributed 
to the delay of the car. Here it seems appropriate 
to give a brief mechanical specification, both as 
the car stands now, and as it will in the guise in 
which it will appear for the Welsh in early May. 
Very little strengthening of the bodywork has 
been found necessary, and the suspension differs 
only in minor detail from that of the road car — 
MacPherson front strut end and live rear axle, 
located by longitudinal trailing arms and 
suspended on separate coilspring damper units. 
Bilstein damping is used throughout, although 
continued experimentation is going ahead. One of 
the principal delays occurred as a result of the use 
_ of the new Leyland multi-role axle casing: no 
parts were available to fit a limited-slip differ- 
ential. The rear suspension is thus almost 
standard although, of course, considerably 
stronger, with suitably beefed-up trailing arms, 
and uprated radius r 
on. Currently development work is concentrated 
on this area in an attempt finally to sort the 
spring rates to achieve maximum traction (which 
is very good, in any case) and to inhibit any 
tendency to rear-wheel or bump steer. On current 
showings, there seems to be no need whatsoever 
to resort to any more diverse, complex and costly 
means to locate the axle in additional ways. The 
Salisbury LSD has, of course, the full range of 
alternative ratios available, and the car was 
running a 5.3 final drive ratio last week. 

The car is currently running on drum rear 
brakes, but a disc-braked back axle has been 
developed and is awaiting new brake calipers 
before fitment. The perennial handbrake problem 
with rear discs is expected to be overcome by the 
use of a twin hydraulic and cable-operated setup, 
necessitating the use of four-pot calipers on the 
rear. Brakes at the front in any case use four-pot 
calipers working on ventilated discs. A brake 
balance control is located for finger tip operation 
close to the driver’s right hand, and can be 
adjusted a and rapidly on the move. As the 
car now stands, the braking is excellent and it is 
probably close to the ultimate for a disc/drum 


AUTOSPORT, APRIL1, 1976 


s, springs, dampers and so ' 


setup. Although the car looks low, the ride height 
has in fact been raised by l}ins all round. 

Weight is a problem with all forest rally cars, 
and the TR7 is (and feels) a heavy motor car, 
weighing in at just over a ton or something over 
1000Kilos. In accordance with the current regula- 
tions, no attempt has been made to lighten the 
car, but glassfibre boot, bonnet and doors have 
been made up for non-international events. The 
weight may be considerable but its distribution 


butes to handling which is a revelation in rally car 
development. 

Working forward under the car, the gearbox is 
currently the five-speed type which is to transmit 

ower for the new Rover SD1; however, the team 
is still awaiting the specified close ratios. If this 
situation has not been rectified by the Welsh, 
then the Dolomite overdrive gearbox will be re- 
fitted, as the “gap” between second and third is 
all too obvious on the competition car as it now 
stands. The engine itself is the familiar slant-four, 
OHC 16-valve unit which has powered Brian 
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Above: Leyland’s patriotic livery was created specially for the TR7. Below: the less “fun” side of testing 
— experimenting with shock-absorbers. 
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A look of nonchalance as “‘Culch” flicks the TR7 through a turn. 


me il 


Above: The civilised interior is little altered from production examples. Below: Evidence of the po tential 
for installing different power anits — the Sprint engine is a comfortable fit. 
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Culcheth’s G2/4 Dolomite Sprint for some time 
now. The car will certainly need at least 220bhp to 
be fully cone NS and it is confidently pre- 
dicted that this power figure can be obtained 
within the comparatively modest 7500rpm limit. 
Current development hinges around manifold and 
carburettor changes, although recent experi- 
ments with 48 as opposed to 45DCOE Webers 
have proved rather less than satisfactory. 
Certainly the car felt way off the pace last week as 
compared with a good 2-litre BDA, but we were 
assured that this was the ‘‘development hack 
engine” and that considerably more power was 
and would be available. The car will certainly need 
it. Underneath, both engine and gearbox are 
protected by a full-length alloy sump guard, while 
a deletion of one tooth on the steering rack has, in 
the drivers’ opinions, made it “just right”. 

Inside, the standard seats have been retained 
and proved very adequate in conjunction with 
impressive Willans harnesses. The cockpit is wide 
and spacious and the car gives the impression of 
great size from here which belies its overall dimen- 
sions. Both Tony Pond and Brian Culcheth 
report, however, that the car rapidly shrinks 
around the driver, making placement a purely 
reflex action. It is easy to believe them. ... 

The whole car has an air of professionalism 
about it which seems to be lacking in some other 
aspects of Leyland workmanship. The TR7 is 
beautifully turned out and the optimism in the 
camp is almost palpable. 


Superb controllability 


A chance to sit in with Tony and Brian for a few 
miles showed just how much that optimism is 
justified. On both tarmac and loose surfaces, the 

andling of the car is its supreme forte. Its 
lightning ability totally to change direction on 
brakes, throttle, power, lift-off, steering, or a com- 
bination of any of these inputs, gives a feeling of 
confidence which Brian best summed up: “With 
this car, you know you are going to get round that 
bend, whatever the forest or the tarmac can throw 
atyou....” 

Controllability is the keyword; Tony Pond, 
seemingly half-asleep at the controls, unhurriedly 

aid off ioak between two casually placed hands 

olding the bottom of the wheel, and one found it 
hard to disguise symptoms of bubbling mirth. 
The stability under all conditions is uncanny. The 
car can be caught and held at seemingly 
impossible angles on tarmac (this on knobblies 
too!) only to & sage, I unmercifully in a totally 
opposite direction. The car responds instantly 
and without a twitch to the new attitude — the 
chassis and suspension geometry are plainly spot- 


Even taking into account the extreme expertise 
of these two drivers, the TR7 is clearly viceless 
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and easy to drive. Neither has yet managed to 
spin the car (and this is certainly not for want of 
hard driving!), although it will revolve on its own 
axis if need be with a gentle flick of the hand- 
brake. 

The TR7 is a superb modern rally car, tailor- 
made for the job in hand. The wide smiles on the 
faces of the journalists as they stepped shakily 
out of the car said it all. Even watching the car in 
action was most impressive, and _ despite 
horrendous slip angles at high speeds, the inside 
front wheel stayed firmly in touch with terra 


firma. 

A day with the Leyland rally team is itself a 
revelation. The atmosphere of professionalism is 
certainly present, yet there is both optimism and 
humour in abundance. Everyone seems to work 
together with maximum efficiency and the two 
pilots, both accomplished test-drivers in their own 
right, sort out the problems and discuss their 
impressions of each alteration and characteristic 
on the car with a candid, forthright co-operation 
which can only bode well for the team. No wonder 
everyone is smiling. 


With considerably more power and perhaps a 
little less weight, the TR7 might just turn out to 
bea sensation. We certainly hope so. The team are 
clearly well capable of making it into an outright 
a winner; let us hope that they are allowed to 

0 so. 

Quote of the day comes from (guess who!) Brian 
Culcheth, who, when asked whether he expected 
to beat the Fords in the near future, remarked 
laconically: “Fords? No, we’re not worried about 
them, it’s these SEATs we’ve got to look out for 
... the taxis are coming!” oO 


Why we've 
been waiting 


Since a fanfare launch in October last year, and 
the statement that Leyland Cars would contest 
the opening rounds of the RAC Rally Champion-_ 
ship in TR7s, very little has been said about the 
internal problems which have persistently post- 
poned the debut of the cars. In the light of the 
latest announcements that two TR7s will contest 
the International Welsh Rally in May, and that 
Pat Ryan will henceforth be seen at the wheel of 
the successful Dolomite Sprint Group 1 car 
PETER NEWTON talked last week to Richard 
Seth-Smith, Leyland Cars Product Affairs 
Manager. who has immediate control over the 
TR7 programme, and Bill Pryce, Abingdon work- 
shop manager, about the doldrums of the inter- 
vening months. 


Newton: What have been the principal problems 
involved in the delay of the TRY? 
Seth-Smith: In truth, we made an error of judge- 
ment as to how long it would take to get the car 
running. One of our greatest considerations here 
was the financial year, which at Leyland runs 
from October 1 to September 30 so we were 
unable to start as early as we would have liked. 
By this I mean that we were totally unable to 
spend the 1975/76 financial allocation before Oc- 
tober of last year. It was really my decision to 
announce the project when we did. 
In view of these considerations, why then did you 

o ahead with the announcement? 

erhaps we should have been more circumspect 
about what we said, and how early we said it. But 
at the time of the Motor Show, with interest 
running high in Leyland’s future competition 
plans, we would have been in danger of some 
ridicule were we solemnly to state that we were to 
continue running Dolomites in rallying. We had 
also signed another driver to the strength, a sure 
indication that we were not in the game for 
laughs. Secondly, from Leyland’s point of view, 
this car has got to be very close to being exact] 
right, if not completely sorted, by the time it 
appears. We cannot afford to go through a long 
gestation period and then fail repeatedly in public 
with our name written down the side. In addition 
the specification of the car has to be reproduce- 
able because we are keen to build them for over- 
seas companies and private entrants, and to sell 
the specialised parts which the privateer can fit to 
his car when the road version appears in this 
country. ; 
Had you envisaged the kind of component supply 
problems which have evidently held back the 

roject? 

e certainly underestimated the time it would 
‘take to get the necessary specialised parts; but 
what must be taken into account here is that if we 
want anything special out of our engineering divi- 
sions and so on, we must immediately play second 
fiddle to the new-model programmes currently in 
the pipeline, which have first priority. Our biggest 
= lem to date has been in connection with the 

eavy duty axle work. 
Could you not have gone outside the boundaries 
of the company to speed up the process? 
As an ideal, we did not want to go outside to 
private individuals. For example we did not want 
to go out and purchase ZF gearboxes, and so on. 
centrating on gearboxes for a moment, what 
are the chances of you receiving the correct close 
ratios for the SD1 five-speed gearbox in time for 
the Welsh? 
Almost nil. The pequire forgings, new cutting 
tools, and a lot of machining work which has to be 
done in the machine shops. And the shops are at 
present flat-out on the new model pone I 
mentioned earlier. This typifies one of the diffi- 
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Product Affairs Manager Richard Seth-Smith. 


culties which afflicts the motor industry at a time 
of economic instability. At present our company 
can sell more cars than it can make, but because 
we are so dependent on component suppliers and 
our own labour situation, we are abe suddenly 
to “turn up the wick’’. With the low market sizes 
predicted for production cars, the wick was 
turned right down and we are thus unable to react 
immediately to the new market trend. Unless you 
have an overcapacity in terms of engineering 
time, there is no real solution to the problem. The 
pe, when companies could hire and fire labour at 
will have long gone, and rightly so too, because we 
regard ourselves as responsible employers. 

Was it a conscious decision to operate the racing 
side by making use of outside interests, while 
running the rally team in-house? And if so, why? 
Historical associations are involved, of course, 
but when Simon Pearson first got the go-ahead to 
race the Dolomite 5 prey in 1974 he went to Ralph 
Broad at that initial stage, and the operation has 
since tended to stay with Ralph. He is sub- 
contracted to build race cars in the same way as 
the parent company sub-contracts to have gear- 
boxes built. 

When did you all first start looking at a TR7? 
Pryce: It was September 1974, at Liverpool. The 
factory had got about 30 cars off the production 
line—these first ones all destined for the States. 
Then we had a demonstration car at Abingdon 
ee arrived about a year ago—a “photographic” 
car! 

Apart from actually getting your hands on the 
parts, have there been any real headaches in the 
building of the car? To what extent has Sprint ex- 
perience helped? 

The main benefit has come purely on engines. We 
were able to put in a 200bhp unit and know that it 
would pull the car along quite quickly so that we 
could do our initial testing under realistic condi- 
tions. The rest of the car is completely new, and 
notlikea Dolomite at all. 

What about the prospects of rear wheel disc 
brakes for the Welsh? 

There again, we do have a supply problem... . 
You see, in nine cases out of ten we are asking for 
such small quantities that we cannot generate 
much interest with component suppliers. Even 
shock absorber manufacturers are not wildly 
interested unless you give then an ‘original equip- 
ment’ order. They are not too keen to carry out 
any development work with you for an order of 
a ha 100 or 500 per year. This is peanuts to 
them. 


Also we have only just begun to gear up again for 
a full-blown competition programme. To a degree, 
there must be a lack of confidence that anythin, 
which the engineering departments do for us will, 
in the end, come to anything. 


Abingdon Workshop Manager Bill Pryce. 


Without making excuses, if you look at what 
Abingdon has done over the last five years, you 
will see that it has not been involved in a major 
rally sport programme. We have got to get into 
gear again and make ourselves known. 
The other problem which has afflicted Bill which 
is somewhat unfortunate is that we had really to 
maintain some presence with a couple of Sprints 
while we were doing the development work on the 
TR7. This meant that we were preparing four cars 
all the time, and in fact that has been destructive 
to both. The Abingdon department is, in our 
opinion, undermanned, and that is being dealt 
with: more mechanics will be arriving shortly. 
What sort of position are you in with regard to 
applying pressure to Rover/Triumph engineering 
in order to make your requirements higher 
ia 

e are realistic enough to know that they have a 
number of models nearing completion with conse- 
quent deadlines to meet. We cannot prejudice 
new-model launches, because the prime objective 
of that company is to return as quickly as possible 
toa profitable situation. We see motor sport as a 
very important merchandising, marketing and 
image-building operation, but it is certainly no 
substitute for a new motor car. It is simply a case 
of fitting in specialist requirements where 
possible with the number of man-hours and 
machine-hours available to us—and that is not 
many. there is no way that I can argue with that 
sort of logic. 
There is more than one problem here of course, 
there is the logistics question as well: the fact that 
the company is still very fragmented, and that 
with this fragmentation comes an inevitable 
differential in enthusiasm with regard to our 
activities.... 


What sort of friction still exists within the 
organisation? 

Until six months ago there was an Austin/Morris 
engineering department, a Rover/Triumph engin- 
eering department and a Jaguar engineering de- 
partment, and there is no way that, merely by 
writing something on a bit of paper, you can 
change that; particularly as they are all on differ- 
ent geographical sites. The Ryder Report stated 
that we should have one engineering and develop- 
ment centre. As and when that happens, it will 
make an enormous difference. 


Could you say anything about the future of the 
TR7 at this juncture? f 

Not yet. In the past we have frequently made 
promises in this organisation which we have been 
unable to —e so we're going to make the car a 
success and then periene we night start talking 
about the future. I can tell you, though, that the 
car hasa very big future... . o 
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GT GROUNDNUT RALLY 


Packard success in Zaire 


By PETER NEWTON 


It is not often that AUTOSPORT carries a rally 
report without some mention in pre-publicity, 
but in the case of the GT Groundnut Rally, 
which took place recently in the troubled 
Republic of Zaire, any prior publicity might well 
have put into jeopardy the serious and delicate 
negotiations between the various parties 
involved: the sponsors, the GT Groundnut 
Company; organiser, enterepreneur and 
dilettante Nick Brittan (who first broached the 
idea of the event one hot, steaming afternoon in 
Kinshasa Airport bar to Mr Frederick O’Donga, 
sales manager of GTGN); and Jims Gavin and 
Porter, route planners and joint Clerks of the 
Course extraordinaire. 

Such was the short notice at which the event 
was planned that, despite huge sums of money 
offered as tenders to attract European stars 
(Roger Clark alone was reputed to have been 
offered ‘“‘a sum in excess of £25,000” to compete 
on the event), a shortage of rally cars was self- 
evident immediately. Many of the drivers were 
already in Africa for Safari practice, but cars 
were at a premium indeed, and eventually it was 
decided to cancel the event before the rally was 
granted an eleventh-hour reprieve: the manag- 
ing director of GTGN granted a further, undis- 
closed (but evidently enormous) sum of money 
for the participents to be seen in unusual cars, 
thereby reasoning to attract more publicity. 

In this latter pursuit, a chartered DC-9 took 
off from Heathrow last week, packed with Euro- 
pean journalists; its destination, Kinshasa on 
the Zaire/Congo border. The entire GTGN 
operation is unequivocably the largest promo- 
tional platform ever mounted in the history of 
rallying, if not motor sport itself. For those who 
bemoan the passing of the Ford GT70 (or still 
hanker after the sight of the famous Zhiguli 
team, who were reincarnated last week by 
temporary acting team manager Richard 
Hudson Evans), Zaire was the place to be. 

After perhaps the most bizarre and 
outrageous rally in the history of African 
classics, the event was won by Parnelli Jones/ 
Peter Newton in the former’s loaned 1938 
Packard V8 Turbo. This was despite the fact 
that neither crew member had had any 
experience of African conditions, or of the car 
which began life as a taxi in the local Lulua- 
pours fleet). Parnelli, tempted out of retirement 
by close friend from Harvard days, and now 
Zaire Minister of Finance, Mr Aboubaker 
M’Eolo, had both a turbocharger and a set of 
“Desert Dogs” off-road tyres fitted outside the 


Top 18 starters: 1, Roger Clark/Judy Clark (Ford GT70); 2, Ari 
Vatanen/Dean Delamont (Anglia/Chevrolet;) 3, Will Sparrow/ Jimbo 
Uhoho (Daimler Majestic Major); 4, Chris Sclater/John Brown 
(Zhiguli); 5, John Taylor/Dave Richards (Mk1 Cortina); 6, Brian 
Culcheth/Princess Alice M'Twata (Leyland Princess); 7, Tony 
Pond/Simon Pearson (Triumph TR7); 8, Stig Blomavist/Leena 
Skoog (Ford Consul 375); 9, Timo Makinen/Myolo Shakespeare IV 
(Zhiguli); 10, Simo Lampinen/Mongo Sithole (Saab 96); 11, Tony 
Fall/Patrick Mennem (Mk2 Cortina); 12, Shekha Mehta/Martin 
Holmes (Mk1 Cortina); 13, Joginder Singh/Singh, Singh (Daihatsu); 
14, Gerry Phillips/Peter Bryant (Lada/Tatra); 15, Jack 
Murray/“’Mint’’ Murray (Holden); 16, Tom Pryce/Tom Jones 
(Gilbern); 17, Parnelli Jones/Peter Newton (Packard Taxi); 18, 
Sandro Munari/ Tony Mason (Fiat 126). 


Leopold Hotel the evening before the event, 
while others were carousing in the Casa Mia Bar 
across the road. Meanwhile apprentice co-driver 
Newton was making himself useful by catching 
up on local rites and customs in the riverside 
bars of Inongo. Initiated into the delights of the 
local brew, a fizzy nectar made from rotten 
banana skins, and filled with useful hints and 
snippets of information on the state of the local 
countryside stages, he was confident from the 
start. His confidence was to be well-founded in 
view of the ambushes and incidents which befell 
other leading crews. 

Much of the information concealed in the 
thick tropical swampland of Lake Leopold and 
the lofty peaks of the notorious Kundulungulu 
Mountains remains locked away as the repur- 
cussions of this event fade, but several crews 
remain missing in uncharted areas of Kasongo, 
amid blinding barren sands of the Lusambo 
region, and in the impenetrable tropical forest 
wastes of Lubumbashi. 

The second loop to the south of the country 
was the real killer, but incidents abounded on 
the first two days. Stuart Turmer, said to be 
holidaying in the area, was spotted by journa- 
lists at the controls of a Bell Jet Ranger heli- 
copter attempting to make radio contact with 
his two chargers, Roger Clark and Ari Vatanen. 
The latter had, regrettably, lost his radio aerial 
on the underside of a giraffe, but nevertheless 
was driving his amazing old Anglia-Chevrolet 
superbly, and back in Kinshasa, found himself 
in the lead following -Clark’s accident with the 
spectacular GT70. Roger had dominated as ex- 
pected in the early smooth going, but lost a fatal 
47mins off the road as a result of meeting an 
empty BRM transporter driven by ex-patriate 
Irishman Paddy O'Shea; who later described 
himself as “the new BRM transport executive 
manager.” Clark described him in rather less 
regaling terminology, and Stuart Turner was 
forced to adopt a very low profile in the swing- 
ing ‘‘Treetops Bar” back at the hotel, while 
Roger took the law, and Paddy, very much into 
his own hands.... 

Describing Vatanen’s fine drive in the Anglia/ 
Chevrolet at halfway, an ashen-faced Dean 
Delamont had words of sympathy for the dis- 
membered giraffe under which Ari had passed: 
“Ari had to do it, there was no alternative, he 
had to, he had to”. His voice rising higher and 
higher, the Dean was later led away to his suite 
by waiting white-coated technicians, admini- 
stering sedatives . 

Makinen, after his shock defeat at the hands 
of the SEAT team in Spain recently, had been 
overtaken by two other locally-driven, RHE- 
inspired Zhigulis to further rub salt into the 
wounds. Richard could be heard yelling hysteri- 
cally at service points, pointing, mouthing oaths 
and frothing at the mouth as his ill-trained 
mechanics strove to change the wheels... . 
“The beer over here isn’t fit to drink!”’, was all 
he would say in response to press interrogation. 
He looked drawn and wan, beads of perspiration 
tumbling in rivulets down his craggy features, 
to collect in crevasses on his eo made 


This smuggled photograph depicts a group of fearsome natives preventing the Phillips/Bryant Lada 
from leaving a control. They were reputed to have been chanting “Forum! Forum!”. 


oe 
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togasari, which he wore upside down on his head. 

For Timo, however, it was the end of the road 
on the Bulungu/Monveda stage when, 63kms 
south of Lake Leopold, his own works Zhiguli 
was irretrievably damaged by a pugnacious 
crocodile which savaged a tyre and radiator. 
Even resourceful co-driver Shakespeare IV 
could not mend the rents with his all purpose 
“Soya mend-i-kit’’. 

Meanwhile, the ravishing Marie-Claude Beau- 
mont had been hi-jacked by rampant natives in 
a remote up-country settlement. After being 
forced to watch and then participate in a num- 
ber of ‘unnatural acts” with village inhabitants 
she was, under threat of further degradation, 
allowed to go “free” providing that she married 
her local co-driver Mme Llmpkwanga on the 
spot, and settled in the village. This she reluc- 
tantly did, but latest reports indicate that she 
has already made some new and interesting 
friends in this female-orientated socio-ecological 
splinter group. 

Thus, at halfway, Vatanen’s Anglia held onto 
a slender lead from Viscount and Viscountess 
Madleyjoy at the wheel of one of Hudson- 
Evans's flying Zhigulis. The Viscount described 
his performance as a “‘jolly fine sHow”’ in an ex- 
clusive interview with me, before snatching a 
sandwich off the waiting tea tray with his foot, 
and popping it into his mouth. “Ripping good 
time’, said his equally stumpy and equally 
bearded co-driver, taking a banana from her 
monogrammed valise and slipping it into her 
mouth, sideways. A beaming Hudson-Evans, 
almost overcome with over-emotion, could only 
add ‘‘That’s the kind of talk I like to hear!"’ The 
ay was twodaysold.... 

e final loop was a nightmare for the crews, a 
vortex of searing heat, blinding dust storms, 
cyclonic rains, gargantuan earthquakes and 
heavy assaults from the local populace who had 
run amok, pillaging and looting in a hysterical 
orgy of religious sex and violence. 

Of the Gerry Phillips/Peter Bryant equipe, 
who were driving their Lada/Tatra so outstand- 
ingly nothing is now known. Gerry and Peter, 
who had been sharing the driving since they 
could not agree on who was the better man for 
the job, had been settling down well together 
with a Lada provided by one of Mr Phillips’s 
Ugandan colleagues, and the unlikely team were 
well up the field in 49th overall and 16th in class 
when they mysteriously disappeared two hours 
before the Motoring News copy deadline. Team 
manager Mike Greasley, smiling weakly by the 
flickering candlelight of a roadside ale house 
and night spot, was putting on a brave face, but 
there were serious doubts as to the crew’s 
chances of pulling through the demilitarized 
zone to the south PogoLogodongo. 

Meanwhile, John Taylor’s Mk1 Cortina had 
put a rod through the block. The car was 
originally a 1966 Safari service car which was 
rescued from a native chieftain, who had been 
using it to keep his warthogs in. Taylor was last 
seen lurking in the shadows beside Stuart 
Turner’s Jet Ranger, a meat cleaver in hand. 
For Stuart’s part, he had called a press con- 
ference nearby and, besides declaring officially 
that his holiday was now at an end, recommen- 
ded that John should be elected Rally Person of 
the Month when they all met together back in 
“good old London”’. 

The rally was now all but over, and thrusting 
into a_ spirited third overall came Brian 
Culcheth/Princess Alice M’Twata; the experi- 
enced Brian exploiting the ravishing Princess’s 
intimate knowledge to score many times over 
other contestants. Judy Clark made it to the 
finish, having driven the final stages herself, 
Roger being in a somewhat over-emotional state 
following his contretemps with Shamus 
O’Reilly, an Irishman. The sporting, athletic 
Madleyjoys brought their Zhiguli to the finish 
line in fifth place, whereupon they both deserted 
the car and scampered up the nearest tree, 
shattering furiously down to a_ pleading 
Hudson-Evans, who, with arms outstretched 
and tears of joy streaming down his face, was 
awarded the Stuart Turner Memorial Cup for 
the most sentimental and touching human 
interest spectacular of the event. The 
Madleyjoys were eventually tempted down with 
huge bags of groundnuts, thoughtfully provided 
by the sponsors. 

But the real shock was still to come, for, not 20 
yards from the exact spot where (cont on p. 94) 
GT Groundnut Rally 1976 

1, P. Jones/P. Newton (Packhard V8 Turbo), 7hrs 32m;* 

2, J. Singh/S. Singh (Daihatsu), 7hrs 39m; 

3, B. Culcheth/A. M’twata (Princess 2200), 8hrs 01m; 

4, R. Clark/J. Clark (Ford GT70), 8hrs 14m; 

5, Madleyjoy/Madleyjoy (Zhiguli GT), 9hrs 35m; 

6, S. Lampinen/M. Sithole (Saab 96), 10hrs 42m. 


“Various other journalists have laid claim to securing the Parmelli 
Jones drive — these claims are quite talse and can only be attributed 
to gross petulance and rank jealousy. 


35 


RAN RG een | 


FF2000 incident 


I’m writing to your Correspondence column for 
my first and, I hope, my last time, regarding the 
Formula Ford 2000 final at Mallory Park on 
March 21. 

I could spend a whole page explaining why the 
car went off to the right at the start, but that’s 
not my intention. 

By the time we were opposite the start of the 

its David MacPherson was on the inside, Tiff 
Needell in the middle and I was on the outside — 
we were close to each other, all in a straight line 
and safe. Approximately 50 yards from the end of 
the pits Armco my rear wheels were level with 
Needell’s fronts. I did not veer in any way what- 
soever as I knew at that time I was going to lead 
into the first bend, and then I was hit on my near- 
side rear wheel. 

There was, of course, an inquiry by the RAC. I 
heard unofficially that Dave MacPherson blamed 
Tiff and as I was called to the inquiry I assumed 
that it was to give my impression of the accident 
which would, fiom my point of view, be useless 
because I was in front and unsighted. Other than 
to say I was in the lead and that I was driving in a 
straight line, I could say no more. The RAC offi- 
cials questioned Dave MacPherson and Stuart 
Baird, who was immediately behind, and both 
drivers said that we were all fairly close but there 
was no change in our straight line driving. I was 
reprimanded by the RAC and with respect for 
them I accepted the decision, but in my own mind 
felt guiltless. 


As to my being antagonistic towards Tiff 


Needell, it’s a huge joke. If you had said David 
Lazenby I would have agreed because he and I 
haven’t agreed on anything since 1972 and he was 
the one who usurped me from Hawke. 

There is no way that I want to have Tiff off. 
What I want is to drive the latest car I’ve tested 
and to come first with Tiff second — it’s got to 
show that I’m a good test driver. As far as Mac 
McKinstry is concerned, he’s the best entrant 
I’ve ever had and I still converse with him on bits 
of handling information and so on practically 
every week. 


LONDON SE25 SypD Fox 


World-beaters 


That Jaguar are back in motor racing is great 
news, but to see them racing only once in this 
country is not going to help the ‘fragmented 
ge image” very much. Why not forget the 3- 
itre limit imposed on production car races in this 
country and let the British Public see for them- 
selves that Jaguar Production Cars (not racing 
specials, G2s, etc) are capable of beating GM — 
sorry I mean the world. 


BURNHAM, BUCKS T. G. HALLS 


Truly British 


So at last we have a truly British effort at 
challenging foreign domination in long-distance 
racing. I am, as surely many others are, trul 
delighted at the Jaguar project and wish it all 
success. 

However, I am not so sure that they (ie 
Leyland’s Simon Pearson and Derek Whittaker) 
have gone about their project the right way. For 
instance, their budget appears to be quite inade- 
quate for the task they have set themselves, and 
one can imagine how quickly the Leyland account- 
ants will foreclose on the project if it should falter 
through lack of cash. 

Secondly, their choice of drivers whilst being 
very patriotic, does not, with all due respect, set 
the world on fire. If Jaguar had to face factory 
teams from BMW and Ford in Group 2, they 
would, I fear, be very thoroughly beaten. It is just 
as well for them that their opposition to begin 
with will not be too strong. Indeed, none of the 
four drivers chosen could live with Peterson, 
Stuck, Redman or Fitzpatrick in tin tops, and in 
the past Derek Bell has driven BMWs and was 
frequently slower than his contemporaries. David 
Hobbs, too, must be considered as being beyond 
his best now whilst Steve Thompson is something 
of an unknown factor in this class of racing. And 
Rouse’s performances on British tracks in a sma 
car are famous enough, but 500+bhp around the 
Nurburgring is something else. 

The car ans seems to be requiring a lot more 


36 


development yet and one can be thankful that 
Ralph Broad is running the team for Jaguar. Its 
bearing failure at the press review and its porous 
wheels seem ominous portents. Let us hope that 
this is not half-hearted and that Jaguar stick at it 
and if necessary homologate wings, etc., if they 
are needed. My apologies if this letter appears to 
be defeatist, but it is vital that the Ge mars 
succeed otherwise the poisonous ruinous Socialist 
influences which have subverted so much that 
was promising and well deserved in this country, 
will destiny the project at the first opportunity. 

Finally, do not be surprised at the BBC and 
their anti-motor racing attitudes. At the risk of 
being branded a fascist pig, mass media in this 
country has been very thoroughly infiltrated by 
left-wing philo2ony which is admirably demon- 
strated by the Bais attitude to motor racmg; 
one of the few things this country has done really 
well at since the war. Such capitalist sports 
should never be shown when there’s racing at 
Chepstow or a third division football match at 
Bradford. What I say to the BBC is unprintable. 

WOODFORD GREEN, ESSEX B. J. PARKER 


Little Hitlers 


The failure of the BBC to televise the Race of 
Champions has provoked the expected reaction. 
AUTOSPORT has been deluged with letters, and no 
doubt the BBC has received a few tons of mail on 
the subject. All this letter-writing has no doubt 
made the infuriated motor racing enthusiasts feel 
alittle better, but is that the best we can do? 

To write to AUTOSPORT is praiseworthy, because 
any publicity is good, but to some extent you are 
preaching to the converted. To write to the BBC 
is probably worse than useless, because the little 
Hitlers there gain perverse pleasure in dictating 
to the people who pay their wages. They are 
already wasting your money on programmes no- 
body wants and your ten thousand letters are a 
mere drop in the ocean of daily complaints. 

Nevertheless, Great Britain is still a democracy, 
and if rae of you want motor racing on TV, 
and want it badly, you can force the BBC to take 
notice of your wishes. Indeed, you might even be 
able to get a few of the BBC bosses sacked, and 
make the rest think twice about dropping a sport 
in which they are not personally interested, on the 
flimsiest of excuses. 

There is only one method, but it always works. 
If enough of you write to your MP, action will de- 
finitely be taken. Any MP who is worth his salt 
replies to every letter he gets, and if that reply is 
unsatisfactory, he knows it’s a vote down the 
drain. Even a bad MP dare not flout the wishes of 
his constituents. Unlike the top men at the BBC, 
Members of Parliament are directly elected by the. 
public, and if they receive enough letters on any 
subject, they must do something about it. 

If only a few people write to their MPs, they 
may receive the soft answer that turneth away 
wrath, but if a really impressive load of letters 
arrives almost simultaneously on every member’s 
desk, there will be a rush to see who can be first to 
hit the headlines by asking a question in the 
House. Once we get that far, we’re home and dry. 

Obviously, the letters should be carefully 
reasoned, and mere invective is worse than 
useless. A really good letter, setting out the many 
reasons why TV coverage is essential, may even 
be used by your MP as the basis for his speech. 
Good ideas are hard to come by, and he may be 
grateful to you for providing him with 
ammunition. 

Motor racing is perhaps the most difficult sport 
to televise well. It really needs more new pro- 
ducers, cameramen, and technicians who under- 
stand something about it. When the team arrives 
just before a race, after having covered a horsey 
event, there’s little they can do except follow the 
leader, however good the commentators may be. 
The easy way out is to make some dishonest ex- 
cuses, which nobody believes, to give up covering 
this very popular sport. If you don’t write to your 
MP now, they’re going to get away with it! 
LONDON W1 A. R. SOALES 


Anti-British 


Following the very severe criticism of Aunty in 
AUTOSPORT Correspondence (March 25) I feel I 
must write these few lines in her defence. 

It must be remembered that British manufac- 
turers are very inferior to the standards set by 
European, American and Japanese counterparts. 
This we know to be true, as we are constantly 


the editor is not bound to agree with readers’ opinions 


being reminded by Miss V. Singleton and Mr R. 
Stillgoe, c/o BBC Nationwide, with information 
supplied by a certain consumer protection maga- 
zine, which shall remain nameless. 

It would therefore be very risky for Aunty to 
televise an event in which the vast majority of 
competitive machinery entered is not only 
designed, but developed and manufactured in 
Britain, and even the one totally foreign competi- 
tive car, namely the Ferrari, uses a number of 
British parts, essential to the workings of the car; 
fuel injection, brakes, spark plugs, shall I go on? 

You will appreciate that whatever the result of 
the Race of Champions, Aunty would have been 
forced to display a successful British product, and 
we all know that this just would not do. 

You will have noticed that I have not mentioned 
the names of any of the aforementioned British 
products, as I, like our Aunty, am extremely 
cautious regarding the advertisement of our 
home-produced goods. 


HOLLYWOOD, WoRCS L. ABBOTT 


Rubbish 


With reference to your article concerning the 
Silverstone meeting on March 14, a Peter 
Richings comment reads as follows: “The eco- 
nomy cars were headed by Danny Alderton’s 
Honda Civic which somehow avoided a penalty 
for setting off at least three seconds before the 
green light!” 

I take considerable exception to this type of 
reporting which is grossly inaccurate and mis- 
leading. I am well aware that your magazine 
employs freelance agents to cover many race 
meetings and I have always doubted their lack of 
journalistic training or experience. They seem to 

ave little understanding of motor racing either 
from an engineering, driving or sponsorship 
involvement. 

I am convinced that until such time motoring 
journals employ professional personnel, motor 
racing and its participants must suffer from this 
type of inaccurate reporting. I feel that Mr 
Richings owes me an apology or certainly an 
explanation for these comments and he should be 
reminded that at no time to my knowledge, has he 
been appointed a start judge. Also, if you would 
care to calculate the car starting three seconds 
before the others and the distance covered, I am 
sure you must agree that Mr Richings’ reporting 
leaves a little to be desired. 

D. N. ALDERTON 


RALLYE AUTO SPORT, 
AMERSHAM, BUCKS 


This week's 
centre spread 


The recent Race of Champions at 
Brands Hatch was full of surprises. 
The biggest (and most welcome) of 
them was the tremendous form of the 
new Durex-sponsored Surtees TS19 
driven by Australian Alan Jones. The 
combination was making its Formula 1 
debut, yet Jones took the lead during 
the first lap, led the race for nearly all 
the first half, and ultimately finished 
second. It was a great performance by 
all concerned, but even more pleasur- 
able because it signified a triumphant 
comeback for John Surtees as a con- 
structor. The whole programme was 
made possible by London Rubber/- 
Sanitas Ltd who, through their Durex 
brand, are sponsoring Jones’s car this 
year. Durex is the most popular brand 
of contraceptive in the world and this 
second year of motor racing 
sponsorship is aimed at inducing 
normality over the subject of birth 
control. The next appearance of the 
car will be at Silverstone on April 11. 
Photo: David Winter. 
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In a career spanning 12 
years, Derek Bell has 
earned the reputation of 
being one of the world’s 
most versatile racing 
drivers. On the Formula 1 
front he joined Ferrari as 
a works driver in 1968 
straight from Formula 2, 
and has since driven 
McLaren, Surtees, 
Brabham, March and 
Teeno cars in Grand Prix 
racing. In endurance 
events he has driven for 
Porsche, Alfa Romeo, 
Gulf and others, winning 
Le Mans last year: he’s 
also raced F5000s and 
GTs, this year he'll be 
driving the exciting new 
works V12 Jaguar. This is 
the first of an occasional 
series of track tests by 
Derek that we hope to be 
publishing in 
AUTOSPORT. 


The best 
Fl car I've 
ever driven... 


continued 


the driver and how good a start he does. It doesn’t 
involve a gearchange, and more or less as soon as 
the car is under way it’s doing at least 60. A 
couple of seconds, I reckon. Automotive Products, 
who make clutches that have to cope with this 
sort of problem, used to quote in an advertise- 
ment 0-100 in 6.8 seconds, which is probably some- 
where near the mark. Maximum speed, of course, 
depends on how the car is geared for a particular 
circuit, but I suppose at Silverstone, 175 mph 
would be eapestetl 

On a flying lap I was getting to my rev-limit in 
fourth gear hy Copse, the righthander after the 
startline, taking third for that, and then through 
fourth and into fifth before Maggotts, which is 
taken flat. Then it’s hard on the brakes and take 
third in a single change for Becketts, snatching 
fourth before Chapel Curve (flat) and fifth just 
after it. On Hangar Straight my 10,200 came up 


in top well before I needed to brake for Stowe, 


AUTOSPORT'S new track tester Derek Bell (in helmet) poses with the Brabham and (I to r) Loris Kessel, John Macdonald and Patrick Neve (efi). Despi te 
somewhat cramped driving position (right), Derek was able to enjoy driving one of ‘ 
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feel dull and dead in this department, and 


which is on for fourth gear although I was using 
third to begin with. I could not hold fourth up to 
Club, which was another third or fourth job, and 
then it was flat all the way, taking fifth just 
before Abbey Curve, to Woodcote and the chicane 


ain. 
othe Silverstone chicane is a bit of a bastard 
because, as you come barrelling up the hill from 
Abbey flat out in fifth at, I suppose, 160 mph, it’s 
out of sight, tucked away inside the corner, so you 
don’t see it until you’re right on top of it. Most of 
the time I was taking it in second — hard on the 
brakes, one change from fifth to third, and then 
another from third to second — although with my 
rev-limit that meant snatching third again when [| 
was barely out of the corner. I’m sure it’s all good 
fun for the spectators, and a relief to the drivers, 
because one day someone was going to have a big 
accident there. But I have to admit I’m sorry the 
old fifth gear Woodcote has gone. It was a balls- 
out challenge, rather like Spa. 

You're always led to believe in Formula 1 that 
when something happens it’s a big surprise — 
that the car doesn't give you much warning 
before it steps out of line. But in my view it’s not 
like that at all, certainly not with the Brabham. 
The one single thing that most impressed itself 
upon me was that it had masses of “feel’’ — the 
suspension felt lively, and you always felt you 
knew what the car was doing. Of course, at 
Formula 1 speeds things are going to happen 
bloody quickly anyway, but as long as you know 
more or less what day of the week it is, the car 
does tell you what’s going on. Some racing cars 


is\) 


[tik LSE Sees meee. cee alles 2 


axons 


Al ‘ 
ey ee teeta, Oat AE tte se Silt aE a de 


bE Aah eh, 


‘the ultimate racing cars” (below). 


somehow uninformative. 

The handling felt very positive: when you 
turned into a c7rner the car’s transition into a 
cornering attitude was slick and immediate. But 
this was followed by an initial wander at the front, 
as eeu the outside front tyre was just moving 
outwards or giving a little wriggle before the car 
set itself firmly into the comer. It’s probably 
something that a long test session could pinpoint 
and eradicate — it might have been happening 
just at the point of a bump, for example. All the 
corners at Silverstone that you actually lift off for 
are righthanders, so I couldn’t tell if it would 
happen on lefthanders as well. I also noticed when 
I stopped that the inside edges of both back 
wheels were very hot, usually a sign of too much 
negative camber. 

At first, feeling my way and valiantly gee | 
my right foot from bake to throttle, I coul 
actually hear the front tyres squealing on a long 
righthander like Club, until feeding on the power 
balanced the car. As I got more used to it, in the 
few laps I had, I was able to eek the power on 
earlier. Then, as you give it the big boot, the 
traction takes hold, and the car just sits down and 
goes: You feel you can go on going faster and 

aster and faster — and that’s a feeling you only 
get with the ultimate racing cars. 

The RAM Brabhams may be only last year’s 
BT44Bs, but they should be ultra-competitive. 
Gordon Murray’s design is still typical of the very 
best in current Grand Prix machinery, of the kind 
that is often disparagingly described as the ‘‘Ford 
kit-car”. As far as I was concerned, it was 


the best Formula 1 car I’ve ever driven. oO 
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Chris Alford 


Chris Alford, 1975 prod sports champion, is one of 
those people who has come up through every 
realm of motor sport, and some fairly unusual 
cars. Chris, 29, started messing around with a 
Morris Minor and an MG TC in his early years 
back in the early 1960s, doing hillclimbs, auto- 
tests, rallies. The bug, not unnaturally, had bit, 
and Alford went off to Jim Russell’s school and 
spent two years doing the course, ending up with 
a few races against the likes of Geddes Yeates and 
Mo Harness. Eventually, however, when he did 
get started, as he was working for Saab his first 
racer was a two-stroker from Trollhatan, built up 
from a write-off for £67. After a few seconds and 
thirds, the car ended its days in the same way, 
oo Chris rolled it at Brands Hatch on the warm- 
up lap. 

Then began a single-seater era, supposedly, for 
he was all set to move into F4. In fact, he ended 
up with another Saab, in which he came second in 
his class in the Snetterton 500 kms in 1968. But it 
was single-seaters a year later, with an ex-F2 Lola 
in FF. It was very bitza, with Renault ’box and a 
mere 50bhp, and the strangest gear linkage ever 
seen — it went over his shoulder! After a few long- 
distance internationals in a Mini-Cooper, Alford 
went racing with an FF Centaur, but that proved 
to be pretty bad too. His third FF, the Lenham, 
proved to be much better in 1971 and he was 
rarely out of the lower half of the first six. By this 
time he was working for John Britten, the Hert- 
fordshire car dealers, and later in the year he 
married his wife Eileen; they now have a 
daughter. 

Chris’ FF career continued with some more 
fairly varied FFs, including an old Merlyn which 

oved quite good, but it was very much a share 
fea through the years to 1974. Throughout this 
time, Britten himself had been running a Plus 8 
Morgan and, with a little help from his employer, 
Alford took the tracks once more in 1975 in a 
Morgan 4/4, with Minister-prepared engine. It 
proved an immense success and, out of 15 races, 
Alford won 15, 11 of them national championship 
prodsportsrounds. 

Now the boot is on the other foot for, having 
Snetterton last Sunday) complete with the same 
TVR 1600 this year (class-winning debut at 
Shetterton last Sunday) complete with the same 
Minister engine. So he’s now having to beat all 
those delighted Morgan owners whom he con- 
vinced last year to go for the Malvern product. 
Furthermore, he’s the defending CHES and, if 
Sunday’s form is anything to go by, Mrs Alford 
should have a few more trophies to polish this 
year. 


OSPORT, APRIL 1, 1976 


John Eaton 


John Eatonis currently leading the Esso/BTRDA 
Gold Star Rally Championship with his Ford 
Escort, no less. It would appear that he is not 
your average young hopeful. He is middle-aged 
(just) at 40, and he is a Land Drainage Contractor 
(and sometime contract reaping and sowing man) 
by way of business, which should sound mildly 
surprising to all but similarly employed folks; 
especially considering the propensity for scrap 
dealers, garage mechanics and rich men’s sons in 
the field of rallye. 

John Eaton hails from Stanton Harcourt, in 
Oxfordshire, and is married, his family compris- 
ing two children, with another imminent. Incred- 
ible as it may seem, John decided to have a crack 
at special stage rallying just one year ago, when a 
“disastrous” holiday in France caused him to 
reflect that he should spice his life with a little 
more excitement than his vocation could offer. So, 
John decided to equip himself with a rally car; and 
an ex-Makinen, ex-Ford France Escort was duly 
acquired. What started as a 1760cc iron block car 
is now an 1850cc alloy BDA with ZF box, four- 
link sliding trunnion rear end and so on, all built 
up by Barry Lewis with engine by employee Barry 
Hoyle (no relation). 

As in all the best stories, in John’s first rally he 
was seeded 70, and then proceeded to win the 
event (the East Anglian Stages last year), though 


| admittedly after a “four-hour row” with the 


organisers just to convince them that this un- 
known had, indeed, taken their top placing. A 
19th place on the Cheltenham Festival followed, 
but then a halfshaft broke while he was lying 
sixth on the Wye Dean last year, giving him his 
first non-finish. The achievement of fourth place 
overall during the Tour of Eppynt followed before 
another halfshaft breakage. 

By now his wife, José, was a keen follower and 
persuaded John to continue, irrespective of half- 
shaft problems. The Tour of Dean was entered 
this year, George starting at 77 and getting 
nowhere in the conditions. The first Pouner of the 
BTRDA series, the Gwynedd, saw another half- 
shaft let go, but a final position of 13th was 
achieved after repairs. The Mintex was John’s 
next rally, his start number of 178 terminating in 
a very creditable 39th place after enduring all the 
fog, dark, and broken-up stage roads on the 
agenda for a driver running nearly three hours 
behind the rally winner. 

Eleventh place on the Dukeries followed, John 
not treating the rally as anything more than fun, 
and using up some unsuitable old M&S tyres on 
the predominantly smooth stages. Just a couple 
of weeks ago, George tapped tas claim to fame 
with a rousing second place (without the use of 
first or reverse gears) on the South West Stages. 

Mr Eaton certainly is proving to be quite an 
Escort driver. For the remainder of this year he is 
sufficiently bitten to contest both the Pirelli and 
BTRDA series, and to have entered the Welsh 
and Scottish internationals. 


Roger Orgee 


It all started with a company car for Roger Orgee. 
The man many people believe is motor racing in 
the West Country had not done much racing — 
apart from self-built karts — until he joined a 
company which gave him a company car and 
enabled him to sell his roadgoing Lotus Elan. 
With the money, he went up to see Alexis one 
Friday evening, bought the ex-lan Ashley 
Formula Ford, and went racing with it on the 
Saturday. “I wondered where they all went”, is 
his reaction to his inexperience. Six years later, 
Roger is one of the men who'll develop into the 
best of the FF2000 drivers and provide the hard- 
core at the front of the field, as he showed last 
Sunday at Snetterton, where he was fourth. 

Roger Orgee is by no means a spring chicken 
(now turning 33) but he still drives as com- 
petitively as the younger men. Even at the age of 
27, when he started racing, it didn’t take him long 
to win, five races in fact. He temporarily called it a 
day in 1971, his second season of racing, but for 
1972 he bought the ex-Russell Wood Royale RP3 
and, having sorted it out mid-season, took it to a 
lot of wins. His 1973 season was considerably im- 
proved by a crash midwa renee the year: he 
was driving the works MRE in FF, and the mid- 
season ding meant that the car was rebuilt well, 
and it proved to be much better. 

The next season proved to be his best, for with a 
new Dulon he found himself always at the front. 
With the help of Modern Engineers of Bristol, he 
took the BRSCC SW Centre’s FF championship, 
and was all ready to move onto bigger things in 
1975. He chose F F2000 with a Royale, but while 
the marque might have been right in FF1600 
that’s where the emphasis lay, and Roger found 
himself out into the cold for the season with no 
development work being passed on. So the Royale 
went at the end of last year, to make way for a 
new Elden in FF2000 this year. It has proved con- 
siderably better and Roger once again has 
Modern Engineers support. 

As for that West Country tag, yes, Roger is 
from Bristol, where he lives with his attractive 
wife Denise. He works at a computer bureau, 
ACT. In particular, Orgee pays tribute to the help 
he’s received from two drivers, Bill Stone, who 
now makes Reynards and Facksimiles, and Derek 
Lawrence, last year’s FF2000 champion. Now it’s 
up to Orgee to emulate his helper. 
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by John Bolster 


The cornering power, which would be impressive in quite a light car, is extraordinary for such a heavy machine. 


Jaguar XJS: nothing but the best 


In 1961, or was it 1962?, I drove a 3.8-litre E-Type 
Jaguar to watch a Grand Prix race. I frequently 
exceeded 150mph on the way and was amused to 
find that none of the racers went as fast on the cir- 
cuit. Yet, I brokeno laws. . 

In 1976, I drove the new Jaguar XJS, which has 
12 cylinders and 5.3 litres to go very little faster. 
So rapidly has the motoring situation deterior- 
ated that one could be arrested like a criminal for 
extending the car on any gear except first. A 
short time ago, when we were told that petrol sup- 
plies were running low, it seemed unlikely that 
cars like this would ever again be built, and it’s 
difficult to justify the cost of buying and running 
such a vehicle. Yet, almost incredibly, there is a 
rising demand for super-cars and this, by far the 
most elaborate and luxurious Jaguar ever sold, is 
assured of a warm welcome. 

It had seemed that the pleasure of owning a 
good car was waning, and that those who were 
clever enough to keep some folding money away 
from the tax man were spending it on boats and 
‘planes. Somehow, neither the water nor the air 
was the answer and the road, for all its restric- 
tions, still exerts its old fascination. If a man can 
afford a Jaguar or a Ferrari, that is what he will 
buy, even though he probably cannot tell you 
why. It’s not a mathematical equation, but to 
compare 12 cylinder motoring with four-cylinder 
commuting is like asking a chap if he prefers the 
warm, mild beer at the local to Dom Perignon 
ar yg 

So, I shall not attempt to make any excuse for 
using a ton and three-quarters of extremely 
complicated machinery to carry me about for a 
week. If you tell me that I could have ridden a 
moped for six months on the same amount of 
petrol, you are going to get a very rude answer. I 
may be a bloated capitalist of the extreme right, 
but I loved every moment of it, so there! 

This Jaguar is not intended to be a sports car 
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and that it happens to be extremely fast is purely 
incidental. The 12 cylinder, light-alloy engine is 
fitted with Bosch mechanical fuel injection, manu- 
factured under licence by Lucas, but this again is 
not to secure ultimate performance but to obtain 
unrivalled flexibility and low-speed torque. 
Perhaps most important, injection gives a 
welcome reduction in fuel consumption, compared 
with the carburetters normally fitted to this 
engine. Though the electronic ignition is of racing 
type, its main advantage is to ensure exactly 
timed sparks in all cylinders without frequent 
servicing. 

Another important feature of the engine is its 
clean exhaust, the vertical valves and Heron-type 
combustion chambers having better anti-pollu- 
tion characteristics than the classical inclined 
valves of earlier Jaguar models. For a car aimed 
at the export market, this is vital. A synchromesh 
gearbox or automatic transmission may be 
chosen at the same price. 

As is well known, there are two lengths of 
Jaguar saloon, but the XJS uses the floor pan of 
the shorter one, with the rear suspension moved 
forward 6.9ins to give a wheelbase of only 8ft 6ins. 
The body shell is lighter than that of the XJ 
saloon but a full 3 cwt heavier than the consider- 
ably narrower E-Type, though its better Suara 

ives it less aerodynamic drag than that car. The 
Fi2 E-Type was not nearly so “‘clean” as the old, 
original E-Type, and the new body has the advan- 
tage of being designed from the outset to pass 
modern regulations, instead of having to be 
ard as the E-Type was through the years. 

e XJS is a wide car, giving superb comfort 
for two people. The rear seats are too cramped for 
adults on long journeys, but they are ample for 
short trips and, of course, perfect for children. 
The bonnet is shorter than that of the E-Type but 
is still long enough to be somewhat awkward 
when entering a road from a gateway. The rear 


window is kept clean by the fins on either side of 
it, which advantage is somewhat cancelled out by 
the consequent blindness of the rear quarters. 
From an engineering point of view, the greatest 
virtue of the body is its excellent torsional 
rigidity, which is of the utmost importance for 
roadholding. 

This body shell is suspended on wishbones in 
front, on the normal Jaguar system, though the 
rating of the coil springs and dampers is suitably 
adjusted. The Adwest rack and pinion steering is 
higher-geared than on the XJ saloons and the E- 
Type, though the power-assistance is similar. The 
front brakes have cast-iron ventilated discs of 
11.8ins diameter, with 4-piston calipers on dual 
circuits. 

The rear suspension is of the usual Jaguar type, 
each hub having two spring and damper units. A 
very rugged lower wishbone is paired with a fixed- 
length driveshaft, forming the upper link, with a 
radius arm for triangulation. The inboard brakes 
have 10.38ins cast-iron discs and two-piston 
calipers. Each disc has a damper ring recessed 
into its periphery to ensure silent operation. 

Anti-roll torsion bars are used at both ends of 
the car, that at the rear being unused on a Jaguar. 
Insulated sub-frames reduce the transference of 
noise and vibration into the body. The brake 
application is assisted by a tandem vacuum servo 
and although entirely adequate braking could be 
obtained by using only one circuit, a warning light 
would inform the driver if either system was de- 
veloping a lower pressure than normal. The hand- 
brake lever is of the commercial-vehicle type, 
falling horizontally to the floor on the right of the 
driver’s seat when the car has been parked. It 
must be raised and re-engaged before bein, 
released, so it’s impossible to kick the button an 
let off the brakes by accident. 

The driving position is comfortable and the 
steering column length is adjustable, though a 
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road test 


short driver may find difficulty in fully depressin, 
the clutch pedal. Although there are cars wit. 
heavier clutch operation, this one may become 
tiring at the traffic lights. I do feel that all power- 
ful cars should have servo-assisted clutch pedals, 
as the Packard did before the war, if only to 
match the lightness of the brake application. 

Proper round instruments are legible at a 
glance, a highly desirable feature of any really 

ast car. Most sensibly, the speedometer dial only 

reads up to 160mph, which gives a reasonable 
spread of calibrations over the useful working 
area. 

Too many cars are fitted with 200mph speedo- 
meters, which means that the figures are crowded 
in so closely together that they can easily be mis- 
read at a hurried glimpse. This is a pretentious 
fashion that fools aie 

Perhaps the first lesson the XJS teaches one is 
just how good fuel injection can be, for not only 
does it give a. useful increase of top-end power but 
it utterly transforms the low-speed flexibility. 
This Jaguar starts at once from cold and can be 
driven in thick traffic straight away. It is the first 
modern car to equal the flexibility of my Silver 
Ghost, running evenly on top gear at a walking 
pace and accelerating smoothly from 4mph on 
that ratio. Where it differs from the 1911 Rolls is 
that it has approximately double the maximum 
speed, so there has been some progress in 65 
years! 

Really to enjoy this V12, it’s best to have the 
manual transmission. Only then can one appre- 
ciate the steam-like flexibility of this wonderful 
engine. We have had engines in the past, even 
quite cheap American ones, that would accelerate 
strongly and smoothly from 4mph in top gear. 
Where this one breaks new ground is in combining 
such flexibility with outstanding performance at 
high revs. The Jaguar peaks at 5500rpm and 
remains completely smooth up to the recom- 
mended maximum of 6500 — indeed, it is capable 
of very much more. 

A sensible choice of gear ratio has been made 
and though a slightly higher “cog” would give one 
the chance of breaking the 160mph barrier, the 
better acceleration of the existing arrangement is 
far more valuable. Where this car is so outstand- 
ing is in its extraordinary acceleration from 120 to 
140mph, where most other very fast machines are 
starting to labour. It seems to level out at 
6250rpm, which is about 154mph, so there is no 
danger of entering the red section of the rev- 
counter dial. 

These speeds are somewhat academic nowadays 
and in case somebody accuses me of advocating 
such driving, perhaps I should utter a word of 
warning. Anybody who is reasonably competent 
should be able to drive safely at speeds up to 
130mph, but though much higher velocities are 
not at all dangerous in themselves, they call for 
judgement which can only be acquired by prac- 
tice. The man who seldom drives at much more 
than 100mph should think twice about going up 
to 150mph without some exploration of inter- 
mediate speeds. If things go wrong, it all happens 
a bit sharpish, so don't say that uncle Bolster 
didn’t warn you! 

The whole point of owning an XJS is that it is 
entirely unstressed at any normal speed, and 
stability which has been worked out for 150mph is 
incomparably better than that of ordinary cars. It 
is utterly safe, and in an emergency it can be 
braked to a standstill in an incredibly short dist- 
ance, without trying to take charge. Like all 
recent Jaguars, it was designed in collaboration 
with the Dunlop engineers, who have developed a 
special tyre for it. As a result, it generates corner- 
ing power which would be impressive in quite a 
light car but is extraordinary in such aoheaves 
machine. 

Near-neutral tbe and exceptional traction 
are its outstanding characteristics. It is ulti- 
mately possible to make the rear end break away 
on a test circuit, but only by driving much harder 
than would be in any way reasonable on the road. 
The behaviour continues to be safe and predict- 
able on wet surfaces and the steering is very much 
better than the rather over-assisted setup on 
other Jaguars, though there is still not much feel 
of the road. 

The engine is quiet enough to permit conversa- 
tion in subdued tones at 140mph, yet it does not 
have the woolly sound of most well-silenced power 
units. There is a proper note, rising inspiringly as 
the big V12 reaches peak revs, but in normal use 
the XJS is a quiet car, if not totally silent; the 
gearbox has an audible whine on the indirect 
ratios, which would be lost in the general com- 
motion of most cars. The gearchange might be a 
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Sump tiously appointed interior. 


little lighter, but its quite acceptable. 

Really impressive, even by Jaguar standards, is 
the insulation of road noise. The wind becomes 
audible at 90mph or so, but curiously enougl it 
seems less noticeable at higher speeds. The heat- 
ing and ventilation work very well, with refriger- 
ated air conditioning which will be appreciated in 
the sunny climates where the fortunate owners of 
such cars are likely to relax. That the windows 
rise and fall electrically and the doors lock from 
one point are nowadays minimum requirements 
among upper-crust cars. 

From time immemorial, the enthusiast has be- 
moaned the tendency of manufacturers to turn 
away from “hairy” sports cars towards ultra- 


The author holds a steady and unflustered 140mph.... 


luxurious GT coupés. The answer is that every- 
body longs to own a stark semi-racer, but nobody 
actually buys them. A few wealthy Englishmen 
and a lot of rich foreigners will rush to buy the 
XJS, and it will make a great deal of money for 
Leyland. As I have already said, a car of this price 
and performance is scarcely a logical buy, but as 
long as there is a demand for such exotica, Britain 
should endeavour to supply it. I’ve driven the 
German and Italian equivalents, and very nice 
they are too, but nobo M who has tried them all 
could be in any possible doubt. The V12 from 
Coventry is the one, and if they can make them all 
as well as they built the car they lent me, Britain 
has a world-beater. 


49 


eal eo Eee... es 


SPECIFICATION AND PERFORMANCE DATA 


Vat teated: Jaguar XJS 2+2 coupé, price £9527 including car tax and 
VAT. 

Engine: 12 cylinders, 90 x 70mm (5343cc). Compression ratio 9 to 1. 
285bhp DIN at 5500rpm. Single chain-driven overhead camshaft per 
bank. Lucas-Bosch fuel injection. Lucas electronic ignition. 
Transmission: Single dry plate clutch. 4-speed synchromesh gearbox 
with central change, ratios: 1.0, 1.389, 1.905, and 3.238 to 1. Hypoid 
final drive, ratio 3.07 to 1. 

Chassis: Combined steel body and chassis. Independent front suspen- 
sion by wishbones, coil springs and telescopic dampers, and anti-roll 
torsion bar. Adwest rack and pinion power-assisted steering. Independ- 
ent rear suspension by lower wishbones, fixed-length driveshafts, radius 
arms, and twin coil spring damper units, with anti-roll bar. Servo- 
assisted dual-circuit disc brakes with rear limiting valve. Bolt-on light- 
alloy wheels, fitted Dunlop Sport Super 205 70 VR 15 tyres. 
Equipment: Speedometer. Rev-counter. Voltmeter. Oil pressure, 
water temperature, and fuel gauges. Clock. Heating, demisting, and 
ventilation system with refrigerated air conditioning. Heated rear 
window. Electrically-operated door windows. Electric door locks. Wind- 
screen wipers and washers, two-speed plus flick-wiper. Flashing direc- 
tion indicators. Reversing lights. 

Dimensions: Wheelbase, 8ft Gins. Track, 4ft 10ins/4ft 10.6ins. Overall 
length, 15ft 11.72ins. Width, 5ft 10.6ins. Weight, 1 ton 14cwt. 
Performance: Maximum speed, 154mph. Speeds in gears: third, 
116mph; second, 84mph; first, 50mph. Standing quarter-mile, 14.9s. 
Acceleration: 0-30mph, 2.8s; 0-50mph, 5.0s; 0-60mph, 6.7s; 0-80mph, 
10.4s; 0-100mph, 16.4s; 0-120mph, 25.7s. 

Fuel consumption: 13 to 18mpg. 
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Damien Magee’s turn to lead, this time with David Purley following. And it became Magee’s race when 


Purley’s Chevron blew up. 


SNETTERTON 


Magee turns the tables 


By BOB CONSTANDUROS 


Photos by MIKE DIXON 


For nearly 30 of the 40 laps of the ShellSport 5000 Championship gna ifie: at Snetterton last 


Sunday, the 3.4-litre Ford-powered Chevron and March of David 


urley and Damien Magee 


were completely dominant. Magee led for a little of the first lap, followed Purley for the next 


nine, and then took his turn in front for 13 laps before Purley took the lead again. Over the 
next 14 laps, the Bognor Regis driver pulled out a lead of nearly 50yds, but just two laps 
from home his engine blew as he crossed the start/finish line, and Magee cruised home to a 
well deserved, if slightly hollow victory. In fact these two were really the only competitive 
cars in the race, for teething troubles and startline engine dramas put paid to other possible 
front runners. Second place went to Bill Gubelmann in his F2 March, but he was over a lap 
pee, 8 was third man Tony Rouff in Brian Lewis’s F2 Boxer. Purley was still calssified 
fourth. 

The BRSCC ran a pleasant six-race meeting, made that much more pleasant by the sun 
which shone throughout, and the crowds reacted well to the first public howl of DFVs 
heard at the circuit. The other major race of the day was an APG FF2000 round, run over 20 
laps, which was dominated by David MacPherson’s Dulon after other fancied runners failed 


in their challenges. 


ENTRY & PRACTICE 


The entry for this second ShellSport 5000 round 
was small but select, without the variety of 
Mallory Park, but rather more competitive. In 
fact, just 13 cars turned up, and 12 raced. Practice 
was held in two sessions on Saturday under over- 
cast skies and in rather a blustery wind. The time 
Rere had to aim at was the lap record set by 
Teddy Pilette’s Lola at last year’s F5000 race, 
which stood at one minute exactly. 

Knocking last year’s F5000 grid into perspec- 
tive instantly was poleman John Cannon. In the 
Richard Oaten run, Chevrolet-powered March 
which he has slowly developed over a number of 
seasons, Cannon got down to 59.8s in the first 
session, and was 0.1s slower in the second, 
emphasising his adaptability to circuits. The 
team tried different tyres but, apart from that, 
they were just sorting the car, although various 
other drivers reported that the March engine had 
a very definite advantage out of the slower 
corners. Second quickest was David Purley in the 
8.4 Lec Chevron, who set a 59.8 in the second 
session having had a trouble-free practice, just 
trying a different (heavier) airbox. However, 
things were not so good in Sunday’s untimed 
session: first of all be broke two spark boxes, and 
then it was noticed that bolts in the front up- 
rights were moving about. The race start was 
delayed while they were fixed. 
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Exactly on the mute on row two was Damien 
Magee, who had a quiet run in the Hexagon 3.4 
March 751 (run by RAM), getting used to the 
security of having a car to race throughout the 
year, and settling down to being a real profes- 
sional racing driver. Beside him on row two was 
Brian McGuire in the F1 Williams, a car which 
certainly looks very smart. It was a first-time-out 
shakedown session for McGuire, and he was most 
happy with the car, even though he lost the clutch 
in the second session after setting 1m 0.6s. 

Row three held Richard Scott in Team P. R. 
Reilly’s Shadow-DFV and Valentino Musetti’s F2 
March. Scott wasn’t originally going to go, but he 
came along and continued basically to test; in par- 
ticular, he was trying to make the steering lighter. 
Musetti’s March was basically unchanged and he 
set 1m 1.3s in the first session, after a slight oil 
leak curtailed his second. 

Row four held only Bill Gubelmann’s ageing 
March 732 with BDG power, on 1m 2.7s. Ray 
Mallock should have been alongside, but the 
team’s rotten luck had struck again. This time, 
after they had built up Ray’s old F2 March, the 
crank in the BDX broke in the first session, and 
that was that. 

Next up was Tony Rouff in Brian Lewis’s BDX- 
powered Boxer, on 1m 4.48; this was the first time 
the American had driven the car in anger, and he 
— a second off his time at each attempt, 
without problems. On the same time was Emillio 
Villota in the Lyncar, still gaining experience. 


e e 
championship 
Round 2 

Divina Galica had persistent spark box prob- 
lems in ShellSport’s DFV- powered Surtees but 
enjoyed the circuit which saw her record 1m 4.5s, 
ener ng the sixth row with Brian Robinson, whose 
F2 Lola was appreciably slower, as was Chris 
Featherstone’s ageing McRae, still unsold. 


RACE 


ii 
Much of the drama occurred at the start, 
although it wasn’t to unfold until much later. The 
most immediate drama was Cannon’s: after the 
two warm-up laps, just before the flag dropped, 
the poleman stalled as he couldn’t disengage his 
gears; as the grid took off, Cannon was able to 
start, but somewhat down the field. In the drag 
up to Riches, Purley put 9400 on the rev counter, 
rather more than an Essex engine should take, 
but all seemed well, although Magee nipped in to 
take the corner, and McGuire felt that he had 
damaged his clutch on the line too. So Magee led 
the field, at least to the end of the straight, where 
Purley took the lead. In a torrent of sound, they 
swept past the pits for the first of the 40 laps in 
the order Purley, Magee, McGuire, Gubelmann 
(who’d made a good start), Scott, Rouff, Musetti, 
Cannon, Galica and the others. 

After a couple of laps, Purley and Magee were 
tied together at the head of the field, with a gap to 
third, McGuire heading a train of Scott, Cannon, 
Gubelmann, Rouff and Musetti, with Divina and 
Villota the Pilota already dicing lower down. The 
leading due looked in a race of their own and it 
was developing well, Damien beginning to have a 
look around Purley, but in a quiet sort of way. 

Then the third-placed McGuire dropped down 
to sixth on lap 6 after a moment, which rather 
split up the train, but left Cannon closely follow- 
ing Scott and now a bit of a gap to Gubelmann, 
obviously happy to be back in his old F2 car. Now 
McGuire had both Rouff and Musetti for com- 
pany, although the latter’s engine was beginning 
to show signs of the smoke which was to spell his 
retirement by quarter-distance. 

Cannon ae by Scott on lap 9 for third place, but 
it was still apparent that the real race was up 
front, for Magee was still looking for a way 
around Purley. Sure enough, on lap 11, in an un- 
hurried and smooth way, Magee nipped by at the 
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‘end of the straight. At the same time, McGuire’s 


clutch gave out and started slipping, and he 
headed for the pits. 

Cannon drew away from Scott, but it made little 
impression on the leaders, so far ahead were they. 
Cannon’s task was rather lonely, especially when 
Scott became another pits visitor when he could 
only engage fourth after a bolt broke on the gear 
linkage. That was on lap 17, and already the 
rather meagre field looked positively sparse. 
Apart from the leading three, only Gubelmann 
and Rouff remained on the same lap, for the 
dicing Lyncar and Surtees were a lap away, and 
Robinson and Featherstone were two down. 

At half-distance, it was time for Purley to get 
his own back on Magee, and he started looking for 
a way round, although Damien did give him a 
large chop to thwart his efforts. Before 22 laps, 
Cannon was another to slow, and he retired out in 
the fields. The initial start problem had worsened, 
and finally the car stopped on the back straight, 
with, Cannon thought, the clutch centre disinte- 

rated. Now there were three, for Rouff had been 
apped, too. 
oing up to Riches on lap 24, it was finally 
Purley’s turn to nip by Magee and lead. Damien 
was troubled by a vibration caused by the nose 
splitter Pree ngs away from the car, and this 
slowly allowed ley to pull out over 3s in the 
next 10 laps. In that time, Purley felt the steering 
stiffen (possibly due to a bent rack) but, while he 
felt that he had a sufficient cushion to the March, 
he had other worries. Just two laps from home, 
the engine, over-revved on lap 1, emitted a cloud 
of smoke as it crossed the line, and it was all over. 
Magee cruised home to win, a lap ahead of the 
rest, while Purley took fourth. 

Both leaders had obviously enjoyed their race, 
and they were pleased with their dice. But it was 
not a great race. Perhaps when those DFVs are 
sorted? 


Shellsport 5000 European Championship, round2 
Snetterton, March 28, 40 laps 

1, Damien Magee (3.4 March-Cosworth/Ford GA 751), 40m 52.6s, 
411.55mph; 
2, Bill Gubelmann (2.0 March-Cosworth/BDG 732/742), 39 laps; 
3, Tony Rouff (2.0 Boxer-Swindon/BDX PR 276), 39 laps; 
4, David Purley (3.4 Chevron-Cosworth/Ford GA 830), 38 laps, DNF; 
5, Emillio Villota (3.0 Lyncar-Cosworth/Ford DFV 006), 38 laps; 
6, Divina Galica (3.0 Surtees-Cosworth/Ford DFV TS16); 38 laps; 

No other classified finishers. 

Fastest lap: Magee, 1m 00s, 115.02s (Equals outright circuit 
record). 
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SUPPORTING RACES 


Although Peter Cooke practised a whole 1.2s 
uicker than the rest of the Sytner of Nottingham 
lubmans field, his challenge was to come to 

naught with a wheel-rubbing incident with 

Malcolm Jackson at Riches on the first lap, which 

left Vernon Davies’ U2 with a good lead over Nick 

Adams’s similar car, with Chris Greville-Smith’ 

next from Martin Mansell’s U2. In a nutshell, 

Adams closed up on Davies to challenge, miss a 

gear, fall back, and rechallenge; he was eventually 

1.25 away at the end. Mansell closed on Greville- 

Smith’s Phantom but never quite got by, finish- 

ing 0.6s away. It wasn’t a very full grid, nor very 

competitive, and the loss of two cars in the first 
lap among others took away some of the interest. 
Second race was for the Renault 5s, lots of help 
coming from Renault in loaning a number of cars 
to “star drivers’. However, none could get within 
8s of the three quickest men in practice. They 
were so close together that it wasn't surprising to 
see a battle of nerves getting the better of two of 
them, Richard Loxton Hassell and Mick Hill, who 
departed before the flag dropped. However, 

Hassell proved to be quick, and he drew further 

and further away from a second-place dice 
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Richard Scott (near camera) and Tony Rouff shoot by John Cannon's stationary March at the start. 
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between Hill and fellow front row man Stuart 
McCrudden, who’d been more patient than his 
neighbours. Hassell nearly got his 10s cushion, 
but McCrudden, in his super-close battle with 
Hill, just hung onto the lead and won, while 
Hassell was credited with second despite the 
penalty. Charles Sawyer-Hoare left Barrie 
Williams to his own devices in his road registered 


car after a close battle, and managed to split Hill: 


and McCrudden on the road for an eventual third 
place on paper, from Williams and Hill after his 
corrected time. Marc Smith, Keith Collier and 
Bob Taylor were only 0.2s apart after an enter- 
taining and spirited dice. 

After Chris Meek had slipped out of third gear 
and dropped back in the Euro-Burgess Southern 
League production sports car event, it looked as 
though they were going to have the best prod 
sports race ever. For there were the TVRs of Rod 

retton and Colin Blower, the Morgan Plus 8s of 
Bill Wykeham and Charles Morgan and Meek’s 
Biba supported Lotus Europa, all dicing like they 
were made together. But it only lasted for a 
couple of ge when Morgan went hillclimbing — 
well up the bridge actually — and left Meek in his 
usual lead. The two Burgess TVRs came next in 
the order Blower, Burgess, and Wykeham was 
next in a rather uninspiring race, apart from those 
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Piper's Sark and Geoff Friswell’s Hawke. They finished in this order. 


early laps. However, 1975 prod sports champion 
Chris Alford had a tremendous time, with his 
hands well full while taking his TVR 1600 to a 
narrow class victory over Chris Hampshire’s 
Morgan, even though the TVR was very unsorted 
and handling like a Pig. Dave Karaskas had the 
small class sewn up, although it wasn’t too well 
Supported. 

e first nine cars on the FF2000 grid were 
within 1.2s of each other, which shows things are 
improving. Fastest of all was David MacPherson, 
who shared his time of 1m 10.4s with Richard 
Piper in the Sark, but MacPherson’s fellow 
Dulon/Ken Hensley man Ian Taylor was just 0.2s 
down on the outside of the front row. Geoff 
Friswell and Kenny Gray in Frank Blanchard’s 
Elden were both on 1m 11s on the second row and 
Frank Bradley, Stuart Baird, Oscar Notz, Roger 
Orgee and Frank Sytner completed the nine. 
What of Tiff Needell and Bernard Vermilio? 
Needell’s steering rack broke coming through 
Coram during practice, and the resulting off 
meant a hurried rebuild, while Vermilio was 
sorting a brand new Merlyn, so both were well 
downonthe grid. . 

While Needell made a superb start in the 
Hawke, the front row took off as one. When they 
got to Riches, Kenny Gray was just turning 

ractionally into the lead when Ian Taylor was 
bumped into him, and they: both retired on the 
spot, highly disgusted. Thus MacPherson got 
himself into a narrow lead from Piper and Fris- 
well, then a little gap to Orgee and Needell and 
then another a) to the rest, headed by Len 
Brammer, With the ITT Dulon just maintaining 
its lead, the other four got themselves into a little 
procession; but even as they did so, Needell’s 
wing broke away from its mounting and, with up- 
lift rather than downthrust Needell started a drop 
down the field. 

The real interest was the second-place battle, 
which was led for the first seven laps by Piper, 
but then Friswell got by as Fipetis lightweight 
nose broke up and caused handling problems. So 
at half-distance, it was all down to whether 
Friswell could catch the flying MacPherson. 
Orgee was fourth behind Piper, and Baird led the 
rest from Frank Sytner. Friswell closed up once, 
but a backmarker dropped him back and he aoa 
the time catching back up to MacPherson; Friz 
then had a moment at Sear which dropped him 
right back to Piper on lap 18, and he’d lost second 
place, too. So MacPherson cruised home to an 8s 
‘win from Piper, who had Friswell right with him, 
but just held on. Baird and Orgee joined battle for 
‘the second half of the race, Baird getting in front 
once, but his race was finished on the last lap by a 
‘slight coming-together, and Orgee took fourth. 
‘Notz and Sytner had a similar dice, but both 
stayed on the road, Notz taking the honours and 
‘fifth place after Sytner had led for most of the 
race. 

The final event was the first round of the Mini 
1275 Challenge, and very smart the cars turned 
out to be. Paul Taft took his Motospeed version 
into an early lead and looked to have things well 
sewn up with a nice lead to the dicing second 
bunch when, on the very last lap, he fell foul of the 
Esses and retired. This left the couple in second 
place, Glyn Swift and Alan Curnow, with first and 
second places, and the latter finally won, although 


55 


SNETTERTON continued 


they’d mixed it regularly in true Mini style. The 
next four places were resolved in the order Roger 
Saunders, Malcolm Logente, Terry Harmer and 
Peter Jopp, although they’d had a spirited dice 
with Saunders usually ahead and Jopp usually 
behind, as his car was very production spec. 
Others had various teething troubles and, from 15 
starters, eight finished, but it looks promising. 


Sytner of Nottingham Clubmans Championships round (10 
laps): 1, Vernon Davies (Mallock-Holbay Mk 16), 11m 27.6s, 
100.37mph; 2, Nick Adams (Mallock-Morgan Mk 18), 11m 28.8s; 3, 
Chris GrevilleSmith (Phanton-Swindon P76), 11m ?)!(S; 4, Martin 
Mansell (Mallock-Abbott Mk 14), 11m 38.2s; 5, Stephen Russell 
(Mallock-Davron Mk 17B), 12m 22s; 6, Brian Green (Gryphon-Davron 
C74), 12m 31.8s. Fastest lap: Adams and Davies, 1m7.2s, 102.70mph. 

BRSCC Renault 5 Elf Challenge round (10 laps): 1, Stuart 
McCrudden, 17m 37.2s, 65.28mph; 2, Richard Loxton Hassell, 17m 
34.4s; 3, Charles Sawyer-Hoare, 17m 38s; 4, Barrie Williams, 17m 47.2s; 
5, Mick Hill, 17m 48.2s; 6, Marc Smith, 18, 11s. Fastest lap: Loxton 
Hassell, Sawyer-Hoare and McCrudden, 1m 43.4s, 66.74 mph. 

Euro-Burgess Southern League Production Sports Car Cham- 
—_ round, £3000 to £4500, £2000 to £3000 and up to £2000 (10 
laps) — overall and £3000 to £4500: 1, Chris Meek (1.6 Lotus Europa 
Special), 14m 13.8s, 80.83mph; 2, Colin Blower (3.0 TVR 3000M), 14m 
26.2s; 3, Rod Gretton (3.0 TVR 3000M), 14m 28.2s; 4, Bill Wykeham 
(8.5 Morgan Plus 8), 14m 48s. Fastest lap: Meek, 1m 22.6s, 83.55mph 
(record). £2000 to £3000: 1, Chris Alford (1.6 TVR 1600), 73.48mph; 2, 
Chris Hampshire (1.6 Morgan 4/4); 3, John Target (1.8 MGB). Fastest 
lap: David Beams (1.0 Ginetta G15), 1m 31s, 75.84mph. Up to £2000: 1, 
Dave Karaskas (1.3 MG Midget), 68.97mph; 2, Ken Davies (1.3 MG 
Midget); 3, David Richardson (1.5 Triumph MG Midget). Fastest lap: 
Karaskas, 1m 36.4s, 71.59mph. 

Allied Polymer Group FF2000 Championship round (20 laps): 1, 
David MacPherson (Dulon-Minister MP18), 23m 53s, 96.32mph; 2, 
Richard Piper (Sark-Rowland), 24m 1.2s; 3, Geoff Friswell (Hawke 
Scholar DL14), 24m 1.6s; 4, Roger Orgee (Elden-Close Mk 18), 24m 
13.2s; 5, Oscar Notz (Crossle-Riran 31F), 24m 17.7s; 6, Frank Sytner 
(Dulon-Nelson MP18), 24m 18.2s. Fastest lap: Friswell, 1m 10s, 
98.59mph. 

Leyland Cars Mini 1275 Challenge round (10 laps): 1, Alan 
Cumow, 15m 20.2s, 75mph; 2, Glyn Suift, 15m 21.2s; 3, Roger 
Saunders, 15m 44.6s; 4 Malcolm Leggate, 15m 45.2s; 5, Terry Harmer, 
15m 46.8s; 6, Peter Jopp, 15m 50.8s. Fastest lap: Curnow, 1m 29.8s, 
76.85mph (establishes record). 


STARS OF TOMORROW 


The second round of the BRSCC Dunlop Star of 
Tomorrow series took place on Saturday, punctu- 
ating the 5000 practice. This excellent idea, a 
season-long championship for novice Formula 
Fordsters, was again well supported. Two heats 
were necessary to determine starters for the 26- 
car final, in which the competitors showed them- 
selves to be a wild bunch with a good sprinkling of 
talent. 

David Lang seemed set to carry on as he 
finished the pee weekend — winning. He 
quickly established a commanding lead from pole 

osition, having practised almost 2s faster than 

is heat rivals, but on the third lap the rear sus- 
pension broke on the Winfield Tiga and David 
pulled off. James Weaver inherited the lead, 
taking his Hawke well clear by the close. Second 
spot was decided at the Esses on the last lap when 
Andy Harben (Jamun) tangled with a_back- 
marker, letting through Tom Wood (Hawke 
DL11) and John Harlow (Elden Mk8B). Gainin, 
experience is what it’s all about, but the secon 
and third rows collided, going everywhere; two 
retired on the spot but Michael Needell, who was 
in the thick of it but not to blame, luckily con- 
tinued, last. Front row men Alex Hawkridge and 
Sean Walker (Royale RP21s) were safely ahead, 
Walker holding the initial advantage until Hawk- 
ridge got through and pulled away on lap 2. Steve 
Dunlop (Jamun T5) was on his own all the way for 
third, with Hawkridge’s team-mate Bob Toleman 
battling up to fourth by the flag. 

The final was hard-fought and incident-packed. 
Hawkridge was in control until half-distance, but 
dropped to third after a moment in the Esses, 
fin y retiring after a wild spin out at Russell. 
Wood was in the right place at the right time but 
unfortunately in the wrong gear, selection bothers 
halting him, and it was Weaver who again 
assumed the lead, once more making no mistake 
on the way to victory. Stephen Greenwood (Van 
Diemen RF74) was a sensational second after 
starting from the very back of the grid. Oil which 
had leaked onto the rear brakes during his heat 
was still causing problems, but he passed the 
consistent Walker on the last lap. Harlow, 
another with brake problems, was fourth with 
Needell, having straightened younger brother 
Tiff’s last year’s Crossle between the heat and 


final, fifth. 
ANDY LEEDER 


Formula Ford 1600, Heat 1 (10 laps): 1, James Weaver (Hawke- 
Holbay DL12), 13m 12.0s, 87.14mph; 2, Tom Wood (Hawke Scholar 
DL11) 13m 17.8s; 3, John Harlow (Elden Scholar Mk 8B), 13m 18.6s. 
Fastest lap: Wood, 1m 17.4s, 89.16mph. 

Formula Ford 1600, Heat 2 (10 laps): 1, Alex Hawkridge (Royale- 
Minister RP21), 13m 13.0s, 87.03mph; 2, Sean Walker (Royale-IWR 
RP21), 13m 20.6s; 3, Steve Dunlop (Jamun Ford T5), 13m 39.4s. 
Fastest lap: Hawkridge, 1m 17.2s, 89.39mph. 

Formula Ford 1600 Final (15 laps): 1, Weaver, 19m 41.6s, 87.61mph; 
2, Stephen Greenwood (Van Diemen-Minister RF74), 19m 55.8s; 3, 
Walker, 19m 55.8s; 4, John Harlow (Elden-Scholar Mk8B), 20m 00.0s; 
5, Michael Needell (Crossie-Scholar 25F), 20m 24.8s; 6, Mike Taylor 
(Image-Minister 2B), 20m 31.2s. Fastest lap: 1m 16.4s, 90.33mph. 
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LYDDEN HILL 


Stalwarts are faithful 


As far as Lydden Hill is concerned, the winter 
might never have happened. The entry at the 
West Essex CC meeting last Sunday contained 
many of last year’s regular combinations. Spring 
conditions, though, brought out a reasonable 
crowd to witness a varied standard of entertain- 
ment. 

The nadir of the day came with the Formula 4 
cars. There were only five to start with, led by the 
Horseless Carriage team of Dave Griffiths (GRD 
872) and Bill Cowling (Ensign LNF4). Griffiths 
jumped the start, while Cowling could not het into 
gear and left last. Griffiths pulled away at any- 
thing up to 4s a lap, which more than compen- 
sated for his 10-second penalty, while Cowling 
shot through the field to second place, only to lose 
a low tension lead. The rest were blown off and 
strung out. 

In the first round of a new championship in- 
tended for the Lydden Formula Ford regulars, 
sponscred by Hastings glassfibre specialists 

archant and Cox, a fine battle developed early 
on featuring Tony Halliwell’s Merlyn Mk11A, 
Kees Van De Grint’s Palliser WDF2 and Wil Arif, 
who was testing a brand new Piper motor in his 
Crossle 25F. The Dutchman led initially but on 
lap 2 Halliwell swooped past into Devil’s Elbow 
and two laps later Arif did the same. Halliwell, 
meanwhile, had pulled a few seconds away, 
driving in a most sideways manner. Arif, who was 
quicker through the corners, started to reel him 
in, while Van De Grint spun on oil at Paddock and 
dripped right back. On the last lap, Halliwell and 
Arif were nose-to-tail, but Halliwell had better 
acceleration and crossed the line just ahead. 

The 750 Formula race featured a titanic scrap 
between Chris Elmes (Maggot Mk3C) and 
Richard as pened (Jerril 3B), the pair locked 
together well ahead of the rest. Elmes led for the 
first half before Stephens took the lead into 
Devil’s and immediately pulled out a safe gap. 
Elmes maintained station until the very last lap 
when he stopped in a cloud of smoke halfway up 
Hairy Hill. “I’ve never seen so much oil come out 
of a rocker cover gasket”, he exclaimed. Phil 
Stone (PC2 Mk4) inherited second place, the only 
man not lapped. 

The first Formule Libre race proved no problem 
for the favourite, Philip Guerola, whose Brabham 
BT30 led all the way ahead of a crowd from the F4 
and FF races. Dave Griffith’s GRD maintained 
second place throughout, while the scrap of the 
race was for third spot, for which Tony Halliwell 
eventually just beat Wil Arif again, the pair 
closely followed by Nick Crossley who had taken 
over the Horseless Carriage Ensign. 

The special saloon event was almost an all-Mini 
affair and saw another battle for the lead, this 
time between Derek Foy’s 1293 Mini and Graham 
Brewis’s smaller example. Foy led for the first 


three laps before Brewis took him entering the 
Dover straight. Foy remained in close contention 
until the last lap, when he made a mess of 
Paddock bend, shot onto the infield and passed 
the line the wrong side of the marshals’ post. 
Behind, a fierce dice between Bob Kirk, Mike 
Scott and 850 class winner Gerry Glass finished 
in that order. 

Of the seven Vees, only three were competitive, 
but they put on a first-class show. Tim Flynn 
(Scarab) led for the first few laps before being 
taken by Ray Simpson’s JSR, the pair closely 
shadowed by Nicholas Wadham’s Scarab, the 
Royale-bodied car used by Ian Flux last year. 
However, a main jet came off the JSR and, down 
on power, there was nothing Simpson could do as 
Flynn regained the lead at Paddock on lap 8, anda 
ee later Wadham also overtook him’ at the same 
place. 

An invitation race for some of the fastest com- 
peritors looked like being a repeat of the first 

ibre race, but Guerola stalled on the line and had 
to set off after the rest, led by Dave Griffiths. He 
carved his way through and by the second lap he 
was in second place. Griffiths stayed at the front 
until about half-distance, when the Brabham’s 
FVC power told and it was away into the distance. 
Ray Simpson, now at the wheel of an Eton 
SuperVee, pulled through the field to finish a fine 
third ahead of Tony Halliwell. 


IAN WAGSTAFF 


Formula 4 (10 laps): 1, Dave Griffiths (GRD 372), 8m 18.8s, penalty, 
73.65mph; 2, Patrick Capon (March 703), 8m 27.0s; 3, Derek Rose 
(Lotus 59/, 8m 30.4s; 4, Keith Hatton (Merlyn Mk9), 9 laps; no other 
finishers. Fastest lap: griffiths, 46.2s, 77.92mph. 

Formula Ford (10 laps): 1, Tony Halliwell (Meryn-Minister Mk11A), 
8m 0.4s, 74.94mph; 2, Wil Arif (Crossle-Piper 25F), 8m 1.0s; 3, Paul 
Sleeman (Meryn-ASD Mk11A), 8m 10.4s; 4£ John Narcisi (Rostron- 
Ford), 8m 10.6s; 5, Tony Howard (Crossle-Minister 25F), 8m 19.8s; 6, 
Cliff Davies (Elden-Ford), 8m 25.2s. Fastest lap: Halliwell, 47.0s, 
76.60mph. 

Formula 750 (10 laps): Richard Stephens (Jerri! 3B), 8m 52.2s, 
67.64mph; 2, Phil Stone (PC2 Mk4), 9m 27.2s; 3, Robert McHardy 
(Jeffrey Mk37, 9 laps; 4, Barry Miller (Jaybird Special), 9 laps; 5, 
Michael Standring (Jeffrey MTS), 9 laps; no other finishers. Fastest 
lap: Stephens, 51.6s, 69.77mph. 

Formule Libre (10 laps): 1, Philip Guerola (1.8 Brabham-Viking FVC 
BT30), 7m 48.0s, 76.92mph; 2, Griffiths, 7m 57.8s; 3, Halliwell, 8m 1.0s; 
4, Arif, 8m 1.0s; 5, Nick Crossley (1.0 Ensign LNF4), 8m 1.2s; 6, 
Sleeman, 8m 16.4s. Fastest lap: Guerola, 45.2s, 79.65mph. 

Special saloons over 1000cc, 851-1000cc and up to 850ce (10 
laps) — overall: 1, Graham Brewis (1.0 Mini), 8m 31.2s, 70.42mph; 2, 
Derek Foy (1.3 Mini), 8m 34.6s; 3, Bob Kirk (1.3 Mini), 8m 44.8s; 4, Mike 
Scott (1.0 Ford Anglia), 8m 45.4s. Up to 850cc: 1, Gerry Glass (850 
Mini), 8m 46.0s, 68.44mph; 2, Alan Cordery (850 Mini), 9 laps; no other 
finishers. Fastest lap: Glass, 51.2s, 70.31mph. 851-1000ce: 1, Brewis; 
2, Scott; 3, Barrie Willis (1.0 Mini), 9m 4.6s. Fastest lap: Brewis, 50.0s, 


:72.00mph. Over 1000ce: 1, Foy, 69.96mph; 2, Kirk; 3, Steve Pattinson 


(1.3 Mini), 9laps. Fastest lap: Foy, 49.8s, 72.29mph. 

Formula Vee (10 laps): 1, Tim Flynn (Scarab), 8m 17.4s; 72.38mph; 
2, Nicholas Wadham (Scarab), 8m 18.4s; 3, Ray Simpson (JSR), 8m 
21.0s; 4, Edward Jones (Altha), 8m 52.2s; 5, Stephen Marks (Express7, 
9 laps; 6, Brendan Lynch (Landar), 9 laps. Fastest lap: Wadham, 48.4s, 
74.38mph. 

The North Thames Refrigeration Ltd Invitation Race (10 laps): 
1, Guerola, 7m 38.6s, 78.50mph; 2, Griffiths, 7m 45.0s; 3, Ray Simpson 
(1.6 Eaton SuperVee), 7m 50.6s; 4, Halliwell, 7m 56.2s, 5, Bill Cowling 
(1.0 Ensign LNF4), 8m 3.2s; 6, Sleeman, 8m 7.0s. Fastest lap: Guerola, 
44.0s, 81.82mph. 


Formula Vee winner Tim Flynn (Scarab) leads Ray Simpson (JSR) and Nicholas Wadham (Scarab) 
through Pits Bend. 
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SILVERSTONE 


Warwick tows 30 FFs 


The BARC HQ had one of their trips “abroad” 
last Sunday to Silverstone, where they put on an 
afternoon of seven races in sunny but blustery 
conditions. The best races of the day were the 
DJM FF qualifymg round and the BARC 
Modified Sports Car round. In the former the 
whole grid of 30 tried to lead and, after much five- 
abreast motoring and bodywork-bashing, Derek 
Warwick (Hawke) seized victory from the 
similarly mounted Bernard Devaney and Trevor 
van Rooyen (Royale). The mod Tt thrash was 
won by John Cooper’s Porsche 911, but the race 
was highlighted by the amount of dicing all 
through the field. John Homewood’s Imp and 
Tony Sugden’s Escort won the Forward Trust 
Special Saloon races, Rod Birley’s Capri the 
Britax Production Saloon round, and John 
Morrison’s new Lola-Daghorn T326 scored an 
easy victory in the SuperVee Championship 
round. 

The up to 1000cc Forward Trust cars were out 
first and Jeff Ward’s twitchy Epic Imp seemed to 
have the race sewn up until fs 6, when his clutch 
release bearing broke up. This let Ginger 
Marshall’s Mini Countryman into the lead for a 
couple of laps until John Homewood caught up 
from a lowly grid position in his Imp to nip past, 
using his superior straight-line speed, and win. 
Early on the Imps of Andy Holloway, Basil 
Dagge and Brian Prebble had a good battle until 
Pre Sble had a puncture and Holloway eased up to 
nurse his engine home, leaving Dagge third from 
Holloway and Nick Birch (imp). Next up was 850 
class winner David Enderby (Mini), who managed 
to beat Roger Gill’s Imp by 1.2s. Mike Kirby and 
Alan Woo 
Day’s two-cylinder BDA Mini rolled at Maggott’s 
on he 2; all cars were damaged, Day’s severely, 
but no driver was seriously hurt. 

The BARC mod sports cars filled the grid for 
the next race and, predictably, poleman John 
Cooper (Porsche 911) rocketed away to an 
unchallenged win. John Bury (ex-John Evans 


Elan) was never far behind in second (finding time 


&- 


(Imps) collided at the start and Peter . 


for a quick spin at Becketts on the way) ahead of 
the battling Robin Gray (Lawrencetune Morgan 
Plus 8) and Richard Scantlebury (Ziebert E-type). 
Scantlebury could lead on the straight but Gray 
always came back to outbrake him and took third 
at the end. Jon Fletcher’s off-song Elan was next 
from Ed Stephen’s TVR Tuscan, which spun at 
Copse on lap 1 and recovered well. Gordon 
Howie’s 1.4 MG Midget led the 1500 class all the 
way but was almost caught on the line by Keith 
Ashby (Park Warren Vending 1.3 Midget), who 
made a bad start but caught up well and set anew 
class lap record. Ian Hall (still running a 1158 
engine in the Mini Jem) was a close third, while 
small class winner Simon Packford (Davrian) was 
rather overshadowed for once. 

Keeping a lap chart for the DJM Records FF 
race was extremely difficult; after one lap the 30 
cars were packed together between the start line 
and the Motor bridge, which gives some idea of 
the closeness. The leaders literally came into 
Woodcote five-abreast almost every lap. 
Inevitably some collisions ensued and some fell 
by the wayside — David Kennedy lost his nose on 
lap 2 after leading and a number of others had 
spins. At the front Derek Warwick, Bernard 
Devaney (Hawke-Scholar DL15s) and Trevor van 
Rooyen (Royale-Minister RP21) did most of the 
leading, van Rooyen seeming especially good at 
Becketts. Jim Walsh (Royale-Scholar RP21) was 
up with them until a bash knocked off his nose 
and heralded his retirement. South African van 


_ Rooyen looked poised to head the field on the 


penultimate lap until his nose too became 
deranged, letting Devaney lead Warwick. 
Warwick pulled off-a demon _outbraking 
manoeuvre on the last lap at Woodcote to win 
from Devaney, van Rooyen and the second bunch 
of Chris Skellern (Crossle 30F), Derek Daly (Van 
Diemen RF75), John Bright (Royale RP21) and 
ear Bullman (Crossle 30F). Warwick won the 
Allied Polymer Award for suriving unscathed! 

By comparison with the FF scramble, the 16 
runners in the Brit, roduction saloons race 


anette ence enanaeaeeineaeies 


John Cooper’s Porsche 911 won the mod sports race comfortably from John Bury’s Elan (above). 
Typically close racing was provided by the Formula Ford legions (below). 
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seemed very tame. The field soon got strung out 
and Rod Birley (Hometune Capri) was a deservin 
winner, holding Derrick Brunt’s Manitov BM 
at a safe distance throughout with Brian Pepper’s 
Opel Commodore GSE a lonely third. The 
battling Mazda RX8s of John Brindley and Eric 
Cook provided the best entertainment of the race, 
taking a long time to scramble past Tony 
Lanfranchi’s Commodore and then crossing the 
line side-by-side, Brindley getting the verdict al- 
though the timekeepers could not separate them. 
Jeff Allam’s Vauxhall ay ne had another easy 
class win, while Rodney Posner’s Simca Rallye 
won the small class by miles. 

John Morrison (Votex Lola-Daghorn 1T326) 
dominated the SuperVee race, ae start 
to finish with apparent ease. Peter White gave 
chase in the Mike Izzard Hopele EOaige RP18 
and was a lonely second. The Eldens of Mark 
Litchfield and Bruce Venn had a good scrap for 
third, but Venn got by with a couple of laps left 
and then pulled away slightly. Tim Keen (Modus 
M2) won a race-long duel with Stephen South 
(Sspercove SSV75) for fifth. To make up the field 
an F4 class was included, two of which started, 
the better being Alex Lowe’s Chevron B20. 

The large Forward Trust Special Saloon race 
was headed by Tony Dickinson’s Hart-engined 
Escort early on with Tony Sugden’s similar, but 
Cosworth powered, car a close second. Places 
changed a few times before Dickinson locked up 
and went straight on at Becketts on lap 6. This 
left Sugden to score his fifth win from five starts 
this year. Dickinson recovered to finish second, 
clear of Peter Baldwin’s Mini-Ford, and the 
duelling John Morgan (Jaguar 3.8) and Phil 
Winter (Longman Mini). 

Closing the day was an FF race for the non- 
qualifiers of the DJM round. The race was marred 
when on lap 2 Jo Kelly (Royale RP21) spun at 
Woodcote from fourth place, and then further 
down the field Guy Legge (Royale RP21) and Ian 
Norton (Merlyn Mk24) collided and spun in the 
same spot. Legge’s car caught fire, but prompt 
marshal action saw the blaze extinguished and all 
three drivers out of their cars unhurt. The race 
continued under yellow flags, which helped David 
Toye (Royale RP21) hold his race-long lead over 
Terry Fisher’s Van Diemen RF74/75, which came 
through the field like a dose of salts from a 4 
grid placing. Janet McPherson (Crossle 30F) 
muscled her way to the head of a bunch for third, 
ahead of Murray Dudgeon (Royale RP21) and 
Mike Morland (Elden Mk 10C). 


PETER RICHINGS 


Forward Trust Special Saloon championship round. (10 laps) 
overall and 851-1000ce: 1, John Homewood (1.0 Hillman Imp), 11m 
28.6s, 84.07mph; 2, Ginger Marshall (1.0 Mini Countryman), 11m 29.6s; 
3, Basil Dagge (1.0 Hillman Imp), 11m 43.4s; 4, Andy Holloway (1.0 
Hillman Imp), 11m 57.8s, Fastest lap: Homewood and Jeff Ward (1.0 
Hillman Imp), 1m 6.8s, 86.66mph. Up To 850ce: 1, David Enderby 
(Mini), 78.9mph; 2, Roger Gill (Hiliman Imp); 3, Neil Dineen (Mini). 
Fastest lap: Gill, 1m 10.8s, 81.76mph. 

BARC Modified Sports Car championship round (10 laps) 
overall: 1, John Cooper (3.0 Porsche 911), 10m 50.0s, 88.92mph; 2, 
John Bury (1.8 Lotus Elan), 10m 59.0s; 3, Robin Gray (3.5 Morgan Plus 
8), 11m 3.2s; 4, Richard Scantiebury (4.4 Jaguar E), 11m £.0s. Over 
2000cc: 1, Cooper; 2. Gray; 3, Scantiebury. Fastest lap: Cooper, 1m 
4.2s, 90.17mph. 1501-2000cc: 1, Bury, 87.84mph; 2, Jon Fletcher (1.6 
Lotus Elan); 3, Dave Tomlinson (1.6 Elva Courier). Fastest lap: Bury, 
1m _50.0s, 89.06mph. 1151-1500cc: 1, Gordon Howie (1.4 MG Midget), 
83.73mph; 2, Keith Ashby (1.3 MG Midget); 3, lan Hal (1.2 Mini Jem). 
Fastest lap: Ashby, 1m 7.0s, 84.60mph (record). Up To 1150cc: 1, 
Simon Packford (1.1 Davrian), 81.33mph; 2, Steven Robert (1.1 Mini 
Marcos); 3, Pat Longhurst (1.1 Davrian), Fastest lap: Longhurst, 1m 
7.0s, 86.40mph. 

DJM Formula Ford championship round (12 laps): 1, Derek 
Warwick (Hawke-Scholar DL15), 13m 10.0s, 87.93mph; 2, Bernard 
Devaney (Hawke-Scholar DL15), 13m 10.4s; 3, Trevor van Rooyen 
(Royale-Minister RP21), 13m 10.8s; 4, Chris Skellern (Crossle-Scholar 
30F), 13m 12.4s; 5, Derek Daly (Van Diemen-Minister RF76), 13m 12.88; 
6, John Bright (Royale-Minister RP21), 13m 13.6s. Fastest lap: David 
Kennedy (Crossle-Minister 30F), 1m3.8s, 90.73mph. 

Britax Production Saloon Car championship round (10 laps) 
overall: 1, Rod Birley (3.0 Ford Capri), 12m 31.0s, 77.08mph; 2, Derek 
Brunt (3.0 BMW Si), 12m 31.8s; 3, Brian Pepper (2.8 Opel Commodore 
GSE), 12m 38.6s; 4. John Brindley (2.3 Mazda RX3), 12m 50.6s. Over 
£2400: 1, Birley; 2, Brunt; 3, Pepper. Fastest lap: Birley, 1m 14.0s, 
78.23mph (record). £2001-£2400: 1, Jeff Allam (2.3 Vauxhall Magnum), 
73.00mph; 2, Martin Williams (1.6 Toyota Celica). No other starters. 
Fastest lap: Allam, 1m 18.0s, 74.22mph. £1601-£2000: 1, Brindley, 
75.12mph; 2, Eric Cook (2.3 Mazda RX3); 3, David Taylor (1.6 Ford 
Escort Mexico). Fastest lap: Cook, 1m 14.8s, 77.39mph (record). Up 
to £1600: 1, Rodney Posner (1.3 Simca Rallye), 68.61mph; 2, Geoff 
Wooldridge (1.2 Lada 1200); 3, Neil Hepbim (1.3 Ford Popular). Fastest 
lap: Posner, 1m 22.8s, 69.91 mph (record). 

Formula SuperVee Championship round and Formula 4 (12 
laps) — overall and SuperVee: 1, John Morison (Lola-Daghom 
7326), 12m 4.0s, 95.95mph; 2, Peter White (Royale-Heidegger RP18), 
12m 10.6s; 3, Bruce Venn (Elden-Daghom), 12m 15.0s; 4, Mark 
Litchfield (Elden-Rolt), 12m 16.0s. Fastest lap: Morrison, 59.2s, 
97.79mph. Formula 4: 1, Alex Lowe (1.0 Chevron B20), 91 -74mph; 2, 
Mike Wilder (1.0 Chevron B9/15); no other starters. Fastest lap: Lowe, 
1m 1.2s, 94.59mph. 

Forward Trust Special Saloon championship round (10 laps) — 
overall: 1, Tony Sugden (1.8 Ford Escort), 10m 47.0s, 89.47mph; 2 
Tony Dickinson (2.0 Ford Escort), 10m 59.2s); 3, Peter Baldwin (1.3 
Mini-BDA), 11m 8.8s; 4, John Morgan (3.8 Jaguar). Over 1300cc: 1, 
Sugden; 2, Dickinson; 3, Morgan. Fastest lap: Dickinson, 1m 2.2s, 
93.07mph. 1001-1300cec: 1, Baldwin, 86.56mph; 2, Phil Winter (1.3 
Mini); 3, Dave Hancock (Mini). Fastest lap: Baldwin, 1m 5.0s, 
89.06mph. 

Formula Ford consolidation (8 laps): 1, David Toye (Royale- 
Minister RP21), 9m 7.4s, 84.60mph; 2, Terry Fisher (Van Diemen 
RF74/75), 9m 7.6s; 3, Janet McPherson (Crossle-Minister 30F), 9m 
9.8s; 4, Murray Dudgeon (Royale RP21), 9m 11.2s; 5, Mike Morland 
(Elden-Minister Mk 10C), 9m 11.6s; 6, Stuart Veitch (Royale RP21), 9m 
orn, routes lap: Micki Dee (Van Diemen-Rowland RF74), 1m 6.4s, 

-18mph. 
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BANK OF SCOTLAND RALLY 


Long overdue 
victory for 
lan Wilson 


Dunfermline Car Club’s Bank of Scotland Rally, 
more familiarly the Valentine Rally, resulted in a 
win for Tan Wilson/Charlie Young in the Opel 
Kadett entered under the banner of “DOT Rally- 
ing with Lows for Opel”. Second place, both in the 
rally and in the race for the longest entrant’s title, 
came Jim MacRae/David Brown in the “SMT 
Rallying with DTV/Castrol” Group 1 Magnum. 

The first Ford finisher was the ex-works Escort 
of Murray Grierson/Roger Anderson, just one 
second behind MacRae. No-one seemed able to 
remember the last time a Scot won a Scottish 
Championship rally in something other than a 
Ford; but there was general agreement that there 
must have been someone since Andrew Cowan in 
a Sunbeam Rapier in 1963, or the heady days of 
Tommy Paton’s Mini in the mid-1960s. 


ENTRY 


Starting from Stirling, the route headed west via 
the normal two stages in the Carron Valley, two 
stages at Drymen and then four stages in the Ard 
and Achray before lunch at the well-used Rob Roy 
Motel, Aberfoyle. A longish run back to the Fife 
stages included a return visit to Carron, followed 
by Devilla, Knockhill, Blairadam and Pitmedden. 
All good familiar stuff to the Scots, but whether 
the event’s national status was justifiable is open 
to the same questions as those posed about the 
Mintex. ; 

The entry was headed by Charles and Alec 
Samson in their normal Escort; a replacement Mk 
2 is expected from David Sutton’s company by 
the Welsh. At two, Donald Heggie and George 
Dean were making their debut in the English of 
Bournemouth sponsored RS 1800, the car having 
been run for the first time the previous evening. 

Bill Taylor/lan McIver and Drew Gallacher/Ian 
Muir followed in their privately entered Escorts, 
both of these drivers deserving cases for sponsor- 
ship; while at five Jim MacRae/David Brown 
drove the SMT (etc) Magnum. Murray 
Grierson/Roger Anderson are 
recovering their confidence after the big roll on 
the Snowman and they occupied the sixth 
starting point, followed by the Low’s Opel of Ian 
Wilson/Charlie Young. Ian has been quietly 
developing the Kadett and threatening to put it 
all together on several recent rallies. 

Ian Mile’s self-built Escort RS 1800 was at 
eight, with Arthur Jasper at nine, and Alastair 
Findlay in the Eastford Motors Escort at 10. 
Further down the list Eric Howden had 2-litre 
power in his Escort and the determined Alan 
Arneil was poorly seeded at 17. Even further 
down the list Andrew Smith had brought the 
glassfibre ‘‘Argyll” sports car, complete with no 
side windows, turbo Rover V8 power, Hewland 
gearbox and after one stage, no ground clearance! 
Nevertheless the beast is now going and should 
prove hugely spectacular when sorted. 


RALLY 


The first stage at Kirk o’ Muir has probably never 
been regraded since the road was laid, and 
erhaps it might be a worthwhile pursuit for the 
RAC to introduce a variable scale of charges for 
forests which receive different treatment from the 
Commission. Not only do competitors pay the 
same for the smooth wide roads of Pitmedden as 
they do for Kirk o’Muir and the equally bad 
Carron, they also wreck their cars on the latter. 
Charles Samson showed least respect to record 
8m 49s on this opener from Jim MacRae who is 
always switched on from the very start (3m 50s), 
while Donald Heggie and Ian Wilson tied on 3m 
5is. The new Heggie machine was provin 
extremely tail-happy but Donald was not destine 
to get much practice, for on the second stage the 
throttle jammed on the floor, giving the engine a 
massive ‘‘whizz”. The tell-tale hit the stop at 
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Group 1 performance. 


11,000rpm, but no instant damage resulted. 
Prudence and a gentle sag in the oil pressure 
dictated another retirement. , 

Carron lost Charles Samson the chance of 
victory when he punctured a tyre and the wheel 
began revolving inside it, losing him three 
minutes. Alan Arneil then had the coil-lead break, 
which cost him over a minute. Ian Wilson was 
fastest here from Taylor, Gallacher and MacRae. 

The short stage at Craigievern was shared by 
Gallacher and Samson, but at the now relatively 
smooth Garadbhan, Drew was impresstyely clear 
of the field, 6s ahead of Murray Grierson. Mean- 
while, Arthur Jasper and Ian Milne joined the 
retirement list with sheared wheel studs and 
broken turret respectively. 

Three stages in Loch Ard, from Drymen Road 
Cottage over to the north-west corner of the 
forest followed, and Ian Wilson, Drew Gallacher 


and Charles Samson shared the honours. Two of. 


Ian Wilson, who has been knocking on the door 
for the past couple of seasons, put it all together 
for a well deserved win last weekend. 
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After his recent Mintex excursion, Jim MacRae once again was back in the groove for an outstanding 
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the Fords hit rocks in Achray, the worse affected 
being Drew Gallacher who broke the roll-bar away 
from the track control arm, a breakage which cost 
him 4m; while Bill Taylor did much the same, but 
on a different boulder. 

At lunch, as a result of these various dramas, 
Ian Wilson was in a clear lead on 36m 56s, 
followed by Jim MacRae on 37m 33s and Murray 
Grierson on 37m 36s. No-one else was in serious 
contention. 

The afternoon stages were free from any major 
dramas and Ian Wilson motored sensibly to keep 
a comfortable cushion of a lead. Behind him, how- 
ever, Murray Grierson and Jimmy MacRae were 
having a great tussle, Murray’s lack of racers at 
Knockhill costing him eight precious seconds 
which he promptly rescued at Blairadam. 

Finally, on the last stage, with epee! 2s 
ahead, Jim put in a tremendous effort to win back 
3s and slide into second place; another 
tremendous drive from the Group 1 find of the 
year. 

The afternoon, however, belonged almost 
exclusively to Charles Samson, who appeared 
both visually and factually in a higher league. He 
was 9s clear of the field at Devilla, the only man to 
clean Knockhill, 18s ahead at Blairadam, 1s at the 
miler in Thornton Wood, 5s in the two miles of the 
Clink (alt hough he would be the first to admit that 
he has walked out of that one before!), and denied 
a clean sweep of the last stages by a puncture at 
Pitmedden, where Gallacher was fastest. 

Despite the morning’s troubles, the Samsons 
fought back to forth, Alan Arneil to fifth and 
Drew Gallacher to eighth. But there could be no 
denying that Ian Wilson had arrived with an 
excellent, consistent drive which should boost his 
confidence for the rest of the season. 

In the Scottish Championship, Jim MacRae 
goes into the lead from Andrew Cowan (currently 
power ising for the Safari) and Murray Grierson. 

orth mentioning was the use of internal timing 
on some of the rally’s stages. The enthusiastic 
Scottish Motorsport Marshals Club, under the 
guidance of David Swinton, were’ largely 
responsible, and on the stages concerned there 
were-no sare ¢ problems reported. The concept is 
so simple, and one hopes that its general applica- 
tion soon be widespread. 


GEORGE DEAN 


Bank of Scotland Rally 

1, |. Wilson/C. Young (Opel Kadett), 67.36; 2, J. MacRae/D. Brown 
(Vauxhall Magnum), 68.13; 3, M. Grierson/R. Anderson (Escort), 68.14; 
4, C. Samson/A. Samson (Escort), 69.11; 5, A. Ameil/P. Mason 
(Escort), 69.24; 6, E. Howden/I. Marwick (Escort), 69.41; 7, D. 
Buckley/W. Duguid (Escort), 71.02; 8, D. Gallacher/I. Muir (Escort), 
71.07; 9, J. Fergusson1J. Harkiss (Escort), 72.07; 10, T. Clark/S. Henry 
(Escort), 72.18. 
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Active Saloon Register 


The Special Saloon Register 
suddenly emerged from eing 
rumour to actual fact at Silverstone 
last Sunday when representatives 
circulated their March bulletin, and 
the world of special saloons found 
out that someone was actuall 

looking after them. The whole idea is 
that of Pole Position man David 
Canacott, who was present at Silver- 
stone to talk to drivers. Canacott 
has considerable experience of 
special saloons, more recently as the 
entrant of David Enderby’s 850 
Mini, and it is he who has done all 
the groundwork. 

During the past three months, 
Canacott has been very busy setting 
up his new organisation, seein, 
organising bodies from the RA 
downwards, and generally getting 
his interests known. He makes no 
secret of the fact that he has 
modelled his association along the 


lines of Peter Evans’s Clubmans- 


Register. In this way, he’s got to all 
the most important people first, and 
now intends to tell competitors what 
his Register can do for people. The 
RAC have shown much interest and 
trust in his work, and his first move 
in the Bulletin is to publish propoces, 
regulations for 1977 which he hopes 
competitors will discuss with him. 
The structure of the Register 
includes a secretary (Canacott), a 
president (Noel Edmunds), chairman 
(Mike Kirby) and four committee 
members, one for each class. These 
are Nick Whiting (2000cc), Graham 
Goode (1300cc), Jeff Ward (1000cc) 


Johnson steady 


Thanks to a smooth performance in 
both halves and despite being only 
second quickest on the four 
selectives, the Thames Valley crew 
of Pete Johnson and Geoff Richards 
were deserving victors of the Deer- 
stalker Rally, run by Tylers Green 
MC last weekend. 

On a 180-mile route in Oxfordshire 
and the Cotswolds, they won the 
plot-and-bash event in a Cooper S on 
20m 42s to beat a field of 90 crews. 
By half time Johnson and Richards 
had moved into a lead which they 
consolidated in the second half. 
Second crew Mike Lindford/Andy 
Thornburn (RS2000) collected 
fastest on the four selectives by 18s, 
but they made an error or two on the 
road and paid the penalty. 

The plot-and-bash format, issuing 
navigators with next control refer- 
ences one by one, put a premium on 
quick and accurate navigation which 
caused amusement and embarrass- 
ment. 

Third, after dropping more time 
than they wanted in the second half, 
were Geoff Biggs/Peter Platt in 
a Firenza, with Roland 
Shepherd/Mike Wise some 8m down 
on the winners in their RS2000. The 
event counted towards the ACSMC 
and Autoclub 159 Championships. 

1, P. Johnson/G, Richards (Mini-Cooper S), 20m 
42s; 2, M. Lindford/A. Thornburn (Ford Escort 
RS2000), 23m 24s; 3, G. Biggs/P. Platt (Vauxhall 
Firenza), 27m 29s; 4, R. Shepherd/M. Wise (Ford 
Escort RS2000), 28m 44s; 5, R. Empson/N. Evans 
(Ford Escort Mexico), 28m 13s; 6, M. Budgen/C. 
White (Opel Ascona), 30m 26s. Semi-experts: P. 
Rose/C. Lewis (Ford Escort), 32m 27s. Novices: S. 
Walker/M. Headland (Ford Escort Mexico), 41m 33s. 
@ The reason why John Brindley’s 
appeal was thrown out at Mallory 

ark ten days ago is, according to 
the RAC, because he put in his 
appeal too late. It appears that there 
was too great a delay between the 
results being published and then 
becoming final, and Brindley filing 
his appeal. 
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and David Enderby (850cc). It is 
intended that each of these will iron 
out problems, or relay them at 
general committee meetings, and 
thus the association will do its own 
administering without having to 
always call in the RAC or other 
organising bodies. 

Actual membership of the Associa- 
tion costs £5, for which one has the 
use of the Register to air one’s views, 
while also being involved with the 
many elaborate promotions which 
Canacott sees happening in the 
future. 

The Register is also running its 
series of races as _ outlined 
previously. There are 13 races, all 
taking place on days when there are 
major championship meetings at 
other circuits. Points will be awarded 
on the basis of 6-4-2 with a point for 
each finisher. Each point will be 
exchanged for a ticket for a raffle at 
the Register’s annual dinner and 
varying prizes, including a set of 
Revolution wheels, a pair of Cibie 
lamps, £25 vouchers, an FIA front 
roll-cage and so on, will be raffled 
with one prize only per driver. 
Furthermore, the Register will 
present trophies for first in each 
class, best presented and maintained 
car in 1976, and the most promising 
newcomer of 1976, plus a bum award 
for whoever makes a real fool of 
himself or has more accidents than 
anyone else. Details of the Register 
can be obtained from Canacott at 
0702 354773 during the day or 01- 
550 9128 (evenings). 


Busy Phil 


“I’m Dowsett, fly me”, are the 
instructions being given to the 
Wycombe Air Centre at Booker in 
Buckinghamshire this weekend. Yes, 
folks, it’s airlift time for club drivers 
again, for having won the first three 
rounds of the Radio One Saloon Car 
Championship, Phil Dowsett is 
naturally eager to win the fourth. 
But at the same time, he’s been 
spending the winter race-preparing 

e ex-Steve Choularton Chevron 
B29 for Indylantic, and he’s natur- 
ally eager to go to Brands for their 
first round too. 

So all the parties concerned, in- 
cluding Dowsett’s sponsors Tri- 
centrol of Chelmsford and Industrial 
Control Services, are_ getting 
together to sponsor his flights be- 
tween the Kent and Hampshire cir- 
cuits. The programme is: 9.45-10.30, 
Indylantic practice, Brands; 11.20- 
11.35, Radio One practice, Thruxton; 
12-12.54, Indylantic ualifying, 
Brands; 3-38.20, Radio e race, 
Thruxton; and back to Brands for 
the Indylantic race at 4.15. All very 
tirmg and busy. Hope the weather 
doesn’t scupper it all. 


The Ardmore 
Jinx continues 


Poor Team Ardmore really do have 
their problems, not only with their 
Formula 2 venture but even with the 
Clubmans cars. While Nick Adams’s 
U2 was perfectly healthy on Sunday 
at Snetterton, Creighton Brown was 
less happy. In practice he suffered 
lack of oil pressure, and while it was 
all thought to be sorted for the race, 
on starting the engine, to go to the 
collecting area, it seized and that 
was that. We hope for an uplift in 
their fortunes. 


edited by Bob Constanduros 


Daly goes to Hawke 


In a shock move at the weekend, 
talented Irishman Derek Daly left 
the Van Diemen marque for Hawke 
to rejoin his former team-mate Bern- 
ard Devaney in a Hawke DLI15. It 
came as a complete surprise to Van 
Diemen boss Ralph Firman, who 
said that he was only informed of the 
decision late on Sunday night, and as 
far as he knew, Daly was quite happy 
at the Suffolk-based equipe. Whale 
he’s been driving a Van Diemen, 
Daly has had some _ promising 
results, including a win in the 
Brands Race of Champions FF race, 
and a third at Silverstone the 
following day with the same race 
time as the winner. Over the 
weekend Daly finished fourth at 


| Oulton Park and shared a new lap 


record, and came fifth at Silverstone; 
admittedly each race was won by a 
Hawke. 

However, it seems that Vic 
Hollman of Hawke had signed up 
Daly before the weekend, for Firman 
had heard whispers as early as 
Brands Hatch, but now it seems that 
Daly will team up with Devaney’s 
GloGas Hawke to contest the 
Townsend Thoresen series, while the 
other two works-supported cars will 


The Leyland Cars National Mini 
1275 Challenge got off toa good start 
at Snetterton on Sunday despite 
various teething troubles which 
afflicted the 15 runners (there were 
two non-starters). Among the tunin; 

names and sponsors which appeare 

were Richard iengoan & Co, the 
Dove Group, Rob Roy Racing with 
D. J. Bond, Motospeed, Neil Brown, 
Sigma, Wadham Stringer, Swiftune 
and Team Lassman, although the 
latter’s car for Jim Burrows didn’t 


appear. ; 
Their smart cars were handled by 


sa? = 


All happening at Snetterton. Wing askew, Tiff Needell controls a slide from 


Good start for 1275s 


- at 
Derek Daly—posing in a Hawke. 


be doing the DJM Records series. 
However, Hollman hopes that all 
four cars will meet as regularly as 
possible and occasionally make the 
trip across to Ireland ‘‘to give the 
Crossles some bother on their home 
ground”’. 


such well-known Mini pilots as Alan 
Curnow (who won), Terry Attoe, 
Terry Harmer, Paul Taft, Tim 
Dodwell, Roger Saunders and Glyn 
Swift, while Peter Jopp, in_his 
normal production car, and Tony 
Pond in one of Leyland’s own cars 
were other interesting starters. 
Unfortunately, Geoff Till, another 
Leyland ace, was one of the non- 
starters. But it got off to a good 
start, and once the problems have 
been sorted, the field will look very 
smart and promises to provide good 
racing. 


his ill-handling Hawke (above). Kenny Gray and Ian Taylor tangle at Riches 
to eliminate one another, as Oscar Notz finds his way around them (below). 
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Gray's only chance? 


“Of all the people in Formula Ford 
last year, the calmest bloke was 
Kenny Gray”, volunteered one com- 
petitor last Sunday at Snetterton. 

e were talking about the South 
African’s first race in this country 
this year, for after an excellent 
season last year in which he 
narrowly failed to take two FF cham- 
pionships, Kenny has nothing fixed 
up for this year. But the quiet Gra 
was asked to step into the Fr 
Blanchard Elden at Snetterton on 
Sunday and duly set fifth best time 
on a track he admittedly knows well. 
It was 0.6s down on the fastest men, 
but quicker than such notables as 
Frank Bradley, Stuart Baird, Oscar 
Notz, Roger Orgee and Frank 
Sytner. 

After this good showing, Gray was 
well in the fight for the lead into the 
first corner when the bumping that 
ensued there involved both him and 
Ian Taylor, who found themselves on 
the sidelines. The normally quiet 
Gray was not happy about the out- 
come, especially as it seemed to be 


Single seater 
BARC sprint 
championship 


The BARC’s South Western Centre. 
are running a sprint series in the 
south this year solely for single 
seaters and sports racers under the 
banner BARC Southern Sprint and 
Hillclimb championship. 

The Centre feel that saloon cars 
are well catered for and thus they 
have restricted their series to cars 
pagaged in classes 11to17. 

unds take place as follows: April 

4, Goodwood; June 22, Gurston 
Down; July 25, Gurston Down; 
September 11/12 Wiscombe Park; 
October 5, Gurston Down; October 
18, Wroughton. 
Competitors 


wanting further 


details may obtain them from Nigel , 


Blackmore, 26 Hall Farm Crescent, 
Yately, Hants GU17 7HT or on 
Yately 876834. 


Ken Wheeler 
comes back 


A total of 24 sections were provided 
for the 40 competitors on last 
Sunday’s Singer OC Torque Testers 
Trial at Long Valley, Aldershot, and 
although the fine weather produced 
dusty conditions the clerk of the 
course managed to prevent everyone 
from getting a clean sheet. 

Ken Wheeler, well down after the 
first round of six sections, came back 
to win the Mini class from Peter 
Dillon by a small margin, but Peter 
Higgins had an easy win with his 
|Mexico in the conventional saloon 
\class. The attractive Singer Le Mans 
of Ian Blackburn took Class 3 and 
Phil Young beat David Carr in the 
battle of the Imps. In the Beach 
Buggy class Rob Head beat Graham 
Pettit by a single mark. 

The award for best performance by 
an Invader MC member went to Paul 
Skelton (ices) and the best Crane 
Valley was Nick Harvey (Midget). 
The ladies award went to Miss Joan 
Curtis (Mini). 
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Kenny Gray — no drives. 


only drive he has fixed up this year. 
Hopefully the man who many of his 
rivals believe to be very competitive 
can get something fixed up for the 
season now. 


Smith keeps nose clean 


The BTRDA and RAC Autotest 
Championship moved to an entirely 
new venue last Sunday when part of 
the huge car park at the 
Scratchwood Service area on the M1 
was borrowed by Harrow CC for 
their Uniflo Brakefast event. 

Peter Cox, clerk of course, was 
rewarded with 52 entries and 12 
tandem tests, some pretty long, 
provided an enjoyable event and 
gave: Trevor Smith another overall 
win. 

Coming from one of the biggest 
classes (there were 10 other 
compatitors), Smith really had to be 
on his best behaviour, for Len 
Gibson (Sprite) and Steve Stringer 
(Lotus 7) were present to pounce on 
any mistake. But the champion did 
not make an error, pausing only once 
to make certain he had gone the 
right side of a pylon, and he weighed 
in with an unbeatable total of 437.9s 
in his Midget. 

Gibson and Stringer had a good 
tussle for second, Gibson having it 
presented to him when Stringer 
collected a line fault and he had to be 


Indylantic 
pop league 


In conjunction with the musicians’ 


trade paper, International Musician 
& Recording World, Indylantic '76 


have fixed up what almost amounts 
to a Shellsport Escort league 
between pop groups to sup ort their 
main feature races. A trophy will be 
presented to the winning star in each 

eat of the Superstar series; full title 
Indylantic/Famous Superstar 
Charity eaetee in aid of the 
National Deaf Children’s Society. 

Entrants for the first heat this 
weekend at Brands include Babe 
Ruth, 5000 Volts, Status Quo, 
Screaming Lord Sutch, Marmalade, 
Kenny, Mud, Andrew Bailey, Famil: 
Doge. Fox, Alvin Stardust, 10 C 
and Tony Prince and Peter Powell of 
Radio Luxembourg. This line-up is 
quite considerable and, apparently, 
pop groups have been queueing up to 
compete in the series. 


Easy win 
for Fack 


Twenty-seven competitors turned up 
for the non-championship sporting 
car trial at Pattingham, near Wolver- 
hampton, last Sunday. On a site 
more frequently used by motorcycle 
scrambles riders, there was plenty of 
scope and some tight marking made 
life difficult and interesting even for 
the experts. One hill, almost on the 
flat, caused acute embarassment to 
several notables. 

Julian Fack won the event with 14 
marks lost after three rounds of 10 
sections. He was the only driver to 
get a clean sheet on his third tour 
with the Facksimile and he beat 
Kincraft ace Jack Pearce by 15 
marks, Pearce getting a wheel stuck 
in a rut two hills from home to ruin 
his perfect third round. 

Dennis Allen (Kincraft) was third 
on 37 marks, Lol Hurt lost 44 in his 
Ford Special and Tony Harrison and 
Richard Allen, both in Kincrafts, 
were fifth and sixth on 62 and 58 
marks respectively. 


content with best Harrow member. 

In the 1-litre class Roger Fripp and 
Peter Cornwell had a dice of their 
own and Fripp looked odds-on a 
winner, but a line fault on the fifth of 

e dozen exercises let Cornwell 
through to take the class by 5s. 

The young Scottish “flyer” David 
Robertson, from Glasgow, blew off 
Geoff James and John Larkin in the 
big Cooper class by a margin of 
nearly 7s. 

In the new class, for saloons 
between 11 and 13 feet, Miss Jane 
Yoward (Toyota) was a very easy 
winner of three, and regular saloon 
man John Carlton (Mexico) also had 
no problems in coping with the 
opposition in class 4. Calton lent his 
car to Garry Fryer, who was second, 
half a minute down. 


BTD: T. Smith (MG Midget), 437.9s. 

Class winners: P. Comwell (Mini), 494.98; D. 
Robertson (Mini-Cooper S), 463.18; Miss J. Yoward 
(Toyota), 581.78; J. Calton (Ford Escort Mexico), 
494.63; P. Draper (AH Sprite), 542.58; L. Gibson (AH 
Sprite), 453.88; S. Crawford (Cannon, 664.9s. 
Novice: C. Langan (AH Sprite), 550.0s. 


Bucks & Herts 
Quiz news 


The well run Bucks and Herts News- 
paper Group Motoring Club Quiz 
moves on to Adams Garage, Ayles- 
bury, tonight (Thursday) when 
Bernard Unett, Paul White and Des 
O'Dell will be in attendance with race 
and rally cars. There will be the usual 
uiz match between the Sporting 
ner Drivers’ Club and Berk- 
hamsted Motor Cycle Club who'll be 
fighting for a place in the semi-finals, 
to be held at Shaw & Kilburn’s 
Aylesbury branch on April 8 and 
Berkhamsted on April 13. Admis- 
sion to the evenings is free; there will 
be films, refreshments and a chance 
to win tickets for the Graham Hill 
International Trophy meeting in 
audience competitions. The quiz 
final is arranged for April 27 when 
Ari Vatanen will be in attendance at 
Hemel Hempstead Motors, Hemel 
Hempstead. 


Valli’s 
absence 


Snetterton spectators were no doubt 
as sad as we were not to catch a 
glimpse of the delectable prod sports 

river Valli on Sunday, but her non- 
appearance was for a good reason. 

esting her Midget at the circuit on 
the prewous Thursday, the delight- 
ful blonde was put off-line going 
through Russell by an overtaking 


faster car and smote the Armco on 
the outside very hard. When 
dragged from her wrecked car, she 
was unconscious, and had badly cut 
knees; she was removed to hospital, 
and even in the ambulance, when she 


i 
Valli — cut knees. 


came to, her immediate thought was 
to the car, and whether another car 
could be hired for Sunday. 

However, even if that wasn’t pos- 
sible, the man in charge of prepara- 
tion, Andy Dawson, has been asked 
by spchecs Biba to build up a new 
car for the young lady, and she 
should be seen in it at Rufforth. 
Before the accident, in which it is 
thought that her Griffin helmet had 
been quite a lifesaver, Valli had been 
timed at 1m 33.6s which is 0.6s 
slower than the lap record, which 
Dawson had equalled. 


Guyson round 
at Shelsley? 


Negotiations have been going on for 
the past few weeks between the 
Yorkshire Centre of the BARC and 
the Midland AC for the extension of 
the Guyson/BARC Hillclimb Cham- 
ponehip to include a round at 
helsley Walsh later this year. 
Latest word is that an agreement 
has been achieved by the two clubs 
and that the Midland AC’s world: 
famous Shelsley Walsh venue will 
see a Guyson/BARC round on Sun- 
day, July 11, as part of the Newton 
Industries sponsored _hillclimb 
“extravaganza. The Saturday will 
again be taken up with the in- 
creas eyy popular and well-su 
ported AC/VSCC event whic 
attracts entries from the widest pos- 
sible range of racing and sports cars. 


@ Former Shelsley and Prescott 
record-holder Bryan Eccles has ac: 
quired the Palliser-Repco previously 
owned and campaigned by Mike 
MacDowel and more recently by 
David Fyfe and Alex Brown. First 
time out for the new driver/car com- 
bination is at Prescott this Sunday 
in the first round of the Guyson/- 
BARC Championship. 
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Franklin’s 
record 


A new course record for David 
Franklin and a brace of class records 
were set at a fine RAC Sprint 
Championship round run by Yeovil 
CC at ‘Yeovilton last Sunday, an 
entry of 94 cars contesting a 
sharpish triangular course of about 
880yds. 

Bristolian Franklin took his 2-litre 
March to a new record in 55.99s, well 
over a second off near neighbour 
David Harris, who held the record 
for just six months. Harris, also in 
determined mood, beat the old 
record by a whisker but was never 
able to approach Franklin, who duly 
collected maximum points in the 
RAC runoff. ; 

The class records to go by the 
board were in the 1201-1600cc 


David Franklin — first blood. 


Knockhill takes 
place thanks 
to the receiver 


This weekend’s Knockhill meeting 
takes place with the approval of the 


Official Receiver. The circuit, which 


is in difficulties financially, has 
seven meetings planned, but the first 
two, to be held on April 4 and May 
16, will be pointers as to whether the 
other five will be allowed to take 
place. The Lothian Car Club are the 
organisers of this weekend’s meet- 
ing, and are naturally anxious to 
create a good impression, so if you 
want Knockhill to continue, give it 
your support this weekend if you 
can. 


Level for 
Dias trophy 


After three rounds of the Cumbria 
Motor Sport Group Dias Trophy for 
trials cars, Ken Underwood (Chitty) 
and Robin Jager (Nymph) are level 
on 19pts. 

Both were beaten by Robin 
Alexander in his Facksimile at the 
Cumberland SCC event at Whittas 
Park, Bassenthwaite, last Sunday, 
the Mancunian dropping only nine 
marks on 18 sections. Underwood 
lost 13 marks and Jager 25 marks. 
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saloons class, where John Milford 
clipped nearly 1.5s off in getting 
down to 64.2s, while Russ Ward, in 
the super-charged Sprite, made abso- 
lute mincemeat of the mod sports 
class time with an improvement of 
more than 4s to 63.07s. 

There were several close class 
scraps. Ronald Datson just pipped 
Mike Cannon in the 1200cc class and 
Eel, men Graham Calderwood (Elan) 
and Nicholas Mann (Minor MGB) 
were just 0.2s apart. David 
Greenaway came from behind to 
collect the sports car class in his 
Sprite from Dennis Carling by a 
mere 0.03s. 

Among the 1600cc single-seaters 
Terry Smith’s March was some 3s 
quicker than anyone else and Harris 

uly took the bigger capacity class 
from David Render, who was some 
2s slower in his Brabham. Render 
just held off Johnty Williamson in 
the Surtees. 

In the runoff for points, Harris got 
below his own previous record with a 
run in 57.04s, which gave him second 
spot. Render improved by more than 
a second to be alone in the 58s 
bracket, but Williamson was 
fractionally slower, which allowed 
Smith in his March to nip into fourth 
place. 

Young Mark Williams, a 17-year- 
old sharing an Ensign with his 
father, did 62.48s in the champion- 
ship runoff to take eighth place and 
earn himself an award for the best 
single-seater novice. 


BTD: D Franklin (March 732), 55.99s (course 
record). 

Class winners: J. Astley (Saab), 71.72s; R 
Datson (Mini), 70.968; J. Milford (Mini), 64.20s; T. 
Prigg (3.0 Ford Capri), 67.16s; G. Calderwood (Lotus 
Elan), 74.2s; D. Greenaway (AH Sprite), 71.93s; R. 
Ward (AH Sprite), 63.07s: G. Beddington (Jaguar E), 
64.5s; P. Wheldon (MG Magnette), 79.07s; C. Elliott 
(Nike), 63.18s; N. Hutchings (Phoenix), 65.99s; C. 


‘Bigwood (Vixen), 65.19s; D. Harris (McLaren M10B), 


57.4s; T. Smith (March), 59.0s. Ladies: Miss S. 
Garland (Lotus Elan), 72.60s. Novices: P. Candy 
(Mini), 69.803; M. Williams (Ensign), 63.38s. 

RAC run-off: 1, Franklin, 55.99s; 2, Harris, 
57.04s; 3, Render, 58.388; 4, Smith, 59.84s; 5, 
Williamson, 60.12s; 6, S. Riley (Brabham), 60.48s. 


A new story 


Chris Alford’s class winning TVR 
was really making its track debut at 
Snetterton on Sunday. It had 
scarcely turned a wheel, although it 
retains the same Minister-prepared 
1600cc engine which Alford used last 
year in his championship winning 
Mopren 4/4. In fact, it was a similar 
car that provided Alford with all his 
GPROgIE DE, that of Chris Hampshire, 
who was making his debut on the 
tracks having had previous kartng 
experience. However, track experi- 
ence prevailed, and Alford hung on 
to his lead in the John Britten TVR, 
despite the car’s bad handling and 
locking brakes. But it’ll all be sorted 
out for the next race. 


Lawrence 
Helps out 


Good Samaritan dept: It’s good to 
see Derek Lawrence about still at the 
tracks. The 1975 FF2000 champion 
retired this year ashe didn’t want all 


the bother of running his own show, 


and yet doesn’t seem to want to stay 
away. Having helped Oscar Notz get 
himself established this year in the 
formula, Lawrence was at Snetter- 
ton when an extra pair of skilled 
hands were required to repair Tiff 
Needell’s Hawke, and Lawrence duly 


. mucked in. It seems he can’t stay 


away. 


Variation in 1275s 


There are few sections of the 
Leyland Cars National Mini 1275 
Challenge regs which allow for much 
freedom when it comes to the cars, 
but one is that of wheels and tyres. 
Either 10 or 12ins wheels may be 
used, and the road tyre type is 
unspecified. However, leader for 90 
per cent of the Snetterton race, Paul 

‘aft, was one of those on 12ins 
wheels, as was Tony Pond in the 


ShellSport/Leyland model. The 
whole of the front row used Avon 
Wide safety crossplies, but Pond, 
the sole occupant of the second row, 
was on SP Sports, while the third 
row held ¢ompetitors using Dunlops 
and Kleber’s ¥i2 GT. The Avon men 
were more at the front than at the 
back, and the Dunlop men the re- 
verse, while the Kleber fellow was in 
the middle. 


Avons on 10ins wheels proved a winning combination for Alan Curnow, 
pictured narrowly leading Glyn Swift at Snetterton. 
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Twenty five Yorkshire based clubs 
will be chasing £300 prize money in 
‘the ten rounds of this year’s Shell 
League. Current champions IIkley 
and District Motor Club defend their 
title on a special stage rally, two 
road rallies, three production car 
trials, three autotests and a hill- 
climb. There’s one new club joining 
the field for the first time, the 
Airedale and Pennine of Bradford. 

The league is now in its fifth year 
and is designed to find the best all- 
round club in Yorkshire. It is run on 
a team basis over a range of motor 
sport events. 

The programme is: March 31, 
Elcar Trophy rally; April 25, pro- 
duction car trial; May 23, production 
car trial; July 4, autotest; August 15, 


Mod sport 
men 
try tweeks — 


An interestingly different approach 
is being taken to the new 1500 mod 
sports class. Ian Hall (Mini Jem) has 
been using his old 1150 motor bored 
to 1158, but has a 1380 using a 
standard 1275 S crank on the stocks. 
Silverstone winner Gordon Howie 
(Midget) has a long stroke 1440cc 
motor, ‘while fastest man at Silver- 
stone Keith Ashby, in Robbie 
Gordon’s ex-John Bury Midget, has 
a full Longman short-stroke 1300 
motor. A few Ford pusiind powered 
cars are appearing, but expect David 
Mercer’s new twin-cam 1.3 Ginetta 
G4 to be protested, as the G4 was 
never made with the twin-cam 
engine. 

@ The 1976 conference of the clubs 
supporting the Historic Vehicle 
Club's joint committee will be held at 
the RAC at 2.30 on April 3. 


Trackrod lead Yorks league 


mee 


a dial 


autotest; September 12, hillclimb; 
September 18/19, road rally; October 
17, production car trial; November 
14 autotest; December 11/12, road 
rally. 

Trackrod MC of Leeds emerged as 
front runners in the opening round, 
the David Brown MC’s Elcar Trophy 
specie) stage rally on March 21. 

ifteen clubs were represented in the 
rally and although Trackrod had 
four men in the top ten, York MC 
were close behind. Current cham- 
pions Ilkley, who organise the next 
round, finished fifth. 


Current positions: 1, Trackrod, 488.74; 2, York, 
451.5s; 3, North Humberside, 398.83; 4, North- 
allerton, 294.8s; 5, Ilkley, 281.13; 6, David Brown, 
275.74. 


Kim Peny 


sells 750 and 
finds Hawke 


Kim Perry, the 1975 750 formula 
champion, is on the road to Formula 
Ford. ee sold his championship 
winning DNC to Londoner Richard 
Tyzack, he’s bought the ex-Bernard 
Devaney Hawke DL12. The car is 
currently with Hawke, who are up- 
dating it, and a Norman Abbott 
engine will be fitted, but the main 
problem at this stage is to find a 
gearbox. Even if this rare com- 
modity is found, it will be at least 
three weeks before the car sees 
action in Perry’s hands. 


@ Our apologies for not stating the 
correct engines used by John Bright 
and Bernard Devaney at the first 
Brush Fusegear FF championship 
round at Silverstone on March 14. In 
their successful day, both drivers 
were using Alan Smith engines, 
emanating from Derby, not those as 
stated. 
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BIRDA to 
run winter 
rallycross? 


Persistent rumour in rallycross 
circles currently suggests that the 
BTRDA is planning a rallycross 
championship for their members for 
‘the winter. Their name is being 
linked with a major oil company, but 
spokesmen for both organisations 
have declined to comment at 
present. 

Some half-dozen venues are 
apparently being considered for the 
series, When a suitable list has been 
compiled, a permit request can be 
forwarded to the RAC. A working 
committee, set up to look into the 
possibilities of such a series, is 
considering visiting one of the 
European events to see how well 
organised the Continental events 
are, and how they attract crowds of 
more than 10,000 regularly. 


W ll 
B a 
Continuous rain did its best to ruin 
the Mid-Cheshire MRC autocross at 
Kinderton Hall Farm, Middlewich, 
and only one run was achieved by the 
68 competitors. Some idea of the 
conditions can be judged by the fact 
that some of the lesser lights were 
taking up to six minutes to complete 
three laps of the 700yds quagmire. 
Appropriately, it was the Flying 
Wellie Special of Mike Duffy which 


took BTD. Duffy finished some 3s 
up on the experienced Dick Keen, a 


regular gramplor stip contender, 
who won his class by half a minute. 
Third quickest was William Rushton 


in his 1-litre Mini who was only 0.2s 
down on Keen. 

‘One good class scrap was among 
the rear-engined machinery, where 
John Young took the class just 0.2s 
ahead of Don Salter’s similar. 


BTD: M. Duffy (Flying Wellie), 152.4s. 

Class winners: J. Hopwood (Mini), 166.6s; R. 
Keen (Ford Escort), 1558s;: D. Berry (MG Midget), 
211.1s; J. Young (Hillman Imp), 188.8s; W. Rushton 
(Mini), 157.0s; J. Clarkson (Ford Escort), 184.0s; T. 
Knowles (Mini), 160.8s; R. Whatmough (Special), 
185.4s; J. Granville (Audi), 161.3s; D. Woodcock 
(Mini), 163.2s. Novice: P. Harrop (Mini), 190.4s. 
Ladies: Mrs L. Rowlance (Mini), 197.2s. 


No problem 
for Prest 


Driving his 1600 U2, Bob Prest took 
BTD at last Saturday’s first sprint 
of the year at Croft, run by 
Tynemouth & DMC. Using one lap of 
the 1.75-mile circuit per run, an entry 
of 43 each had three runs and Prest 
claimed first place with a last run in 
Im 18.0s. Although this was a 
second slower than he had managed 
in practice, he was still more than 2s 
up on Mike Bartram in his JEB 
autocross special. 

Colin Wild brought along a brace 
of cars and had a first and second. 
He went indecently quickly to rout 
the opposition in a roadgoing Imp 
Sport and was only 1s behind Colin 

ewardine’s 4.7 Mustang in the over 
1300 class, driving his 3-litre Capri. 

The best battle was between a 
couple of BDA Escorts in the big 
capacity modified saloons class, 
where Geoff Swinbourne did 1m 
26.2s on his second run to beat Tim 
Brooke by 0.4s. John Crowson took 
over the 1600cc single-seater class in 
his Gunk Terrapin and might have 
been hard-pressed to take the class, 
but Geoff Deakin broke his gearbox 


on the line as he was about to take a © 


third run when less than 2s adrift. 

BTD: R. Prest (U2), 1m 18.0s. 

Class winners: C. Wild (Sunbeam Imp Sport), 1m 
38.85; C. Hewardine (Ford Mustang), 1m 32.4s; H. 
Horn (Mini), 1m 38.0s; G. Swinboume (Ford Escort), 
1m 26.2s; D. Styring (Morgan Plus 8), 1m 31.4s; K. 


Oram (MGB), 1m 31.0s; M. Bartram (JEB Special), 


1m 20.6s; J. Crowson (Terrapin), 1m 21.4s. 


Karts show 
cars the way 


Run for the first time on tarmac, 
using part of the marshalling area at 
West Malling airfield, Rochester MC 
had 34 entries for their speed slalom 


last Sunday, the entry being 
predominantly karts and F6 
machinery. 


In the Formula 6 contingent, 
youngster Graham Holland, son of 
Keith Holland of F5000 fame, took 
the Holland Special round in 1m 
34.4s to win by a whisker. Best time 
of the entire entry came from D. 
peor in a 210cc Barlotti-Monza 

art. 


BTD — Cars: |. Muir (Special), 1m 33.4s; Karts: 
D. Frost (Barotti-Monza), 1m 20.8s; Formula 6: G. 
Holland (Holland Spl), 1m 34.4s. 

Class winners: |. Crammond (Ford Escort 
RS2000), 1m 41.2s; N. Humphreys (Mini), 1m 37.0s; 
S. Payne (Mini-Cooper S), 1m 41.8s; A. Gibson (AH 
Sprite), 1m35.4s. 


Hillclimbing Moggie: Charles Morgan’s Plus 8 departs from the excellent 
prod sports battle to climb Snetterton’s bridge last Sunday. 
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Briefly 


@ Fred Marriott, for 14 years chair- 
man of the Surrey Sporting Motor 
Club, retired from the position at the 
club’s AGM this month. However, 
he continues as president while the 
new chairman is former secretary 
Paul Hulyer and the new one is 
Mikky Brabrook-Norman, 136 
Banstead Road, Carshalton, Surrey. 
The club meets on the first Wednes- 
day of the month at Lakers Hotel, 
Redhill. 


@ Jonathan Palmer, new mod sports 
hot-shot, had less luck than of recent 
at Silverstone last Sunday: his 
Coops London Ma. os developed a 
misfire on the warm-u; lap. He shot 
into the pits, got it going but tried to 
join the grid by driving the wrong 
way down the pit road. He even- 
tually started late from the pits and 
ended the race with his brakes 
jammed on. ... Another in trouble 
was Caterham 7 man Dave 
Bettinson, whose clutch broke while 
he was third in class to John Bury 
and Jon Fletcher in their Elans. 


@ Debuting the Morris Stapleton 
Morgan Plus 8 at Snetterton on Sun- 
day was former classic saloon driver 
Bill Whykeham. He was well in con- 
tention throughout with the car and 
eventually finished fourth overall. 
He'll share the driving in the 
Southern League series with Bruce 
Stapleton, one of the brothers who 
runs the South Kensington Morgan 
emporium. 


@ Autocross fans were sorry to hear 
‘recently that veteran driver 
Arnold Butcher, of Lotus 6 fame, 
suffered a slight heart attack last 
week and is currently in hospital. 
Recent bedside visitor ony 
Merridale reports that Arnold is re- 
covering well and would welcome 
visitors at North Wing, County 


Hospital, Doddington, near March,’ 


Cambridgeshire. _ 

@ Bill Bescoby, about whom we 
wrote last week. will not after all be 
running a works Alexis but has 
changed to a 1975 Hawke DL12 with 
Scholar power, contesting all major 
FF1600 championships. 


@ It is good to see modsports driver 
Mark Hales having go results in 
the ex-Tony Dunderdale Turner. In 
three races in 1976 he has scored two 
class wins and a second. In 1975, 
racing an 1150 Ginetta G4, Hales 
was so unlucky (rarely even making 
the grid due to mechanical disasters) 
that he almost acquired the nick- 
name ‘“‘Chris Amon of mod sports”! 


@ Irishman Dan Daly — no relation 
to Derek — is emulating his 
namesake by going Hawke this year. 
He’s bought a new DL15 and will be 
contesting the Irish championships 
and selected British events. He has 


@ An interesting little exercise for 
scrutineers and amateurs might be 
to compare the various ride heights 
of Renault 5s in competition. Just 
take a look at how much of the rear 
wheel is covered in each case. . 
@ Dave Roberts has sold his 750F to 
a new 750 man, Mike Kenny, and is 
building up a new DNC for himself. 


@ Regs for Bewdley MC’s West 
Midland Safari Rally are now out 
and the event, on May 22/23, starts 
from Spring Grove, Bewdley, at 
2331hrs. A route of about 160 miles 
if offered on MS138 and selectives 
will be included. Details of the event, 
in which every finisher will get a 
complimentary ticket to the Safari 
Park, can be obtained from Ron 
Chesterton, 46 Marlpoo Lane, 
Kidderminster DY11 5DD. 


soumecly shown well in an old Lotus, 


@ After a couple of incident-packed 
races, it seems that the APG FF 2000 
competitors are already findin 

things difficult to get their damag 

cars repaired between races. Among 
those missing from the field last 
Sunday at Snetterton included Jock 
Robertson, Bob Jarvis, Tony 
Broster and Richard Dutton. But 
even so, there were over 20 starters. 

@ Hillrally ’76 looks like going 
ahead and regs are now available. In- 
vited clubs are AWDC, Anglia ROC, 
BAMA, Beckland ROC, Cumbrian 
ROC, Midland ROC, Peak and 
Dukeries ROC, Pennine ROC, 
Scottish LROC, Southern ROC, and 
Yorkshire ROC. Some entries from 
France are expected, but due to the 
cost the organisers are keeping 
things pretty tight when it comes to 
administration. Copies of regs may 


-be obtained from AWDC Billrally, 
197 Send Road, Send, Woking, 
Surrey GU23 7EW. ‘ 


@ Despite all the rumours of the 
“vibration curbs” at Russell Corner 
on the Snetterton racing circuit the 
actual kerbs seem quite low and the 
temptation to clip both parts of the 
corner, especially the exit, is just as 

eat. A deterrent though is the fact 

at the bank on the spectator side 
of the exit, where the Lytag was un- 
successfully placed a couple of 
seasons ago is now lined with Armco 
barrier! 


@ Rod Birley, who won the Britax 
production saloon race at Silver- 
stone last Sunday, had spent all 
niehe changing his gearbox after a 
a 


ure at Oulton Park the day 
before. 
‘@A tie at the end of the 


Westmorland MC’s sporting trial 

was resolved on the greatest number 

of cleans. Richard Allen (Kincraft) 
beat Robin Alexander (Facksimile), 
both having dropped 147 marks on 

82 sections. Dennis Allen was third 

in another Kincraft on 158 and Peter 

Hunter, in his national trials formula 

car, was fourth on 236. 

@ Remember David bane the 
oung American who raced a Merlyn 
F in 1972, and whose brother 

Charles takes photographs in the 

USA for AUTOSPORT? Well he’s 

driving the works FF for Hawke in 

the States this season. 


@ There was some doubt after the 
FF racing had finished at Snetterton_ 
last Saturday as to whether Stephen 
Greenwood should have claimed 
second place. Firstly, competitors 
claimed that he shouldn’t have 
started at all, as he didn’t finish his 
heat; and secondly, he was thought 
to have completed a lap less than the 
leaders. It was still being looked into 
on the Sunday. 


@ Rodney Posner’s new class lap 
record in the Britax production 
saloon car event at Silverstone last 
Sunday was considerable reward for 
‘Ron Jones of Fanspeed, Telford, 
who'd spent five hours of develop-. 
ment on Saturday night after Oultoa 
‘Park. Posner’s time in his Simca 
Rallye 1 was 1m 22.8s. ‘ 


@ A new face in F1300 this year will 
be Austin Palmer who has built up a 
front engined device he’s calling the 
Terrier. Among the new cars in the 
Formula are those from Cyril Lyford 
and Tom Perry, both rear engined. 


@ Flookborough airfield, a 2.5-mile 
special stage, most of which is 
tarmac, was the scene of a practice 
day last, Sunday run jointly by Kirby 
Lonsdale, Morecambe and Furness 
MC’s. Quickest of 35 drivers was 


-Tony Worswick (Escort TC) who did 


2m 34. Phil Sandham, in a Firenza, 
was second best in 2m 41s. The stage 
is next in use on the Pye Motor 
Stages Rally run by Morecambe in 
May. 
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Walker’s Skoda- BDG 


Graeme Walker, the Scot who has 
been campaigning the ex-Bill Dryden 
Vauxhall Firenza, is now the proud 
owner of the 2.0 Skoda-BDG which 
has been used over the past couple of 
seasons Pe Chris Meek and Alec 
Poole. Walker will be doing Super 


Saloon rounds with his new 


oo. 

e man who sold Walker the 
Skoda is Nick Whiting, and he has 
his own plans. As revealed last week, 


MacDowel’s 
hill plans 


The 1973 and 1974 RAC British Hill- 
climb Champion Mike MacDowel has 
sold the 3-litre Chevron B19 Alpina 
in which he competed last yoar and is 
understood to have boug it. another 
single-seater. MacDowel confirmed 
last week that he plans to take part 
in the 1976 Hillclimb Championship 
series and that if everything goes 
well he should at least be able to 
qualify further up “the pack” than in 
1975. Although an air of secrecy 
exists around the project, it 
wouldn’t be too surprising if the 
“new’”’ car followed the previous pat- 
tern of an F2/FA chassis powered 
this time by a 2-litre lightweight 
power unit. 


More Renault 
5 prizes 


The British side of those well-known 
French houses, Gauloise and Kleber, 
are aaqocetne themselves with the 
Renault 5 Elf challenge for 1976. 
Gauloise are offering a prize of a 
luxury ski jacket worth around £30 
with a transistor radio and some 
Gauloise cigarettes, and this will go, 
each quarter of the season, to the 
competitor with the highest number 
of points, but no one competitor may 
win the award twice, so four differ- 
ent drivers will receive it during the 
season. 

Kleber’s involvement is a special 
allowance to Renault 5 Elf Challenge 
licence holders against their 145 
SR13 type V12 steel-braded radial 
tyres. The regs have been amended 
to allow Kleber tyres to be used as 
they can now be part of the original 
equipment on the Renault 5 TL. 


750 Relay 
on again 


The 750 MC will again be holding 
their Birkett Six Hour relay race at 
Silverstone this year. There are no 
significant changes to the event, the 
equal longest race in Britain this 
year with the Silverstone Six Hours, 
except that the entry fee is fraction- 
ally more than in — years. Regs 
for the event will be published 
during May, and will only be sent to 
whose who request them. Dunlop are 
oa lending yp oa for the event, 

though the club would also be 
pleased to hear*from anyone who 
could land some _ support for 
trophies. 
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he now has a former Colome Capri 
with 2.6 engine, but his real plans, in 
between peep a Divina Galica’s F1 
Surtees, are to fit a 3.4 engine into 
the Capri for the majority of this 
year and, once that is running 
successfully, to commence building 
an Escort which will ultimately be 
owered by the 3.4 engine. It’s all 
ong-term anc could be changed, but 
that, at least, was what he said on 
Sunday. 


Autocavan team 


Autocavan, the VW tuners from 
Farnham, have formed themselves 
into a rallycross team with the 2.2 
Beetles of Peter Harrold and Geoff 
Thomas. Also in the team is the 
model of 2180cc of John Button 
which is entered in association with 
John Button’s Trowbridge VW 
dealership, Autocinti. All the major 
British rallycross events will be con- 
tested and the team recently got off 
to a good start with Button coming 
second overall at the Lydden rally- 
cross. A most exciting plan is the 
development of a 2.0 rallycross Golf. 


@ The ambitious Birmingham Uni- 
versity Motor Club has had a change 
of officers. Mark Chamberlain is now 
chairman, secretary is Richard 
Beardall and competitions secretary 
is Richard Potts. All may be con- 
tacted at the Guild of Students 
Union, Edgbaston Park Road, Edg- 
baston, Birmingham B15 oT 0, 
Mersegee may left at 021-472 


@ Following a successful response 
last year, Lancashire Motor Hock 
Club are again organising an LM 
Racing Drivers Championship in 
1976. With increased prize money 
coming entirely from club funds, the 
championship will be based on the 
five race meetings to be organised at 
the Longridge circuit. Prizes are as 
follows: 1st, £150; 2nd, £75; 3rd, £50; 
4th, £25, Further details can be ob- 
tained from championship compiler 
Roger Abrahams, 4 Moorfield. 
Whalley, near Blackburn (Whalley 
3187). First round is on April 25. 


@ Northern racing drivers’ Phil 
Barak and Keith Ropanaker have 
opened a car and race car pre ara- 
tion show known as Trac ne, 
operating from Newcastle upon 

yne. They may be contacted at 
Newcastle 610220. 


@ The rebuilt spaceframe Mini 1000 
of special saloon drivers Richard 
Cooper and Grame Lambert will 
ms be sponsored by Lamart Signs 
of Glasgow. The two drivers will con- 
test the special saloon champion- 
ships at Knockhill and Ingliston. 


@ Drag in your own home, that’s the 
message from Quarter Mile Machine, 
94 Chiltern Road, Dunstable, Beds. 
For £2.95 plus 20p postage and 
package, they sell a 50 minute 
cassette of the Super Nationals at 
Santa Pod complete with driver 
interviews, narration and various 
runs. Features are the profuel and 
top bike classes. 


@Wil Arif’s . Brookside Garden 
Centre sponsors are giving away a 
rose bush to every car or motor cycle 
winner at every MCD circuit this 
year, so if you look like winning lots 
of races and live in a flat, move and 
find a garden. 


ME Veckond sport 


BRANDS HATCH 


Crawford heads 
Indylantic ’76 
entry 


Following a generally enthusiastic 
reception when it was announced 
last November, Indylantic 76 has 
had its ups and downs since. How- 
ever, this Sunday will see the series, 
subtitled “the newest and most 
exciting concept in motor racing”, 
| under way on schedule. A great 
eal of behind-the-scenes work has 
been put in by the enthusiastic 
directors over the winter months to 
create something new in the way of 
motor race meetings, and everyone 
will be keen to see how this Sunday’s 
meeting at Brands Hatch turns out. 
As well as the Indylantic feature 
race there are other races catering 
for Clubmans cars, Formula Fords 
Kent Messenger saloons and Shell- 
Sport Escorts. That’s all fairly fam- 
ihar, but in addition there will be 
aerobatics, bands, stunts (a man 
driving a Capri round the circuit 
blindfold would you believe), heli- 
copter rides, trips round the track, a 
boxing tent and an all-day fun-fair. 
The Indylantic race itself will be 
over 50 laps and the grid will be 
determined by seven three-car, four- 
lap qualifying heats. The three cars 
will start at the same time, the 
fastest of their three flying laps to 
count for their grid position. This 
should give the spectator an immed- 
iate idea of grid placings and in case 
there is any doubt the commentary 
will be linked to the timekeepers, 
who with their new electronic timing 
system will be able to give almost in- 
stantaneous time read-outs. Prior to 
the actual qualifying heats the cars 
will have a normal 45-minute train- 
ing period to get sorted. 
ere are some familar Atlantic 
names among the entries and Jim 
Crawford must be considered as the 
leading contender. The Bolton lad 
has been one of the top (and certainly 
one of the unluckiest) Atlantic 
drivers of the past two seasons, 
hopefully this will be his big oppor- 
tunity really to put together a 
domineering season. He'll be driving 
a Chevron B29 entered by Coin 
Monthly. Perhaps his strongest 
opposition will come from seasoned 
campaigners Tony ‘Trimmer and 
Tom Walkinsham. Trimmer is to 
drive the works-loaned development 
Lola in Capital Radio colours, while 


Walkinshaw will be in the Dicksons 
of Perth Modus which Richard Scott 
drove so well at Mallory recently. 
Never to be discounted is Cyd 
Williams, and he’ll be debuting the 
Harrisons of Birmingham/Graham 
Eden, Gordon Fowell-designed Sana, 
while Tony Rouff will be in Brian 
Lewis’s Boxer which could be a 
strong runner too. Jeremy Rossiter 
is bane his hand to Atlantic this 
year with a Chevron B29 and Ken 
Bailey is similarly mounted for his 
comeback. Quick Irishman Alo 
Lawler has retained his B29 and 
should be able to capitalise on last 
year’s experience, and hard trier Phil 
Dowsett could be strong runner too. 
In an older B27 model is Robert 
Brown, while other Modus runners 
include Phil Sharp and Norman 
Dickson. Indylantic Director Steve 
Prior will be in his familar Astor 
McLaren in Capital colours, while 
former kart ace Steve Carvill will be 
in a Radio Luxembourg Surtees. The 
entry list is completed by John 


Bowtell (March), Adrian Russell 
(GRD) and David Winstanley 
(Brabham). 


Neither the Clubmans nor the FF 


Phil Dowsett — flying visits. 


race count towards any champion- 
ship, and in fact the Formula Ford is 
a repeat of the successful black flag 
race tried on Boxing Day a few years 
ago. Basically the last man past the 
line on each lap is black flagged until 
two cars are left for the final lap. 

Clubmans cars can always be 
relied on to put up a good show and 
names here include Creighton 
Brown, Vernon Davies, artin 
Mansell, Malcolm Jackson and Peter 
Cooke. 

Minis and Imps fill the Kent 
Messenger grid, while a host of celeb- 
rities, noone pop stars and DJ’s 
will be in the ShellSport Escort race. 
Among the names scheduled to 


Production saloons visit Thruxton for a Radio One round. 
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appear are Gerald Harper, Fiona 
Ptien cna. Alvin Stardust and 
Michael Aspel, while members of 
Status Quo, Babe Ruth, 5000 Volts, 
Kenny, Marmalade and 10cc will be 
there. . 

In case of any incident during the 
Indylantic race a pace car will be 
used to slow the field down, and this 
will be driven by Stirling Moss. 

Indylantic seems to be a good idea; 
at least it’s something new, and 
something we feel has got to be 
worth watching first time out. 


THRUXTON 


Saloons and pop 
excitement 


It’s DJM Records day at Thruxton 
on Sunday, which means more motor 
racing and pop music stunts. In 
addition there will be the Unigate 
hot air balloon, the Radio 1 Goodie- 
mobile and skydivers. 

Saloons feature in the majority of 
the races with rounds of the Radio 
One, Mini 1275 GT, Mini 1000 and 
Esso Special Saloon championships 
all on the bill. 

Phil Dowsett will be commuting 
from Brands via a Tricentrol heli- 
copter so that he can try to retain his: 
Radio One lead, elshiouah Derrick 
Brunt, Ivan Dutton and Rod Birley 
will be doing their best to stop him. 
Gerry Marshall will have Baby 
Bertha out in the special saloon 
event, which also has Colin Hawker’s 
DFVW and Jon _ Buncombe’s 
fabulous Imp entered. 

On the single-seater side Jim 
Walsh heads the 61-car FF entry 
with Bernard Devaney, Derek Daly 
and Derek Warwick also involved. In 
the FF2000 race all the leading con- 
tenders are entered including Tiff 


Needell, Geoff Friswell, Ian Taylor 
and David MacPherson. Also on the 
programme are a mod sports and 
consolation FF race. 

Racing starts at 2pm and side 
attractions at lpm. 


] 


ws 


Formula Fords will 
very close brand of racing. 


MALLORY PARK 


for six 
Can Tony Sugden make it six wins in. 
a row in 1976, or will Nick Whiting’ 
be able to reproduce his best form 
and take top honours? This is the 
uestion posed by the capacity entry 
imoniz Special Saloon race at 
Mallory Park next Sunday. So far 
Sugden’s Escort has taken all the 
honours, although Whiting should 
have his Capri sorted by now. Also 
featuring is a round of the Hitachi 
1000cc special saloon championship, 


See al - 
be practically everywhere, 


with John Homewood again promis: 
ing to battle with local ace Jeff 
Ward. 

Brian McGuire, John Wingfield, 
Jim Kelly and Nick Whiting head the 
MCD open single-seater series event, 


as usual, providing their own, 


which also includes a round of the’ 
SuperVee championship. 

F 1600 is as popular as ever, with 
three heats planned, to sort out the 
potential point scoring final 
contenders. The programme is com- 
pleted with a National 850 sMini 
championship round. 

Racing starts at 2.30pm. 


CROFT 


Starkey again 


BARC (Yorks) open their 1976 
season at Croft on Sunday with an 
all championship programme. Last 
year’s FF champion Mick Starkey 
will be defending his title against 
runner-up John Si 


impson and many 


others, including Janet MacPherson. 
Andy Barton will be out in his 

March to attack the Libre race, while 

the Special Saloon, Clubmans and 

mod sport races also look good. 
Racing starts at 2pm, 


KNOCKHILL 
Varied entry 


The Scottish motor racing season 
Bets under way. at Knockhill (with 

ind permission of the Official 
Receiver) on Sunday, with a full pro- 
gramme. 

There’s a full entry of varied cars 
for the production saloon race while 
regular FF aces such as George 
Franchitti, Colin McLean and Stuart 
Lawson are back for more action. 
Kenny Allen and Andy Smith bo 
the mod ee entry once more wit. 
the ASM Team cars, while Ian 
McLaren and Peter MacNaughton 
should wrap up the Libre event with 
their sports cars. The programme is 
completed by a well-supported 
special saloon race. 

Racing starts at 2pm. 


PRESCOTT 


Hillclimb opener— 


The hillclimb season gets under way 
at Prescott on Sunday with the open- 
ing round of the Guyson BARC 
series. Open to all cars ranging from 
1000CC saloons to F1 machinery, 
the full entry list has tremendous 
variety contained within it.” 
Although the championship is so 
constructed that everyone has a 
chance to win outright, there’s also a 
top-eight runoff to cater for the 
really quick machinery. First runs 
commence at 1.00am. 


 Meihational ven iia 


Date Venue 
Apr 2/4 Czechoslovakia 


Apr 3 Le Mans, France 

Apr 3 Aspem, Austria 

Apr3 Zolder, Belgium 

Apr3 Malaysia 

Apr 4 Vallelunga, Italy 

Apr 4 Nurburgring, Germany 


Event 


Rally of Lugano, European Rally Championship for Drivers, round 13 


Le Mans Two Hours, Groups 2, 4, 5 


Formula Vee, SuperVee, FF, Groups 2, 4, 5 


Group 2, GTs 
Malaysian Grand Prix, Formule Libre 
World Championship of Makes, round 2 


World Sports Car Championship and European GT Championship, round 1, 
European F3 Drivers’ Championship, round 1 


.. (81 ths ci 


Indylantic, MCD Clubmans, Kent Messenger 1000cc SuperVee, FF 


(RAC/BTRDA Championship round) 


Date Venue Event Status} Club Start Details 
Apr 3 Oulton Park, nr Tarporley, Cheshire Sprint R BARC (NW) 14.00 RAC and BARC Sprint Championships round 
Apr3 Prescott, nr Cheltenham, Glos Hillclimb R Bugatti & FerrariOC| 11.00 BARC/Guyson Championship round 4 
Apr 3 Marine Hotel, Barmouth (MR124/610158) | Rally R Knutsford & DMC 10.00 ante Gold Star & Welsh Assoeiation Stage Championships 
roun 
Apr 3 J. Ferguson's Garage, Wellgatehead, Rally R Lanarkshire CC 21.00 Huntigowk Rally 
Lanark 
Apr 3/4 Darley Dale (MR119/276626) Rally R Matlock & DMG 21.30 EMAMC/ANCC Championship round 
Apr 3/4 Robinson’s Ltd, Norwich, Norfolk Rally R Roding CC _ Motoring News/BTRDA/AENC/LCANC Championships round 
Apr 3/4 South Westem Vehicle Auctions, Rally R Boumemouth MC 22.00 Fordsure Rally 
Poole, Dorset (MR195/0309253) 
Apr 4 Brands Hatch, nr Dartford, Kent Race meeting] C BRSCC 14.00 
Apr 4 Mallory Park, nr Leicester Race meeting] C BRSCC (MC) 14.30 Simoniz & Hitachi Saloons, SuperVee Silver Cup, MCD Open 
Single Seaters, Leyland Cars Nat Mini 850, Townsend 
Thoresen FF 
Apr 4 Thruxton, nr Andover, Hants Race meeting| R BARC 14.00 DJM Records Day — Production & Special Saloons, 
Mini Miglia, FF2000, FF, 1275 GT Minis 
Apr 4 Knockhill, Fife Race meeting| R Lothian CC 14.00 Production & Special Saloons, FF, Mod Sports, 
Formule Libre, Sports GT, Clubmans 
Apr 4 Croft, nr Darlington, Co. Durham Race meeting} R BARC (YC) 14.15 BARC Northem Championship Race Meeting — FF, Formule 
‘ Libre, Special Saloons, Clubmans, Mod Sports 
Apr 4 Curborough, nr Lichfield, Staffs Sprint R BARC (EM) 14.00 BARC Sprint Championship round 
Apr 4 Goodwood, nr Chichester, Sussex Sprint R BARC (SE) 14.00 BARC Sprint Championship round 
Apr 4 Shaw's Garage, Crawley, Sussex Prod car trial | R Brighton & Hove MC | 9.00 Sussex Trial 
(MR187/2663367) 
Apr 4 Boxhill Farm, Dorking, Surrey Prod car trial | N Mid Surrey AC 10.30 RAC National Championship round 
(MR187/183505) 
Apr 4 Park Hall, Lancs Autocross R Longton & DMC (no details) Longton & DMC/ST 34 Club Shellsport Championship round 
Apr 4 South Dissington, Cumbria Autocross R Ryton MC (no details) | Hagley/Vono Autotests 
Apr 4 Sedgley Rd, East Tipton, Staffs Autotest R Hagley & DLCC 11.00 Club event — Minis, Cooper S, Escorts, Sports Cars 
Apr 4 Lodge’s Warehouse Tandem, Huddersfield, Esso Uniflo Stages Rally 
Yorks Autotest cP Slaithwaite MC 13.30 
Apr 4 Whitehaven Civic Hall, W Cumbria Rally R Cumberland SCC 8.30 
Apr 4 Mayfair Garage (Tamworth), Fazeley Rally R Redditch & DCC = 
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Choose your tyres as carefully 
as you choose yourcar. 


Whether you drive a 
family saloon, fast coupe 


or high performance sports, 


you should choose e Michelin 


for very good reason. 


Because we make the 
most advanced tyres in 
the world (did you 

know we perfected and 
introduced the worlds first 
steel-braced radial?). 


Michelin radials possess 

a built-in quality of 

life that goes on 

and on and on throughout 
their long, long life. 

So next time you 

need a tyre, you 

know which make to choose. 
If you have any problems 

or questions about tyres, please 
consult your tyre specialist. 


Drive a Michelin 


It makesa good car miles betterall round 


